130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Amend the Maine Clean Election Act and Related Laws
L.D. 
An Act To Amend the Maine Clean Election Act and Related Laws
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4d89342b_a26e_46d3_9a8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__91affb4e_971e_4d1f_9f21_ded][bookmark: _PAR__7_5b73802d_ae07_4906_9b54_a4b0a351][bookmark: _LINE__15_0ddbae1d_3952_4878_a83f_0bd3e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__394f120d_f9b5_4a58_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2e65f5e0_167a_4d50_ae2][bookmark: _LINE__16_1fbfe08d_810b_4037_a19b_c7229c][bookmark: _LINE__17_e41335e2_75e7_459f_b4da_69d132][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__31a97004_0dbb_477c_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__68c8ed19_dc3c_4abf_8f][bookmark: _LINE__18_9b0002a0_67ff_48da_a17a_f022ba][bookmark: _LINE__19_7219200b_e116_4105_9b9a_fb95bb][bookmark: _LINE__20_110f4b4d_cd2b_4afc_9b9e_32b410][bookmark: _LINE__21_ef07efcf_fc07_4847_85e7_3f80c4][bookmark: _LINE__22_febc91cc_412e_4f76_9e58_3ce04a][bookmark: _LINE__23_aef9b535_f408_4338_9bfe_9cf710][bookmark: _LINE__24_a374de26_5089_4b23_ab3d_6b3427]3.  Signing petitions.  Once an alternative registration signature statement is on file with the registrar, the voter may authorize any other Maine-registered voter to sign candidate petitions and any Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Act forms requiring a voter's signature in the presence and at the direction of the voter, except that the individual assisting the voter may not be a candidate, the circulator of the petition or form, the voter's employer or an agent of that employer or an officer or agent of the voter's union.  In addition to using the voter's signature stamp or signing for the voter, the individual assisting the voter must print and sign the individual's own name and residence address on the petition or form and attest that the individual is signing on the voter's behalf.  This method of signing satisfies the requirements in this Title that voters personally sign candidate petitions.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d279231c_03a4_472d_b9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a8ccc5e1_2cae_47e9_a6b4_4b99][bookmark: _PAR__2_01beacb2_3501_4dd1_b0e8_b8d4805d][bookmark: _LINE__9_f0aba329_e524_4ace_b4fe_abf544e][bookmark: _LINE__10_4d3a70d2_f4e0_46e2_89e4_a5a51c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__47d76535_07db_4e42_875][bookmark: _LINE__11_da2b174e_8819_4df9_bd3e_c6f7da][bookmark: _LINE__12_9c1ea508_813c_4b6a_9405_362b0a][bookmark: _LINE__13_cc346e69_810f_4afa_9380_71a4a0][bookmark: _LINE__14_92b2c700_aa83_4760_9c63_e83eb2][bookmark: _LINE__15_a8dc6845_1718_42a1_9d35_00e9b9][bookmark: _LINE__16_8947159f_c348_4770_8001_ab5606]The statement filed by a candidate who voluntarily agrees to limit spending must state that the candidate knows the voluntary expenditure limitations as set out in section 1015, subsection 8 and that the candidate is voluntarily agreeing to limit the candidate's political expenditures and those made on behalf of the candidate by the candidate's political committee or committees, the candidate's party and the candidate's immediate family to the amount set by law.  The statement must further state that the candidate does not condone and will not solicit any independent expenditures made on behalf of the candidate.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__87c69797_c70b_49a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__779d4e64_2f66_48b1_a7a6_3][bookmark: _PAR__2_618db858_9d37_4d12_be19_cd4d5760][bookmark: _LINE__8_54e0f5f9_9c32_4252_91c7_5a212cb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fce32d8d_d943_4d8b]Sec. 8.  21-A MRSA c. 14, headnote is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ffd08b94_adc1_4880_a9][bookmark: _PAR__4_0bcb01ca_c49b_4480_9dda_01d63f0e][bookmark: _LINE__10_fe5e879d_9d53_41ff_b99c_e0ce13][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4ac5a545_5c03_46a5_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fb0cdd8a_2c09_4321_a0]THE MAINE CLEAN PUBLICLY FINANCED ELECTION ACT
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__add0b6a1_8169_4b13][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b7d2073a_8a65_494c_b6c1_5][bookmark: _PAR__5_d4c141e9_17a6_4405_be55_b9c3cc27][bookmark: _LINE__11_786030a0_24fb_42ad_b41a_0c3ca8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8ec4500b_f724_4498]Sec. 9.  21-A MRSA §1121, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §17, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4281924b_2188_41c9_a4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fee036c6_3c7d_4d3e_a882_8642][bookmark: _PAR__5_89171689_21c9_4938_aba7_8ef2099b][bookmark: _LINE__10_35f3fa55_5132_4171_bdcd_bdca90][bookmark: _LINE__11_de6dd9dd_820b_4458_a5c6_cf5bc8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d0e2128f_3df3_41e8_9b][bookmark: _LINE__12_fc3f886f_d0d7_4bbb_a11f_17c731][bookmark: _LINE__13_93277577_2525_45ea_a973_6b5a22][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1695f546_245d_42f0_b2][bookmark: _LINE__14_e0678d46_6ada_4d34_9e05_b3b079][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__344513ff_82ba_4987_84][bookmark: _LINE__15_3365b6cd_51bd_474f_ac46_d2f3ef][bookmark: _LINE__16_de6fd4ee_63c1_4acc_bf35_c11ab6]This chapter establishes an alternative campaign financing option available to candidates running for Governor, State Senator and State Representative.  This alternative campaign financing option is available to candidates for elections to be held beginning in the year 2000.  The commission shall administer this Act and the fund.  Candidates participating in the Maine Clean Election Act Participating candidates and certified candidates must comply with the applicable provisions of this chapter and must also comply with all other applicable election and campaign laws and regulations.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1228df22_1ad9_4798_a18c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d0b0553b_0e0a_47c4_858a_95b6][bookmark: _PAR__11_e8f899a0_ba2b_4bc5_84fb_7031d24][bookmark: _LINE__30_5bd57a74_867c_4958_b58a_a342ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4effc9c2_e399_44dd_9c5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7727d0fd_9eec_4c32_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5f438b27_5664_403b_89][bookmark: _LINE__31_e8fa5458_3025_402d_81dd_609983][bookmark: _LINE__32_5f202260_f1c4_4e1c_a8d0_58a80f][bookmark: _LINE__33_9df3a197_2244_4791_89f7_c044ef][bookmark: _LINE__34_350ee210_5aae_4452_a5ee_b2cded][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__acc70826_5c1e_4118_89f][bookmark: _LINE__35_9b88f335_17e9_4d84_92a2_e1bfe7][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9e0ac904_8a72_4e29_82b][bookmark: _LINE__36_1a9d210b_ac91_4f97_b025_e5c677]B.  Three Two million dollars of the revenues from the taxes imposed under Title 36, Parts 3 and 8 and credited to the General Fund, transferred to the fund by the State Controller on or before January 1st of each year, beginning January 1, 1999.  These revenues must be offset in an equitable manner by an equivalent reduction in tax expenditures as defined in Title 36, section 199‑A, subsection 2.  This section may not affect the funds distributed to the Local Government Fund under Title 30‑A, section 5681.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__387c74b3_e05b_4525_986b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b3358179_011d_4ecd_8e48_070f][bookmark: _PAR__12_7552321c_ba63_4196_a460_2f5baa5][bookmark: _LINE__37_d9ab725a_9248_44da_b1f9_34218d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a9bad619_aa3c_44d1_a30][bookmark: _LINE__38_d7f14047_57d6_47c8_af01_a78c42][bookmark: _LINE__39_15660ef5_a00a_4f9e_b3f5_c00556][bookmark: _LINE__40_194cccbb_47b7_40a0_acee_cde3b9][bookmark: _LINE__41_6100ca5a_2f8e_40f7_9a04_00859e]C.  Revenue from a tax checkoff program allowing a resident of the State who files a tax return with the State Tax Assessor to designate that $3 be paid into the fund.  In the case of a joint return, each spouse may designate that $3 be paid.  