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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cbeec9f0_1423_4a49_9de7][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7fef42d0_ca03_495e_af9e_eed][bookmark: _PAR__10_797080cf_5371_45d4_abdf_173e296][bookmark: _LINE__25_fa2856c9_d2ad_45a1_bd42_32eb87][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__adce6298_9ce4_483e_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__25b3589b_d713_48e3_bf7][bookmark: _LINE__26_965a20f3_f637_4b30_993e_496776][bookmark: _LINE__27_38b6565b_a8a0_4539_a469_9af7b7][bookmark: _LINE__28_1e2348c5_d737_4d2d_92d7_374294][bookmark: _LINE__29_ad879cbc_2e96_4f56_b3a0_40a4e1][bookmark: _LINE__30_1acb8f01_5ed6_4722_9d74_93c584][bookmark: _LINE__31_4622266d_2e71_4d0f_86dc_f7b8b0][bookmark: _LINE__32_0e1a8ffb_342e_4f4e_9964_959650][bookmark: _LINE__33_ab48966e_8f1f_49c1_b00e_896f7f]5.  Attorney's fees.  In any proceeding under this section in which a plaintiff's claim prevails, the defendant is liable for reasonable attorney's fees and other litigation costs. Reasonable attorney's fees under this subsection include fees incurred on an hourly or contingency basis or by an attorney providing services on a pro bono basis.  The court shall recognize that a plaintiff's claim prevails if the plaintiff obtains any relief the plaintiff seeks in its complaint, whether the relief is obtained via judgment, settlement or the defendant's voluntary change in behavior. Under the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 11, the court may dismiss a frivolous claim and may award reasonable attorney's fees and litigation costs to the defendant for defending against a frivolous claim.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_cd8a0663_1605_455d_bc2f_c333cb0][bookmark: _LINE__37_6bc99a3a_9b5f_4889_adca_b77d3b][bookmark: _LINE__38_f7857420_2740_4079_9d09_bdf7f8][bookmark: _LINE__39_7ff2c1f5_f252_403e_a152_1e3fdf][bookmark: _LINE__40_39411866_d8c3_4e29_857b_2df29d]This bill allows a person to sue in state court an employee of the Federal Government who violates a right of the person under the laws of the State or the United States, the Constitution of Maine or the United States Constitution and requires attorney's fees and court costs to be paid to the person if the person's claim prevails.
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