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An Act to Support Rural Education
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_3f9df307_ff94_4176_bdbd_294d027f][bookmark: _LINE__14_51bc5f77_b35c_483b_9d92_8eeba9][bookmark: _LINE__15_ffeffa41_f33c_4a74_9f08_76f823][bookmark: _LINE__16_31cc9063_8739_413d_99b1_061b50][bookmark: _LINE__17_8c8edb2a_04fe_4b5d_97b2_275cea][bookmark: _LINE__18_055e3b9a_696f_41ea_8866_1845da][bookmark: _LINE__19_71c60b8b_bb12_4c0d_a285_54abac][bookmark: _LINE__20_0e465aa1_2e80_45bd_b878_315d3d][bookmark: _LINE__21_9d4fe2f2_cfc0_449c_944e_fc6a78][bookmark: _LINE__22_f9e67c90_bf06_4b3d_b6bc_c0a60e][bookmark: _LINE__23_917daf89_a29a_4274_a654_b44160][bookmark: _LINE__24_b024bc12_4a1c_48a8_bc77_b543d8][bookmark: _LINE__25_e18ea52c_8747_46b7_8cd0_91cedf][bookmark: _LINE__26_b5274cde_c7d8_48e7_a92b_6fee25][bookmark: _LINE__27_b7473fb1_ff70_46c6_8ce3_285519]1. Financial incentives for student teachers.  The department shall develop and implement a pilot program to provide up to 20 financial grants each year in school years 2023-2024, 2024-2025, 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 to support qualified students that agree to student teach in rural school administrative units.  The program must provide up to $3,000 per qualified student to be paid to the institution of higher education in which the student is enrolled to offset the tuition of the student.  In order to qualify for a grant, a student must, in accordance with rules adopted by the department, be enrolled in an accredited institution of higher education in an educator preparation program and agree to student teach in a rural school administrative unit in this State. By January 1, 2027, the department shall report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters the results of the pilot program and any recommendations for continuing the program. The committee, after receiving the report, may report out a bill to extend the program or to otherwise support rural education in the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5a1209b4_70f4_4ae8_be3e_5e056a9d][bookmark: _LINE__28_d9f398b7_c9ea_43c7_a80b_cfa3ed][bookmark: _LINE__29_82b870cf_a542_40ed_b892_5eb5b7][bookmark: _LINE__30_cc485804_8770_4c7c_afcb_401c13][bookmark: _LINE__31_7ecd6a39_380a_47b9_8660_631146][bookmark: _LINE__32_dbd90e07_8882_4022_bc53_231e3b][bookmark: _LINE__33_f343e5a6_3d10_4a09_9e07_65196f][bookmark: _LINE__34_70d420f8_72e9_4680_ae79_ce2490][bookmark: _LINE__35_76239b5d_5d31_4708_94f0_16706f][bookmark: _LINE__36_47edd590_c876_46f7_a97b_7aae6b][bookmark: _LINE__37_b1174b8d_dfd1_4330_94d2_537bc0][bookmark: _LINE__38_263230a3_66a7_4723_885a_5a9665]2. Financial incentives for teachers.  The department shall develop and implement a one-time program to provide up to 15 financial stipends, not to exceed $10,000 each, to qualified teachers in rural school administrative units to support the teachers' continuing education.  In order to qualify for a stipend, a teacher must, in accordance with rules adopted by the department, teach in a rural school administrative unit in the State, be engaged in continuing education to further the teacher's professional development, including, but not limited to, education leading to a credential to teach in a dual enrollment program, such as the program described in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 208-A, and agree to continue to teach in a rural school administrative unit in the State for at least 4 years.  The department shall adopt routine technical rules to implement this subsection pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_454a4bf2_c6c3_4e42_9c48_187087d5][bookmark: _LINE__3_1e8181b8_f668_41b2_85c8_c91979a][bookmark: _LINE__4_2c9992b9_7d9e_4705_8bd1_1012cb1][bookmark: _LINE__5_9cccffbf_27a8_464e_b6fd_87d2ba5][bookmark: _LINE__6_b128852c_584a_45d1_8fc8_38ce36e]2.  It directs the Department of Education to develop and implement a pilot program to provide up to 20 financial grants each year in school years 2023-2024, 2024-2025, 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 to support qualified students that agree to student teach in rural school administrative units.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7de9caaf_7cf1_402f_9e2d_a9784cb7][bookmark: _LINE__7_27ec012a_b1a5_4e22_b00d_be9212c][bookmark: _LINE__8_1b689a3d_c882_4733_94a6_f2e07fb][bookmark: _LINE__9_d974e581_be4b_4f2f_906f_685d91f]3.  It directs the department to develop and implement a one-time program to provide up to 15 financial stipends to qualified teachers in rural school administrative units to support the teachers' continuing education.
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