The State Tax Assessor shall report annually the amounts designated for the fund to the State Controller, who shall transfer that amount to the fund;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9e1ad4ae_69f0_435b_a721][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7a5eadce_99c7_46b7_9240_ce97][bookmark: _PAR__2_df3eba2c_12b4_4a94_872a_6d3d2f6d][bookmark: _LINE__4_de39d107_296e_49bc_b126_c90c6b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f631f9b4_b864_4c79_a26][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e662c435_3ca2_4590_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d17dc0ee_d088_4e6f_b6][bookmark: _LINE__5_f0b93fb5_40c9_4584_b2ae_f5964bd][bookmark: _LINE__6_3ae40174_e2d5_4989_aec8_55279cc]E.  Fund revenues that were distributed to a Maine Clean Election Act certified candidate and that remain unspent after the candidate has lost a primary election or after all general elections;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__00c710ef_35d5_4869_8263][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d97f1d15_62db_4999_9224_1076][bookmark: _PAR__3_1c9c8df1_9305_47af_b108_8c497b0b][bookmark: _LINE__7_78a83a48_596c_429a_b0f2_30af63d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bdf94f97_2d26_4391_a9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8c501ac1_ed73_480c_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__96eaf64b_9a6e_40ec_aa][bookmark: _LINE__8_49098bb2_bcb3_4736_b464_e61dec5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0e68f956_1c40_4b5c_bc][bookmark: _LINE__9_c47dd2dc_95b5_4a79_b0a9_3d84d0c]F.  Other unspent fund revenues distributed to any Maine Clean Election Act certified candidate who does not remain a certified candidate throughout a primary or general election cycle;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__011c97d9_cb64_4353_9ce0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__64444ba6_06e2_4ff5_80a3_4f15][bookmark: _PAR__4_6534751e_e3c8_46e3_b06b_77d3029c][bookmark: _LINE__10_5f26f202_50c7_4994_82b7_8fb034][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cec07c9d_b6d2_43e0_8a0]G.  Voluntary donations made directly to the fund; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__358f122f_2dc2_4548_a6e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__24b996e5_aece_44e8_86a6_3e6][bookmark: _PAR__6_ebb1874f_e9ce_484d_96da_ddfc11a4][bookmark: _LINE__12_74c9305a_74f8_4d5f_9982_4e68f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__250532d4_a19c_40f4_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__297b9fe8_558a_4b6f_96d][bookmark: _LINE__13_ea54152d_e939_442c_93f0_d8770c][bookmark: _LINE__14_153257b9_3751_4934_8516_609511][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2f582d9f_804f_400b_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0b6e8285_7c8b_4c9c_9d][bookmark: _LINE__15_764deaf8_ee25_4cb6_bcbe_c02835][bookmark: _LINE__16_a4d07701_3569_4f91_9ec1_bfa96c][bookmark: _LINE__17_97a872c4_ba39_49e5_aefe_481af2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3049facd_014c_4641_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__03192e3d_408e_489b_b6][bookmark: _LINE__18_57ff792f_f884_45dd_86a4_4668f6][bookmark: _LINE__19_e62b64b9_ab02_4c1c_a7b1_68369d][bookmark: _LINE__20_26674f93_6e2c_440d_9432_acd31c][bookmark: _LINE__21_e98b1df8_9cd0_4b8e_8f2c_9b3b8c][bookmark: _LINE__22_2c72493d_35d5_45fa_98d7_1e6027][bookmark: _LINE__23_cf37b820_f814_4e05_ab5d_49b954][bookmark: _LINE__24_f9335e95_fcda_4975_8400_0df962][bookmark: _LINE__25_0a58ccef_80bd_4508_ba9f_134015][bookmark: _LINE__26_c82744e5_fd11_4386_800b_101fc2]4.  Report on fund amount; operating margin.  By January 1st of each year the commission shall provide to the Legislature and the Governor a report of its projection of the revenues and expenditures of the Maine Clean Election Fund fund for the subsequent 4-year period. The commission shall include in the report an operating margin of 20% to ensure sufficient funds in the event of higher-than-expected participation in the Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Act.  If any such report shows that the projected revenue for the subsequent 4-year period exceeds the projected expenses for that 4-year period plus the 20% operating margin, the commission shall notify the Legislature and the Governor and request that the amount of expected funding that exceeds the expected demand on the fund plus the operating margin be transferred to the General Fund. The Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services shall assist the commission with revenue projections required by this subsection.  If at any time the commission determines that projected revenue is not sufficient to cover the projected demand for funds in the 4-year period plus the operating margin, the commission may submit legislation to request additional funding.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5ddbe110_745d_459f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4ac5122b_a0c1_431c_bbcb_d][bookmark: _PAR__7_65a67aec_dbe9_44f6_b16d_193936e0][bookmark: _LINE__27_00ba08ca_8e19_478a_97c3_3943d0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__57349150_7ffd_483b][bookmark: _LINE__28_c2abcf1b_e353_472c_84b1_a0936a]Sec. 18.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2019, c. 323, §27, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d9a35cda_41ea_405e_ba4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__18fbe9d2_3ae8_47c8_8483_2b9][bookmark: _PAR__8_d56e111c_3e4d_4149_813b_bd2fbeb6][bookmark: _LINE__29_676c4ec0_63b2_4ee9_a384_e787e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bd17b0e9_c24d_4f53_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8bec03a3_0402_4115_96f][bookmark: _LINE__30_c733cfe6_4239_4094_b598_ea91cd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d1769a28_f61f_48e6_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f0ead50a_8f76_4906_95][bookmark: _LINE__31_d3448156_6fa0_4a13_a7b8_a80f18][bookmark: _LINE__32_ae69a2ef_4dfd_4083_a626_a58692][bookmark: _LINE__33_2057e012_5b32_48be_a11f_f488a2][bookmark: _LINE__34_a49c4fb5_8c67_4436_b447_ba752b][bookmark: _LINE__35_a1c8e3b1_a170_4ca6_9718_ae4fde][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__67979166_f995_4c2a_a5]1.  Declaration of intent.  A participating candidate shall file a declaration of intent to seek certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate under subsection 5 and to comply with the requirements of this chapter.  The declaration of intent must be filed with the commission prior to or during the qualifying period, except as provided in subsection 11, according to forms and procedures developed by the commission.  Qualifying contributions collected more than 5 business days before the declaration of intent has been filed will not be counted toward the eligibility requirements in subsection 3 or 3‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__81463f99_0863_47c7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c56c1c32_0f2f_4cc5_b192_7][bookmark: _PAR__9_d0a543bc_f4bf_42cc_8b86_6bf75d48][bookmark: _LINE__36_88f6184f_87cd_40cc_9f5f_d4846e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__96f617b0_ad89_4aae][bookmark: _LINE__37_5cda14c1_0b68_4478_b729_b8ca9b]Sec. 19.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§2, as amended by IB 2015, c. 1, §15, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d1e929b8_2ed1_4337_a101][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a123df95_af92_4607_85d7_213][bookmark: _PAR__10_dbe72749_3486_43ec_95cb_d663a28][bookmark: _LINE__38_b93aed39_4c4a_4423_92da_45d5d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5c549f62_d428_476a_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__92531c07_376d_4818_85f][bookmark: _LINE__39_815b96cb_9970_43b1_bf59_734aac][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2042d7cd_2e84_4169_ba6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b0faac86_ae66_4512_84][bookmark: _LINE__40_7715fc6d_4ef9_462a_bbf6_7d6e51][bookmark: _LINE__41_607d6648_600b_4029_a448_2066b7][bookmark: _LINE__42_4365f2ba_307a_4219_b6d3_3609b9]2.  Contribution limits for participating candidates.  Subsequent to becoming a candidate as defined by section 1, subsection 5 and prior to certification under subsection 5, a participating candidate may not accept contributions, except for seed money contributions.  A participating candidate must limit the candidate's total seed money contributions to the following amounts:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c7a8a56e_3fe6_4874_9d3c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7c498c1b_e74e_40cd_9d7d_e7a4][bookmark: _PAR__11_538c7b73_11cf_4407_a77e_3e32eef][bookmark: _LINE__43_d05afe34_3ec9_4136_aa1b_39af40][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c44de33e_7736_4f70_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__196deb74_574b_455d_bf5]A.  