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L.D. 
An Act to Help Address the Worker Shortage in Behavioral Health Care Services by Allowing Provisional Licensure and Providing for Reimbursement for Out-of-state Licensees
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__144450a2_45ec_46c9_989f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__874790da_1294_4b8c_b14b_72a][bookmark: _PAR__7_8da11da2_05f1_4ec3_a6b8_450b0608][bookmark: _LINE__29_dc102071_5b70_4093_a15f_8772de][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__488067e5_b47f_4923_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__16235eba_e99a_4425_9a4][bookmark: _LINE__30_653187f0_8026_43af_b04d_2ede27][bookmark: _LINE__31_7e152a4c_d420_41ec_a77a_7c37c3][bookmark: _LINE__32_ce511ca3_200d_4700_8426_4db259][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4511b3ce_6a8e_4227_a21][bookmark: _LINE__33_45874e66_fbc9_497a_8176_9d697c][bookmark: _LINE__34_5fd7da44_0129_4713_a9b8_051212][bookmark: _LINE__35_02c37679_ed38_4d0b_9f6f_307856][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ec628591_2c30_435c_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a268fdba_9048_4d72_b4][bookmark: _LINE__36_56f4762d_4e64_413b_94cd_1138b2][bookmark: _LINE__37_1b3baac9_2c5c_4f37_a0cb_b778b3][bookmark: _LINE__38_26ccd3b5_85b1_4ca8_a217_4cb184][bookmark: _LINE__39_3f7df936_3b17_48eb_bb35_c62a58][bookmark: _LINE__40_01dc0c76_ed71_45bc_b19e_1de42f]8-A.  Mental health services provided by counseling professionals.  A health maintenance organization that issues individual or group health care contracts providing coverage for mental health services shall offer coverage for those services when performed by a counseling professional who is licensed by the State pursuant to Title 32, chapter 119 to assess and treat interpersonal and intrapersonal problems, has at least a master's degree in counseling or a related field from an accredited educational institution and has been employed as a counselor for at least 2 years. Payment or reimbursement for services rendered may not be denied on the basis that the services were rendered by a professional who has been granted a provisional license pursuant to Title 32, chapter 119. Any contract providing coverage for the services of counseling professionals pursuant to this subsection may be subject to any reasonable limitations, maximum benefits, coinsurance, deductibles or exclusion provisions applicable to overall benefits under the contract.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_90b15bc0_ca38_4ad5_b9a0_1977543d][bookmark: _LINE__11_90a19112_a877_477b_8a49_a5832b][bookmark: _LINE__12_19e83109_ade1_480f_94a9_d036e5][bookmark: _LINE__13_f9b2d0e3_4133_43be_b1b8_84598f][bookmark: _LINE__14_179d960a_5cc2_4e27_a831_a1e9ab][bookmark: _LINE__15_2a66e86e_5290_46c2_9309_029c27][bookmark: _LINE__16_6c6c9101_171b_4e11_8b2e_6c0b62][bookmark: _LINE__17_3b77c913_3c39_4825_8d27_75f75f][bookmark: _LINE__18_82ba8a1d_3aac_4bbc_9454_452631][bookmark: _LINE__19_4b124601_a325_4049_9fb2_bc5ac8][bookmark: _LINE__20_31204f31_8772_4ba1_938a_2061e1]This bill requires the Board of Counseling Professionals Licensure to grant a provisional license for up to 90 days to a counseling professional licensed in another state or an applicant who has completed the requirements for licensure in this State upon receipt of an application for licensure. The bill requires the board to issue a provisional license upon the submission of evidence that the applicant holds a substantially equivalent, valid license in another state and that the applicant's qualifications for licensure are substantially similar to those required in state law or that the applicant has completed the requirements for licensure in this State. The bill also provides that a person holding a provisional license is authorized to practice in this State and may not be denied payment or reimbursement for the person's services on the basis that the person is practicing under a provisional license.
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