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An Act To Provide Educational Opportunities for Family Members of Deceased Veterans, First Responders and Health Care Workers
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1372226d_ed80_46a5_af9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__95c34836_1a68_4901_89ff_363d][bookmark: _PAR__5_7c1dedf8_e792_4b28_bf8c_81f0ebcb][bookmark: _LINE__10_05a79fd9_3ee4_4e65_b2fc_ba4b08][bookmark: _LINE__11_c8c8ed54_65cb_4fa9_a2c1_13841e][bookmark: _LINE__12_40ba63e4_75d4_482a_86b7_ba5c65][bookmark: _LINE__13_085277bb_2780_487e_88a4_da69d4][bookmark: _LINE__14_7693d6b1_b52e_4adf_8de8_eba6ff][bookmark: _LINE__15_93edc7e9_b2f8_48a8_a2c3_c5135d][bookmark: _LINE__16_adafdc95_c8be_42ab_91fa_411901][bookmark: _LINE__17_f3d5be6a_2000_45f9_a79b_6c904e][bookmark: _LINE__18_314e3d12_519d_48fc_a4a5_adedb1][bookmark: _LINE__19_967d66ef_c76b_4619_ba36_d72d8d][bookmark: _LINE__20_e4480021_6b1d_4949_acd6_965977][bookmark: _LINE__21_06dd458a_90f0_4c94_a6a9_2eea35][bookmark: _LINE__22_6e4ddf85_976a_4379_9e73_322cad]The Educational Opportunity Grant Program for Family Members of Deceased Veterans, First Responders and Health Care Workers Fund is established within and administered by the authority to fund grants under and administer the program.  The fund is funded by appropriations, allocations or grants or donations by public or private sources, including a resource for postsecondary student financial aid that is related to a service or profession of the deceased parent or spouse under section 12941, subsection 3, paragraph A.  The authority may engage in the solicitation of a grant or donation to be deposited into the fund. The authority shall deposit with the Treasurer of State to the credit of the fund money in the fund not currently needed by the authority to carry out the purposes of the fund, which may be invested as provided by law.  Interest earned on investment of money under this section must be credited to the fund. Balances in the fund do not lapse but must be carried over to the next fiscal year.  The authority may use principal of the fund to pay for the authority's reasonable expenses in administering the fund.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_da9752c2_4406_4623_83c1_9dabb5ed][bookmark: _LINE__24_2c709268_e833_4bba_bf19_eba69e][bookmark: _LINE__25_666ca6a2_78ba_49b3_a666_3f6adb][bookmark: _LINE__26_d3dc9e19_c91a_4d57_ac1b_a0b72f][bookmark: _LINE__27_93f6b201_1951_4d3d_ba70_d6c62e][bookmark: _LINE__28_95d62f47_896b_4888_b483_729a6f][bookmark: _LINE__29_244ba0cf_e2b3_4696_ba02_18cd1d][bookmark: _LINE__30_4cfaf3d5_039d_42a8_a365_f10e30][bookmark: _LINE__31_4f5d2591_2bc7_474f_ab81_47b031]This bill creates the Educational Opportunity Grant Program for Family Members of Deceased Veterans, First Responders and Health Care Workers, administered by the Finance Authority of Maine, to provide postsecondary education grants to eligible children and spouses of veterans, first responders and health care workers who die or contract a condition or illness that leads to their death.  The program is funded by a fund that may accept appropriations, allocations, grants or donations from public and private sources, including financial aid resources, and the authority may solicit private donations for the fund.
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