Two hundred thousand dollars for a gubernatorial candidate;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9290bc1e_1f3a_4053_a74f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9b59860e_303f_4d2f_b60e_0935][bookmark: _PAGE__6_a17b9442_e424_488b_97bb_39b94ce][bookmark: _PAR__1_3f68a296_9582_49b2_9932_9e246548][bookmark: _LINE__1_da09baca_7bfe_454a_981e_c374b0a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7db71af_e34b_431e_b20]B.  Three thousand dollars for a candidate for the State Senate; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__aa00c94d_f96a_4c1e_8477][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9115b726_699c_4470_8582_aa35][bookmark: _PAR__2_dcf1e730_707e_4e83_a471_504d8445][bookmark: _LINE__2_24f12edf_904a_4a53_8a9a_8c1b2d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3607bd47_ef32_4c46_afb]C.  One thousand dollars for a candidate for the State House of Representatives.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9613250f_b01c_43d8_a63][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__239798d7_682d_427e_a2cb_dd72][bookmark: _PAR__3_c6de7d30_8157_4eff_9b2b_9ac7e4a1][bookmark: _LINE__3_1619997c_08db_4db6_ad39_e80d296][bookmark: _LINE__4_85f3b6e2_a0d3_4b9b_91b7_fe73797]The commission may, by rule, revise these amounts to ensure the effective implementation of this chapter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__32885903_422c_49d3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e43e0077_bfa7_45d6_bb4f_5][bookmark: _PAR__4_0a229b9e_b80d_4158_ba87_e5e05b46][bookmark: _LINE__5_b93dacab_4ad2_4f2c_8f1a_72d4200][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5068bfb5_e79c_40f5][bookmark: _LINE__6_9216c077_00d0_4233_b039_62d87c6]Sec. 20.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§2-A, as amended by PL 2019, c. 323, §28, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__43561251_cae1_4cd5_a38e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e5572cc8_65d6_4fb5_93ce_451][bookmark: _PAR__5_8b3d59de_d4b9_4b1e_8ad8_62c6840b][bookmark: _LINE__7_fc6f0bab_eac0_46ba_8ab9_31122ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__32d6ffb2_7cda_4f98_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__779bddab_82c8_4397_86e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4c62f7b6_e175_46ef_89][bookmark: _LINE__8_2b44c90d_5d10_4efb_8338_d8a617b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__93117c10_428d_40b1_b8][bookmark: _LINE__9_e70b92f2_d2b0_45f7_8379_9ea1248][bookmark: _LINE__10_46ae8f2e_30d0_467f_be0f_6834be][bookmark: _LINE__11_c748c445_6b44_47a6_8e8a_7477e9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eae6f7bd_f3d1_4169_85][bookmark: _LINE__12_e54a6f28_fb92_4ff3_8022_2eb08c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__46e5f46b_7ccc_40a8_b9]2-A.  Seed money restrictions.  To be eligible for certification under subsection 5, a participating candidate may collect and spend only seed money contributions made by a registered voter in the electoral division for the office the candidate is seeking subsequent to becoming a candidate and prior to certification.  A participating candidate may not solicit, accept or collect seed money contributions after certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate under subsection 5.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8eb1e38b_4b3b_43fe_b5aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f82f2266_10f8_4f74_a4b1_cc7f][bookmark: _PAR__6_3aee9eef_f191_4788_8368_0529fad0][bookmark: _LINE__13_766af34d_a3cb_4aad_b1f0_68a7e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__70ee7fcd_fa97_42f8_a79][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6b63518c_f648_4022_b0][bookmark: _LINE__14_27474c6a_9ee3_4ed6_8c3f_462358][bookmark: _LINE__15_6ce5302b_b289_450f_8e75_a9faee][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8eb83893_c6d3_4a5b_b9d][bookmark: _LINE__16_d89314b2_812f_48c9_b0cd_886afe][bookmark: _LINE__17_9a6a90f6_c98f_4a10_ae20_3e782c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5f67d317_0a8f_4456_86][bookmark: _LINE__18_15df9b55_f805_406c_8b8f_191e66]A.  All goods and services received prior to certification under subsection 5 must be paid for with seed money contributions, except for goods and services that are excluded from the definition of contribution in section 1012, subsection 2, paragraph B.  It is a violation of this chapter for a certified candidate to use fund revenues received after certification to pay for goods and services received prior to certification under subsection 5.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__67e8a498_2da1_40bd_b06f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1b6ddac7_7203_4fed_8869_3742][bookmark: _PAR__7_4c5ac17b_c801_4774_8610_3dbb3e3d][bookmark: _LINE__19_3d05324d_886d_46ca_ac68_f1a739][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c840ed44_e98a_4483_aef][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__09d6edb2_ab11_4950_9d][bookmark: _LINE__20_09bf26e7_4856_4167_a391_0700a7][bookmark: _LINE__21_b6d9eb11_d68c_47f7_87e4_5218d5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ca69cbb9_a688_4ac1_97][bookmark: _LINE__22_5c562ab7_cb0a_4b95_b65f_3c367d][bookmark: _LINE__23_17ea6b3d_7214_4ea0_86e3_9e8529][bookmark: _LINE__24_c1721d85_1af0_4d74_bfde_ca8003][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__28f465da_2fd3_4abb_b9][bookmark: _LINE__25_e41cbd1d_3b15_47fd_a14c_0edbb3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0502df90_5f8b_40be_b6][bookmark: _LINE__26_a35fab56_42fd_4b36_ac93_f4dd63][bookmark: _LINE__27_795975a0_a771_40e3_abc1_fd4c3a]B.  Prior to certification under subsection 5, a participating candidate may obligate an amount greater than the seed money collected, but may only receive that portion of goods and services that has been paid for or will be paid for with seed money contributions.  A participating candidate who has accepted contributions or made expenditures that do not comply with the seed money restrictions under this chapter may petition the commission to remain eligible for certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate under subsection 5 in accordance with rules of the commission, if the failure to comply was unintentional and does not constitute a significant infraction of these restrictions.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__20765910_54ae_47f8_a2b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d45efa92_e2dd_4664_9ee1_7629][bookmark: _PAR__8_816a5820_6276_4b7a_9530_3a964bf7][bookmark: _LINE__28_9edd4171_872e_42b5_b6a4_72fbe3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__569b2b9e_98e2_4f40_b8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8a5a12eb_d47d_4d6b_8e][bookmark: _LINE__29_feb235ab_779a_44ff_9c89_5c5090][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8231249d_773e_43b8_af][bookmark: _LINE__30_8b12958c_52ab_4928_8a13_6ccd7e][bookmark: _LINE__31_61b20a02_bfd6_4b4a_b12d_8328d2][bookmark: _LINE__32_835438bc_3941_4599_91ef_b7dd68][bookmark: _LINE__33_d27b99fb_dd81_4661_b5b4_347e3b][bookmark: _LINE__34_394124b0_8120_40cc_97d7_2b143f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__91061bd8_45a4_4576_b7][bookmark: _LINE__35_86b0e4b5_818b_444d_b765_c1e67a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0fb34b77_712c_4139_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__699f7ce2_7d1e_4149_a1]C.  Upon requesting certification under subsection 5, a participating candidate shall file a report of all seed money contributions and expenditures.  The report must include the information required by the commission by rule, verifying that each seed money contribution was made by a registered voter in the electoral division for the office the candidate is seeking and whose voter registration has been verified according to procedures established by the commission.  If the candidate is certified, any unspent seed money contributions will be deducted from the amount distributed to the candidate as provided in subsection subsections 8-C, 8-D and 8‑F.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__dc9d34fd_41b7_4cf9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fac34ff9_37ed_448b_b4c4_b][bookmark: _PAR__9_63d83948_efa2_4d24_b4f0_337bf823][bookmark: _LINE__36_dd3756a2_aaff_4e49_85ea_58ceb7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4215575f_cec0_4089][bookmark: _LINE__37_035bf15c_b0b6_4048_bb94_7d3838]Sec. 21.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§3, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 323, §29, is amended by repealing subparagraph (1).
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1ab2e681_747c_42e1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d68d8a71_32a2_4ff5_a60c_8][bookmark: _PAR__11_b6e30290_4e80_46db_a0b4_444c131][bookmark: _LINE__40_d553268d_823e_4f64_a98b_4f0b04][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__18dc9bcb_908a_4c67][bookmark: _LINE__41_655fb5f5_e4d0_48d6_9000_d10dac]Sec. 23.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§5, as amended by IB 2015, c. 1, §20, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ded6125_3bfd_4765_b070][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e76795a2_291d_4f71_b67b_fc2d][bookmark: _PAR__6_6b541cec_f1f5_4bb9_82ab_34a30cea][bookmark: _LINE__10_5f468b30_9947_498d_9f99_8aaac9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ddd4a528_a5ff_4474_b02][bookmark: _LINE__11_073836f2_fd67_4d16_a864_677857]D-1.  Not run for the same office as a nonparticipating candidate in a primary election in the same election year;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__404f8dbe_b303_44ee_8194][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5afe5309_1836_45cb_81c8_c78a][bookmark: _PAR__7_19e49c20_3425_41d6_8d18_50cf3a08][bookmark: _LINE__12_00bfc447_5513_4181_bef3_dab7ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f9095b46_4ddf_4dde_a66][bookmark: _LINE__13_c8612a59_9775_41e8_b90d_6ee0d4]D-2.  Not been found to have made a material false statement in a report or other document submitted to the commission;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bb9c1f12_1839_4113_aaca][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fc681f18_518a_420f_abcd_3369][bookmark: _PAR__8_38e1dbe1_41bc_4a2d_a968_a9590fb7][bookmark: _LINE__14_67994124_f7e5_4fae_8a45_990dd8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__86bfdf1c_4490_4a2e_a02]D-3.  Not otherwise substantially violated the provisions of this chapter or chapter 13;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3895da8d_9e46_48c5_8189][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b3ac6a96_bd45_4fc5_80be_75f6][bookmark: _PAR__9_e298749c_22e5_43d7_9d3c_e7ad827f][bookmark: _LINE__15_eb71dbbb_ba62_4781_867d_d90483][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__10a2c467_ec33_488f_885][bookmark: _LINE__16_efbfacb3_fd10_4cdc_993d_a09d3c][bookmark: _LINE__17_4555094e_89a8_43db_be1d_0d42e6]D-4.  Not failed to pay any civil penalty assessed by the commission under this Title, except that a candidate has 3 business days from the date of the request for certification to pay the outstanding penalty and remain eligible for certification;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__74ff8dcc_d3f7_42a2_a30e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__85f8e8ad_f6e8_4884_8497_aac7][bookmark: _PAR__10_ec2cb4fc_e1bb_4938_ac49_13cbfc4][bookmark: _LINE__18_2bec8390_f217_4089_a211_1ad8e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec962d8f_306b_473e_921][bookmark: _LINE__19_91833b92_d6a9_420a_aa27_d1dcf5]D-5.  Not submitted any fraudulent qualifying contributions or any falsified acknowledgement forms for qualifying contributions or seed money contributions; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a98aa5e6_816b_4701_b46d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f90fbd10_54d4_43ed_99b7_099d][bookmark: _PAR__11_6ec3c0b8_c96b_4658_a898_9590343][bookmark: _LINE__20_284a82c4_2cd0_48ec_8ae2_7c08f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f8635d07_ca40_4eda_add]E.  Otherwise met the requirements for participation in this Act.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5b7a0b3e_24cd_46b7_baa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__36bf874c_f942_4b8b_a571_55e1][bookmark: _PAR__12_c7b0b79a_945e_4cf0_b925_ac6de6e][bookmark: _LINE__21_adf80fd3_b03c_48b2_9abe_c012a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c9359598_ad20_4f1f_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1abe151b_9e4b_474c_a3][bookmark: _LINE__22_6d1454bb_8f17_454e_8377_2096b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__938270c1_b49f_4fbe_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6ca6f5e4_4481_41d7_b5][bookmark: _LINE__23_57d3da60_281a_4b59_bd94_134655][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__702b1d1a_2865_429e_89][bookmark: _LINE__24_815b00b4_b6ff_497f_93f5_b9d308][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4d7a5e55_a599_4c29_8e][bookmark: _LINE__25_98a81e53_c96e_4ddb_8972_8b38c7][bookmark: _LINE__26_6563d656_95aa_4731_a58a_67f8e3][bookmark: _LINE__27_27da6c4d_1583_40d7_904e_65e79a][bookmark: _LINE__28_9e5beb61_56e0_4f9b_a613_4fdba5][bookmark: _LINE__29_c8ec2ef6_2cdb_4d88_9f15_dfc736][bookmark: _LINE__30_e1b40523_f3fc_498d_9430_e2d238]The executive director shall certify a candidate complying with who satisfies the requirements of this section as a Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Act candidate as soon as possible but no later than 3 days after final submittal of qualifying contributions and other supporting documents required under subsection 4 but no later than 3 business days for legislative candidates and 5 business days for gubernatorial candidates.  The executive director may take additional time if further investigation is necessary to verify compliance with this Act as long as the commission notifies the candidate regarding the anticipated schedule for conclusion of the investigation.  A candidate or other interested person may appeal the decision of the executive director to the members of the commission in accordance with subsection 14.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec5abe89_d7c3_4c85_b1b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__19e59a59_dec6_495f_b948_3755][bookmark: _PAR__13_641e47d9_bf97_4832_b95d_7cbf2b5][bookmark: _LINE__31_0aef8c26_c8eb_4a44_a16b_86a8a4][bookmark: _LINE__32_0311444c_008e_40f3_80e5_22bdbc][bookmark: _LINE__33_ded806fe_8143_401e_9701_145096]A certified candidate must comply with all requirements of this Act after certification and throughout the primary and general election periods.  Failure to do so is a violation of this chapter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1bf288b4_09bb_45f2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6a590ece_668b_40b9_a10c_2][bookmark: _PAR__14_6e3e9330_5381_4e06_89ce_04cfd84][bookmark: _LINE__34_e6026ab1_3744_40f6_af0a_b91c32][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__79bb195c_481e_4444][bookmark: _LINE__35_c6244a42_7c80_46ab_96fd_af6d18]Sec. 24.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§5-A, ¶I, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 363, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__99eb9fb3_f6e0_45b1_8690][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__27916843_5a78_472b_991b_6579][bookmark: _PAR__15_ac079569_af32_4468_9784_078cd66][bookmark: _LINE__36_dc78eb92_253a_4fca_88e0_81b0d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd85016f_fefc_4e40_b96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__96db7ec2_902b_4101_93][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__33fa1b2c_3185_4433_8a][bookmark: _LINE__37_abfddd33_3ab8_4fa4_922d_bfa3a0]I.  As a gubernatorial candidate, failed Failed to properly report seed money contributions as required by this section.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5f8a7b76_97d7_43c8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c61f0344_a4df_4d68_ab62_f][bookmark: _PAR__16_4d466bc0_b9ee_492b_a3c8_f2d92f5][bookmark: _LINE__38_b9ca573e_3c68_452e_9891_41864a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7a3e04de_3f88_4904][bookmark: _LINE__39_7c05e016_de66_4994_80d8_c665af]Sec. 25.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2017, c. 31, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d32d58ea_fd1f_484c_b98f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__91251a06_1a10_4172_9c1a_46d][bookmark: _PAR__17_d42177ea_6031_4f04_b9b9_ed8fb0b][bookmark: _LINE__40_b5d18c99_d77e_4057_ac16_973958][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__57d71812_eb88_48f8_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6baa8e31_cb1e_4f6c_9b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9280f064_a0a0_4b81_9c][bookmark: _LINE__41_b3046270_a42f_433a_b8f3_7f7be7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__56492576_4f14_4f14_88][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__fcc9675b_c4d8_429d_ad58_a1c][bookmark: _PAGE__8_02f91f0d_fc28_40b9_a5bb_738a287][bookmark: _PAR__1_43758005_3b5e_422c_b22a_13f0a36b][bookmark: _LINE__1_658de891_0607_45c9_8d1a_3dcd799][bookmark: _LINE__2_66247ca1_5de8_4230_a944_6de34f9][bookmark: _LINE__3_a06b840b_aecf_4cf4_9afd_6958606][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8f0ac079_b5f5_47f9_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__32f825a1_c3d9_4462_b8][bookmark: _LINE__4_2c23880e_ae40_4417_bfea_4ed6955][bookmark: _LINE__5_381416f1_af50_4191_a309_4f20fe1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__78133bb7_e7d5_4c82_97][bookmark: _LINE__6_db62a7cd_764e_4e35_9f9d_8c962da][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2d593648_3cfa_4fd8_a8b][bookmark: _LINE__7_f9ec31ba_678c_46c5_9b79_490fe96][bookmark: _LINE__8_01fe9f4a_7b82_4ee4_94e7_428a04c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d969b38c_42d5_410d_bd][bookmark: _LINE__9_4ba32203_47e9_45c4_848b_ab9b775][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__62be1486_bf0f_425b_bd4][bookmark: _LINE__10_40d43b39_02ff_47a3_a138_eba492][bookmark: _LINE__11_b49a93d8_387e_4243_899a_4d8d95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__12b5bb51_a4d9_471e_b9][bookmark: _LINE__12_427dc9f5_4c05_4efc_99b5_846a18][bookmark: _LINE__13_bbb71446_c3ed_46f3_8264_143555]6.  Restrictions on contributions and expenditures for certified candidates.  After certification, a  A certified candidate must limit the candidate's campaign expenditures and obligations, including outstanding obligations, to the revenues distributed to the candidate from the fund and may not accept any contributions unless specifically authorized by the commission.  Candidates Certified candidates may also accept and spend interest earned on fund revenues in campaign bank accounts.  All revenues distributed to a certified candidate from the fund must be used for campaign-related purposes. The certified candidate, the treasurer, the candidate's committee authorized pursuant to section 1013‑A, subsection 1 or any agent of the candidate and committee may not use these revenues for any but campaign-related purposes.  The certified candidate, the treasurer, the candidate's committee authorized pursuant to section 1013‑A, subsection 1 or any agent of the candidate and committee may not use these revenues for post-election parties.  This section does not prohibit a certified candidate from using personal funds for post-election parties as governed by rules of the commission.  The commission shall publish guidelines outlining permissible campaign-related expenditures.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c9ffa3e4_efab_4e5f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0bb6fee4_addb_439d_b2c6_d][bookmark: _PAR__2_5b4d567e_825d_42fd_8627_39ba12b7][bookmark: _LINE__14_055e9a90_655e_46e4_aa66_c58166][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6829fcfa_af8b_4159][bookmark: _LINE__15_b2e6ace5_1585_4174_b9ba_94e056]Sec. 26.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§7, as amended by IB 2015, c. 1, §22, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9fbffaef_f8b0_4e4f_a4ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__34390511_b947_4fee_8a5e_a6c][bookmark: _PAR__3_b9211835_a823_4f75_8242_1eba6b50][bookmark: _LINE__16_8ce3c657_c2f8_466f_9a6a_d60fd9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ba6ce3b9_25c6_4073_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6543781c_c089_4d6a_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ef2f1c54_3c71_4913_897][bookmark: _LINE__17_772f0425_b9e4_41c0_b500_52c5be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c1345582_994b_4e03_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7cd38269_c867_4a37_84][bookmark: _LINE__18_368364b7_90de_4a32_928a_083d3c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f028b6e9_379f_42b2_af]7.  Timing of initial fund distribution.  The commission shall distribute to certified candidates revenues from the fund in amounts determined under subsections 8-B to 8-C, 8D and 8F in the following manner.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3bc93a1a_91ab_47aa_9a86][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__184f7abb_80e2_4c91_a21e_a0d1][bookmark: _PAR__4_94771636_c5e7_41e9_8ea3_bfb13578][bookmark: _LINE__19_8abe346e_a7a0_4291_bcbc_bab718][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__97bdef32_7c29_4f8f_92a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__37f2118b_03c5_40d7_a2][bookmark: _LINE__20_dc0c101f_52c5_4468_9fcb_926b26][bookmark: _LINE__21_8fe6469c_8047_47ff_ac4f_6e4ad0]A.  Within 3 days after certification under subsection 5, for candidates certified prior to March 15th of the election year, revenues from the fund must be distributed as if the candidates are in an uncontested primary election.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__277324ac_4171_4064_9f49][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b046bc4e_3f27_412b_8610_7404][bookmark: _PAR__5_513bef10_1579_4f33_9f91_e1804f18][bookmark: _LINE__22_8c7d71d7_50b4_427c_b903_a03b9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd04ddca_95de_4bb7_9d9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__10529552_a446_429d_bf][bookmark: _LINE__23_8dbf062e_a361_4a3e_b792_10d16c][bookmark: _LINE__24_48e86447_a55d_43c4_b288_1511fe][bookmark: _LINE__25_11af8479_4a26_4244_96a4_0873e7]B.  Within 3 days after certification under subsection 5, for all candidates certified between March 15th and the end of the qualifying period of the election year, revenues from the fund must be distributed according to whether the candidate is in a contested or uncontested primary election.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__23b491c3_ada8_4033_95be][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c84ba255_840c_4907_928b_b2e5][bookmark: _PAR__6_f2a9222f_c072_4b71_83ca_29a65121][bookmark: _LINE__26_2b666cd8_c14d_4dde_81dc_318b4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6a02f544_1433_4917_a65][bookmark: _LINE__27_160fa704_8a4b_40e6_b925_7f4647][bookmark: _LINE__28_d4866667_ab17_46e7_abe2_5aae16]B-1.  For candidates in contested primary elections receiving a distribution under paragraph A, additional revenues from the fund must be distributed within 3 days of March 15th of the election year.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b6d04762_a497_4339_bb7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__793b1cd1_868e_48ca_bde1_d164][bookmark: _PAR__7_86e8197f_1f10_4f9e_8877_f1f22858][bookmark: _LINE__29_aab8701c_1aa5_4791_a42a_cd93d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__638d6688_c420_437c_8e6][bookmark: _LINE__30_5286ecf1_949d_4d34_ac47_9aacfb][bookmark: _LINE__31_7fca3356_a9cf_42a7_b095_d51e47]C.  No later than 3 days after the primary election results are certified, for general election certified candidates, revenues from the fund must be distributed according to whether the candidate is in a contested or uncontested general election.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28dc67b5_b804_4b44_9de][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__437c4da8_9254_45b6_a558_295b][bookmark: _PAR__8_61d03501_e43d_42c2_8cdf_9a1c9f35][bookmark: _LINE__32_ce964163_ecc2_4af5_85a6_340a16][bookmark: _LINE__33_7225c685_9424_4828_954c_b901fd]Funds may be distributed to certified candidates under this section by any mechanism that is expeditious, ensures accountability and safeguards the integrity of the fund.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b4f2c2dd_36a9_41b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6f3b037c_d56e_4c99_862c_f][bookmark: _PAR__9_6f096715_d741_4c3d_9967_bec6b392][bookmark: _LINE__34_375f2ac2_e2db_41bd_a273_01c78f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7476f3d8_8135_48cb][bookmark: _LINE__35_a8bff6cc_69fd_460d_9882_a308a5]Sec. 27.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§7-B, as enacted by IB 2015, c. 1, §23, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__efda00df_8ef5_4296][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4a617a28_477a_460f_b99a_1][bookmark: _PAR__10_88d3c2fa_fffe_4ad3_a256_49ed457][bookmark: _LINE__36_7c04cff6_56af_4f54_be6a_34710d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9ebfb16d_946f_4080][bookmark: _LINE__37_a7ee3058_f819_45e1_a492_772a6a]Sec. 28.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§8-B, as enacted by IB 2015, c. 1, §25, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__34918fa8_f148_48b9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fd75cef2_39c8_4e09_9fdd_7][bookmark: _PAR__11_576c17a5_7faf_4d89_909f_2b3a9e7][bookmark: _LINE__38_81638bd6_c07d_4ca3_92e8_cfaf24][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__91a60c66_f1a5_4ef1][bookmark: _LINE__39_896b0e79_a87e_4417_b60f_fb1c60]Sec. 29.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§8-C, as enacted by IB 2015, c. 1, §25, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8d6a84be_f6a9_4b4d_ad26][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a9e5a64a_8439_482b_bc21_f2c][bookmark: _PAR__12_0d293696_53ca_44b2_8ba8_9dc674b][bookmark: _LINE__40_392a2799_461c_4b5e_9d0b_1ebdf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fb82a1eb_04f4_4b1f_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ad2e9b5f_0d1f_4f87_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__13c1395d_dc95_4b62_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d4888500_8c8e_4c54_96d][bookmark: _LINE__41_99a4173f_39be_42ad_b6bb_2117fd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d2030179_680a_4eb1_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b005fb79_85e9_4293_85][bookmark: _LINE__42_be5d1d3d_de66_4874_a1de_c97acc]8-C.  Distributions to participating certified candidates for State Senate.  Distributions from the fund to participating certified candidates for the State Senate must be made as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ea3421b1_7548_43e2_b964][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9bfaec6f_5122_4359_afe9_b267][bookmark: _PAGE__9_3b09f8d8_a113_4cb4_83b4_e6b6066][bookmark: _PAR__1_6a1199c4_7aac_4b78_b1b7_2bf10e60][bookmark: _LINE__1_12100161_bbe7_482b_93b2_1254ac6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0758f5d_678c_4d9a_aaa][bookmark: _LINE__2_997e6153_cece_4982_8bcc_564c0ba]A.  For an uncontested primary election, the total distribution of revenues is $2,000 per candidate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d756e8d9_d1a1_4843_9254][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__84762aef_c5d2_4e52_b240_4234][bookmark: _PAR__2_6c60ac72_1363_49ec_b9d4_d648abcf][bookmark: _LINE__3_7cfde49a_a0a7_4175_8e55_defb3dd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__03ae695d_dd9a_4033_a23][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__831d127f_f62b_4e63_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e458f1fc_78c9_499e_ac][bookmark: _LINE__4_991d55f4_57d5_4664_9dca_18d46ab]B.  For a contested primary election, the total distribution of revenues is $10,000 $7,500 per candidate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0e17a296_5a4c_4fe0_bbda][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__885234c4_12cf_4be6_9d5c_3d43][bookmark: _PAR__3_c65f21fb_f4af_48a2_97ff_4b33a739][bookmark: _LINE__5_7f7ec0a5_dde5_46a9_b29d_83c0878][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6778d5b6_3d21_43ca_9f4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f2292bb7_791d_4a6e_a0][bookmark: _LINE__6_b9debbcf_d067_40ee_970f_fa6cfe6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__26d73f9f_07ee_491d_b3]C.  For an uncontested general election, the total distribution of revenues is $6,000 $7,000 per candidate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__db5c93e4_6eac_464d_9b20][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2462b6de_6081_472f_bcad_6647][bookmark: _PAR__4_57a6e67e_8b61_4bd1_90c5_77203d04][bookmark: _LINE__7_7cf2a7d1_7fe8_4878_be7a_4ab8671][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e3da6241_6b17_4b85_bd8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__20c60697_e619_46ff_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__49be9461_0cc7_40ab_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0d8b4e87_80db_43f4_b4][bookmark: _LINE__8_5ed24d42_53df_49c8_989a_b9a6eb2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__70dfe80d_e2b8_4395_b9]D.  For a contested general election, the amount total distribution of revenues distributed is as follows: is $21,500 per candidate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__25606e87_800d_4bbc_a676_72f][bookmark: _PAR__5_b64f92ef_b92e_42be_8ccb_b06e5ecf][bookmark: _LINE__9_810e7da9_44bd_4f7b_b391_dcc5704][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3df3bd4f_89c9_44d8_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__58cbb815_395b_4f8f_95d9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__55187407_8280_4514_b2c](1)  The initial distribution of revenues is $20,000 per candidate;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e3d4c758_e36d_40b7_8a9e_f86][bookmark: _PAR__6_680f8c27_4509_45bb_96ad_df0cd14a][bookmark: _LINE__10_d61e8e86_254f_44f8_bef3_9343e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3b71fc0f_5b2b_4953_928a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a3b6d66b_4c51_4b44_a2b][bookmark: _LINE__11_bb623055_0951_4028_8276_f5ed33][bookmark: _LINE__12_95312849_993b_427f_860b_fa2960][bookmark: _LINE__13_12103c8e_aec5_496f_bf35_88935f](2)  For each increment of 45 additional qualifying contributions a candidate collects and submits pursuant to subsection 8‑E, not to exceed a total of 360 additional qualifying contributions, the supplemental distribution of revenues to that candidate is $5,000; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6efe75e3_9804_4e79_8cc6_cb4][bookmark: _PAR__7_ac6d25b6_e52f_4a12_bf96_f089a876][bookmark: _LINE__14_2f982063_131d_4afc_b5b4_5776c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a0f0798_f22e_4aa7_8b21][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__12f42f2d_d806_4eef_9a4][bookmark: _LINE__15_d51b3531_b048_46df_bc93_34b1de](3)  The total amount of revenues distributed for a contested general election may not exceed $60,000 per candidate.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__07bd362b_2d20_4107][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1824e2fe_8b35_4b91_b3a4_b][bookmark: _PAR__8_ceec23ab_0820_47b6_964f_37564b86][bookmark: _LINE__16_2121cb9c_ea90_48f2_90ff_35019d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c07dec74_d34a_4d05][bookmark: _LINE__17_3514c14a_840b_4ba3_800d_9b75d6]Sec. 30.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§8-D, as enacted by IB 2015, c. 1, §25, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a541084_26ea_4cc8_ad0d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__031bb531_a54b_4355_bdef_b2f][bookmark: _PAR__9_7ea10469_4a34_4860_8e63_6ae0f8a6][bookmark: _LINE__18_eb2b32cb_5024_41c7_9924_839d29][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cbf63063_3bd1_45f2_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a05fa49b_1b31_4222_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d2980a05_0359_4129_8b][bookmark: _LINE__19_bb43f477_9b34_4671_b28a_fbe8e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__346dac17_3ea3_4e58_9b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__00196e02_722b_442c_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1f32b030_a963_428d_83][bookmark: _LINE__20_989ce85b_1fd6_46d2_bcaf_af4e99]8-D.  Distributions to participating certified candidates for State House of Representatives.  Distributions from the fund to participating certified candidates for the State House of Representatives must be made as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ad4014d7_eb9f_44a3_a2bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4f17771b_1d70_4d4f_91bf_a404][bookmark: _PAR__10_526f0e1a_a938_4bb3_bcba_b248eee][bookmark: _LINE__21_9fc861fd_5526_49c6_84ce_fa610a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f50571ac_2f3c_4de0_a5e][bookmark: _LINE__22_4e5f7155_4609_457c_81e5_cf1237]A.  For an uncontested primary election, the total distribution of revenues is $500 per candidate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__456ae48d_7092_4aad_9680][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f76feab0_6d94_4774_8502_e2af][bookmark: _PAR__11_7b4e95fc_2e22_48d5_90df_9c3d40f][bookmark: _LINE__23_777cff3c_845c_48ab_9352_7b9cd2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d86fb1e5_f0c2_4287_9cb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fe64ad29_7c01_4a31_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__378ffaf1_97a4_4b57_85][bookmark: _LINE__24_755b9ac9_0cd8_4219_a123_302a07]B.  For a contested primary election, the total distribution of revenues is $2,500 $1,500 per candidate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a724c3a9_692d_44ab_bcf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3ee99db7_7995_4b42_bacc_f192][bookmark: _PAR__12_287d1adf_0dee_4cd6_b7ce_eddcb87][bookmark: _LINE__25_e410a11e_d70e_433f_96dc_42d6c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1671f181_4388_45a1_ac1][bookmark: _LINE__26_6f12f617_80fa_4290_bb90_4a3933]C.  For an uncontested general election, the total distribution of revenues is $1,500 per candidate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b3327126_b2a9_4742_a575][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1970825c_be72_43e9_ac3f_b20c][bookmark: _PAR__13_b63d4704_430e_4a50_bea3_ef3ecc0][bookmark: _LINE__27_9a767f4a_8ce2_4ba4_858c_212b89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__84bf1dbc_6994_4660_aad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cd8b83b5_09d6_4794_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d8549d85_a394_40d5_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2767287e_412f_4f41_8c][bookmark: _LINE__28_4d9c5b17_7a89_42ed_8e95_1fb58f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__524bc135_245f_4df7_be]D.  For a contested general election, the amount total distribution of revenues distributed is as follows: is $4,500 per candidate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ff18e95a_f4dc_4bc1_b79d_e93][bookmark: _PAR__14_3bf73c30_f4f3_46d9_9e5c_2d1f84d][bookmark: _LINE__29_21b75a02_3a8f_4a4e_9aba_35ac74][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b29bd9f9_4bf5_495b_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b1ecba37_65a8_4f29_a1f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7049b85f_12d2_472c_a30](1)  The initial distribution of revenues is $5,000 per candidate;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7e851f3e_f019_4732_b6b0_034][bookmark: _PAR__15_ddf4aa03_a584_4b74_8546_f51ab4a][bookmark: _LINE__30_bfb01fc9_affd_4b54_aa9e_444608][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ec15c6c_d5d2_45aa_b885][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fe77e3c1_e825_476f_8f8][bookmark: _LINE__31_0f977b01_9b23_4430_8b98_7d7646][bookmark: _LINE__32_291a7c03_67fd_4eea_b3cc_cd4567][bookmark: _LINE__33_cacb9c8c_1836_43e0_ae9f_b6fd90](2)  For each increment of 15 additional qualifying contributions a candidate collects and submits pursuant to subsection 8‑E, not to exceed a total of 120 additional qualifying contributions, the supplemental distribution of revenues to that candidate is $1,250; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9e61815a_f0dc_42b7_add9_df8][bookmark: _PAR__16_d0bbb7be_5090_489a_8a49_c799f95][bookmark: _LINE__34_bdc5f9f4_9ff6_47a4_9674_e0c32f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b1cca3d2_0231_4d96_b445][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ad0c12a_7713_40cd_919][bookmark: _LINE__35_73308874_415f_43dd_aec8_d9dbc1](3)  The total amount of revenues distributed for a contested general election may not exceed $15,000 per candidate.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__90935620_4944_4da2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__91fdf37d_098c_4fb3_823c_7][bookmark: _PAR__17_d8abd23e_18f7_42a1_96a8_762c9e7][bookmark: _LINE__36_fbe149a7_ecba_4172_ad09_256198][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5a43857c_acd7_4004][bookmark: _LINE__37_c0ea2c32_3d7c_4fa9_9c4c_c9a098]Sec. 31.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§8-E, as amended by PL 2019, c. 323, §33, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__59ed5bda_161a_4e21][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c07a5185_82ee_49a4_a7e8_2][bookmark: _PAR__18_8a38fdc4_11ad_4adb_84af_c53091a][bookmark: _LINE__38_90e1eca0_de2e_415e_9db7_f343ea][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5c0a867d_4038_4e43][bookmark: _LINE__39_b3d2e1ab_7f99_4c19_aa01_139b61]Sec. 32.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§8-F, as enacted by IB 2015, c. 1, §25, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f067b7da_d862_4530_85fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ee59a11f_b1d8_4fff_ad87_fae][bookmark: _PAGE__10_6cf3c8c3_fcce_4269_a4d7_6d11eb][bookmark: _PAR__1_d5332827_715b_4fe6_a678_b8c28797][bookmark: _LINE__1_b3dd1bbb_9525_4eed_bd12_c7d83bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__aebd9d55_af35_4a47_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__878309b3_cd4c_4600_93][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1cbeedc6_0490_44c1_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d3d88655_621a_493a_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7ca3a3a4_f5ed_4cec_ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ad636bff_45a0_4b8a_98a][bookmark: _LINE__2_f0c1574a_7e80_42e8_ab12_f27affb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__26da4745_372d_4592_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b66da344_22ae_4736_92][bookmark: _LINE__3_2f40b36b_3a68_45ff_9b27_cfb0c65][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c5ea01d5_c874_4177_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d9dc97d8_e286_4ea4_8e][bookmark: _LINE__4_991d5910_1c24_4425_a46d_340cd50][bookmark: _LINE__5_8945a669_9bce_4c47_9596_590ee40][bookmark: _LINE__6_c5ecea28_4d2d_40b5_8afd_e930040][bookmark: _LINE__7_0b26cb93_39b7_449c_a178_51d2b12][bookmark: _LINE__8_fa18273b_d5e6_4d1e_b630_afc866f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ea8e095d_14d4_4ad6_97][bookmark: _LINE__9_04643382_47ed_4855_ab83_ea0d6ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b00f96c2_68df_4a8b_ba][bookmark: _LINE__10_bddff57e_6c9c_4b94_aad7_e08fa0][bookmark: _LINE__11_aa74e4a8_0bdc_44e0_914c_de1bcf][bookmark: _LINE__12_8ebb53ba_0bd8_4572_9d51_000154]8-F.  Amount Adjustment of distributions distribution amounts.  On December 1st of each even-numbered year the commission shall review and adjust maintain, increase or decrease the distribution amounts in subsections 8-B to 8C and 8-D based on the Consumer Price Index as reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  If an adjustment is warranted by the Consumer Price Index, the distribution amounts must be adjusted, rounded to the nearest amount divisible by $25.  When making adjustments under this subsection, the commission may not change the number of qualifying contributions or additional qualifying contributions required to trigger an initial distribution or an increment of supplemental distribution required by subsection 3, paragraph D.  The commission shall post information about the distribution amounts including the date of any adjustment on its publicly accessible website and include this information with any publication to be used as a guide for candidates.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8b2cdd39_59dc_479c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__564023ff_1663_4453_bccb_f][bookmark: _PAR__2_c6454111_1157_430c_939f_6eaecb4c][bookmark: _LINE__13_cf23fec9_25e4_40ad_a5c5_4a6f27][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__07c271bc_27fd_4b6a][bookmark: _LINE__14_6df3f103_2004_4fe0_813d_848846]Sec. 33.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§10, as amended by IB 2015, c. 1, §26, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e4d5ddb6_2e21_4383_a1c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7631fc05_5d89_4ba4_b9dd_c7e][bookmark: _PAR__3_64aabe66_baa6_48b3_9484_0be6e45e][bookmark: _LINE__15_ca836dba_559f_48cd_83f1_a8102e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1c1169c5_d500_4b31_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a0424d01_d7ed_4f1f_8a4][bookmark: _LINE__16_b59c478c_f90e_4643_b9e7_ad79fc][bookmark: _LINE__17_2988183d_80e7_4c5c_b538_99500e][bookmark: _LINE__18_2fcdba5a_d0b6_4c82_ac55_e9995f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7bf72fb4_af88_4af6_8e][bookmark: _LINE__19_85f7a725_4a2f_4ed0_9d45_c3e85e][bookmark: _LINE__20_01111e77_12bd_40c1_8296_382890][bookmark: _LINE__21_40ba0f06_8158_4b1a_87e6_836212][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1645b70a_cd69_46e2_91][bookmark: _LINE__22_9e283309_bab2_4d14_a30b_e928f7][bookmark: _LINE__23_8f281d96_cb28_423e_ae3a_e5db32][bookmark: _LINE__24_346fa5ef_1ce3_449e_991a_c09d1b][bookmark: _LINE__25_abab3b94_08fb_4bde_a9f0_485029][bookmark: _LINE__26_1325bb32_007e_4373_a617_f45c7a][bookmark: _LINE__27_6f39efcd_db4b_473f_8912_d7218e][bookmark: _LINE__28_9435f6af_0700_47b7_b1db_8351ca]10.  Candidate not enrolled in a party.  An unenrolled candidate for the Legislature who submits the required number of qualifying contributions and other required documents under subsection 4 by 5:00 p.m. on April 20th preceding the primary election and who is certified under subsection 5 is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election candidate and a general election candidate as specified in subsections 7, 8-C and 8-D.  Revenues for the general election must be distributed to the candidate as specified in subsection 7.  An unenrolled candidate for Governor who submits the required number of qualifying contributions and other required documents under subsection 4 by 5:00 p.m. on April 1st preceding the primary election and who is certified is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election gubernatorial candidate and a general election gubernatorial candidate as specified in subsections 7 and 8-B.  Revenues for the general election must be distributed to the candidate for Governor as specified in subsection 7.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__28585bfe_26b8_44bc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4add3c53_f68f_42d4_a6ab_1][bookmark: _PAR__4_2530a376_ae0e_411b_961c_c604ca21][bookmark: _LINE__29_a0582654_1a1e_4333_b944_e6f80f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__73be421c_d642_4a71][bookmark: _LINE__30_81276a06_8612_456e_87ae_050775]Sec. 34.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§12-B, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 443, Pt. B, §6, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b9ea6127_c03c_4f30][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9a5d2791_0992_4e2b_bcde_0][bookmark: _PAR__5_1233d033_b07a_42ae_ba39_f16d8b72][bookmark: _LINE__31_8d2c100a_75db_4be7_ade7_65df79][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d4251ce4_5c44_4659][bookmark: _LINE__32_b07edbf3_6b1e_4f2a_8093_71a4f7]Sec. 35.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§14, as amended by PL 2011, c. 389, §59, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__57e55b82_5d4b_4675_8c95][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a6a222fe_74e4_4823_b505_7be][bookmark: _PAR__6_46c9df04_6fd1_4149_bce1_88a95cfd][bookmark: _LINE__33_270931f0_657d_4ffd_b5e0_e0df90][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__22fc2e27_8f7b_4dfa_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d7d0d828_945d_4d37_9fa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f379c164_8d85_403f_81][bookmark: _LINE__34_583596a5_101d_4e34_94b6_60721a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9d96f067_8f2d_4f56_b1][bookmark: _LINE__35_44487621_f2ee_4c58_9794_0543bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__197cae16_a609_481d_9b][bookmark: _LINE__36_724b6066_633e_4942_8d6a_58e530][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf266743_c945_4fd3_99][bookmark: _LINE__37_6dc37e10_8f53_4930_a43c_3b4f89]14.  Appeals.  A candidate who has been denied certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate under subsection 5 by the commission's executive director, the opponent of a candidate who has been granted certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate under subsection 5 or other interested persons may challenge a certification decision by the executive director as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__36c82986_37f3_4187_be38][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cad27e49_7c06_442a_8b24_7720][bookmark: _PAR__7_47e1b905_3233_4f1f_8117_bc089b1c][bookmark: _LINE__38_5e0eebaf_b762_4a44_be07_142a72][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d58fb4c7_7f52_476a_a17][bookmark: _LINE__39_fad7af58_3a05_495b_b308_1c9fe1]A.  A challenger may appeal to the commission within 7 days of the certification decision.  The appeal must be in writing and must set forth the reasons for the appeal.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7c8d1515_e17f_40b6_baad][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1c6142a4_9393_43d7_991a_2074][bookmark: _PAR__8_14de1182_33fb_4494_9479_b11b0f02][bookmark: _LINE__40_79649dc3_299d_44d7_aa6f_05ee0d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__21e99f10_0df3_45cf_9f0][bookmark: _LINE__41_c35b10cc_fb90_40c2_a154_dc5e17][bookmark: _LINE__42_e6f4e4ef_af01_49ed_82d2_e7b8bd][bookmark: _LINE__43_40206bee_c5ca_489a_9d72_6fc0ae][bookmark: _LINE__44_8a583d15_421a_46ff_be92_5ad610][bookmark: _LINE__45_f907b4ee_1551_4cec_ba29_c9131a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__b839a8e0_86db_4152_b914_e94][bookmark: _PAGE__11_a156c33f_e912_4a88_a4fb_b44e81][bookmark: _PAR__1_a455795c_bb6e_4492_80fc_fdf0c5f3][bookmark: _LINE__1_b05cd3c0_45f4_450d_995a_016da6e][bookmark: _LINE__2_afb05d90_10df_4e35_b868_5fbc79e]B.  Within 5 days after an appeal is properly made and after notice is given to the challenger and any opponent, the commission shall hold a hearing, except that the commission may extend this period upon agreement of the challenger and the candidate whose certification is the subject of the appeal, or in response to the request of either party upon a showing of good cause.  The appellant has the burden of proving that the certification decision was in error as a matter of law or was based on factual error.  The commission must rule on the appeal within 5 business days after the completion of the hearing.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__29a29ef2_1e43_4224_b045][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__02558a6f_f1b1_4a55_b079_4c1e][bookmark: _PAR__2_fbba010c_48a4_4fee_9773_ffa90421][bookmark: _LINE__3_8805c38b_c144_435c_9846_7f0a16d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e30c5650_bcb1_4d8b_9ad][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ee6bac83_9645_48f5_8ef][bookmark: _LINE__4_a3df3887_6fbc_4125_abbc_af936d9][bookmark: _LINE__5_17b3c693_573a_4f30_895d_9c4f71d][bookmark: _LINE__6_50a53117_5a4d_4f9b_b4be_e106750][bookmark: _LINE__7_e8f9a2b7_5150_44e5_823b_70936b7][bookmark: _LINE__8_5e2f4fbd_b7a5_43d3_b4e3_af67978][bookmark: _LINE__9_fcab0cf8_0f2a_420f_b337_793ddd1][bookmark: _LINE__10_3e3cf792_c1d7_4e8c_9cb5_a6bf49][bookmark: _LINE__11_e779abce_4961_4285_a576_a9331e][bookmark: _LINE__12_23af41e9_4c8e_4f8d_a864_ca4cc0][bookmark: _LINE__13_3b637b07_b0ba_48db_8331_676794]C.  A challenger may appeal the decision of the commission in paragraph B by commencing an action in Superior Court within 5 days of the date of the commission's decision.  The action must be conducted in accordance with Rule 80C of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, except that the court shall issue its written decision within 20 days of the date of the commission's decision.  Any aggrieved party may appeal the decision of the Superior Court by filing a notice of appeal within 3 days of that decision.  The record on appeal must be transmitted to the Law Court within 3 days after the notice of appeal is filed.  After filing the notice of appeal, the parties have 4 days to file briefs and appendices with the clerk of the court.  The court shall consider the case as soon as possible after the record and briefs have been filed and shall issue its decision within 14 days of the decision of the Superior Court.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__14a5d99a_dae2_4c91_a29f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0aff4c82_4b71_4c7b_993d_eb5d][bookmark: _PAR__3_74afbde6_24bb_4c26_b099_83ce5cea][bookmark: _LINE__14_98146ad9_a51f_4d1a_9051_e78f09][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e3c33fb_42e4_496e_a5d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__09310463_7bbf_439f_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a6fc661a_5675_439e_bc][bookmark: _LINE__15_b0ca4f42_5001_4c11_9f74_8cfff9][bookmark: _LINE__16_450190eb_e8cd_4233_9c2b_8c6e2d][bookmark: _LINE__17_48a68354_a5d7_4eb5_ad2d_d78349][bookmark: _LINE__18_9d83627a_1d79_4e42_a2c6_37e0b2]D.  A candidate whose certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate under subsection 5 is reversed on appeal must return to the commission any unspent revenues distributed from the fund.  If the commission or court finds that an appeal was made frivolously or to cause delay or hardship, the commission or court may require the moving party to pay costs of the commission, court and opposing parties, if any.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__588603a3_82f4_4480][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c5187540_de36_4333_a8d9_f][bookmark: _PAR__4_d49dfd58_0901_4234_b9fd_860b3422][bookmark: _LINE__19_cf7e4b7d_f5c7_4804_aa65_ce44a8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__708c33dc_cef2_4bfb][bookmark: _LINE__20_3bfb9db7_d743_4c90_a9db_8d4a89]Sec. 36.  21-A MRSA §1126, as amended by PL 2001, c. 465, §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__bc30d1a2_eb9b_4da3_a88f_5194][bookmark: _PAR__5_42367e30_614f_4f90_9a03_8f6fc765][bookmark: _LINE__21_5a8b6a0e_6fcf_4dfc_a83f_1d16ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__62ca767f_5a96_49e4_a976][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__94fe1178_cb7c_4bc4_b5]§1126.  Commission to adopt rules
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9e3e76fa_16ef_4cba_a72][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__827aa8dc_bc12_4be4_8110_de6a][bookmark: _PAR__6_c5f24220_b057_46b1_9435_eb4897e7][bookmark: _LINE__22_84ac3560_81ec_48e1_808e_ed9fe9][bookmark: _LINE__23_5e66010b_7d39_4d7f_b575_cea45f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b3a069f1_1e60_466f_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f30bbb5d_3af5_4ef4_87][bookmark: _LINE__24_070bbaf2_360a_41c1_bff5_ceee20][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3014739c_9299_4a03_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9da2bed0_f2f4_4933_9f][bookmark: _LINE__25_cda5746d_aae8_4f75_985c_ce15a9][bookmark: _LINE__26_ff80b1e4_7935_4dc4_b2fd_0e5bd6][bookmark: _LINE__27_879a0072_a10c_4133_a118_e28f04][bookmark: _LINE__28_10d1d11d_5bab_4900_8d3e_bbb1c3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__23ce1901_ff50_4aa2_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__56a3cb65_91d7_4f7c_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9b2e34c4_2348_4a3e_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fe6f02ce_af59_4a32_a3][bookmark: _LINE__29_fc5592b2_13fc_4337_a379_67e281][bookmark: _LINE__30_b6788b47_3411_4048_9dcc_e77e7f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__37f60b0f_c815_406d_8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9bfb6a55_fa6c_4fc8_a6]The commission shall adopt rules to ensure effective administration of this chapter.  These rules must include but must may not be limited to procedures for obtaining qualifying contributions, certification as a Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Act candidate, circumstances involving special elections, vacancies, recounts, withdrawals or replacements, collection of revenues for the fund, distribution of fund revenue to certified candidates, return of unspent fund disbursements, disposition of equipment purchased with clean election funds fund revenues and compliance with the Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Act.  Rules of the commission required by this section are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A 2A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e7e4b47d_5b66_4503][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__76f8d76d_3296_4c59_9ab8_2][bookmark: _PAR__7_e9baaa34_33a5_426d_b3e6_ef6d618b][bookmark: _LINE__31_b83977f2_099e_4dbf_8216_c77044][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__db189d22_dfe1_4d41][bookmark: _LINE__32_1729e916_3ce3_45b0_99ee_1681d8]Sec. 37.  21-A MRSA §1127, sub-§2, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §17, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__804a0313_eaf0_43f6_98d3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cb5ae297_3320_4a08_adc1_94f][bookmark: _PAR__8_d355044a_19c4_4514_a0dd_9d445d93][bookmark: _LINE__33_4f9a66b3_c032_443c_922c_c5b721][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__30494195_1d27_42b7_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__00879b2b_990a_4eb8_838][bookmark: _LINE__34_eaaacbe3_fa3c_4832_a6c1_ec4740][bookmark: _LINE__35_ccc5f72a_9380_409d_9b94_c51f7a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7fa9bc8d_475f_4d15_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4d5bf16d_159e_4644_91][bookmark: _LINE__36_52dbf03f_13c8_482b_8c9e_3cd398][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__50c7921a_a0e3_48a7_be][bookmark: _LINE__37_ff393a54_4d69_4d97_ba3e_eac1b6]2.  Class E crime.  A person who willfully or knowingly violates this chapter or rules of the commission or who willfully or knowingly makes a false statement in any report required by this chapter commits a Class E crime and, if certified as a Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Act candidate under section 1125, subsection 5, must return to the fund all amounts distributed to the candidate.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1aab711e_cf69_4cfc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c0c2c4b5_86d0_4a41_8879_5][bookmark: _PAR__9_f62662da_083d_4ae5_a8ca_35ddff1b][bookmark: _LINE__38_f0e32b45_066e_4338_8688_06a637][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__32dfa06c_a62d_44a8][bookmark: _LINE__39_958f4a44_a147_4e8e_b5e8_6d2125]Sec. 38.  21-A MRSA §1128, as amended by PL 2009, c. 190, Pt. B, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__c8e45fe6_9a5f_4eb0_88b3_77ae][bookmark: _PAR__10_578bdb22_4102_4d4e_8d9f_14c837a][bookmark: _LINE__40_f098c371_0748_4f43_8eea_e5aad5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c1e9519c_7b13_4389_a645][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bfd24112_8776_479a_92]§1128.  Study report
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fe289129_34b2_4e42_b11][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5602ed83_c983_4172_b8cd_e9ec][bookmark: _PAR__11_6541990e_70a6_4143_bbb2_b4a920b][bookmark: _LINE__41_1da5c6c5_4f3b_406c_bbd1_a4d6ab][bookmark: _LINE__42_fc188015_e3ae_473c_b515_d100c3][bookmark: _LINE__43_809f1118_d84d_4cd7_99f1_3f5e7d][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__3248454a_9d08_4296_bbc2_829][bookmark: _PAGE__12_12e8ef45_c551_48a5_b98f_6f08cd][bookmark: _PAR__1_71871b1f_cfd5_465f_a77d_447cd257][bookmark: _LINE__1_f82acabb_1f37_4430_a366_acce464][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0200f989_eb8e_4cd1_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1ffa80c0_6f90_4e6d_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6a603074_8a42_4d73_b7][bookmark: _LINE__2_e35a5c2a_9248_4bd0_938c_fbc09c2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db1f1ba0_5088_4379_96]By March 15, 2011 and every 4 years after that date, the commission shall prepare for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over legal affairs a report documenting, evaluating and making recommendations relating to the administration, implementation and enforcement of the Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Act and Maine Clean Election Fund the fund.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__70de47b0_27cc_425d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cf947a51_430e_43d1_9a0b_3][bookmark: _PAR__2_860e3872_1cff_4d66_ae63_c0c3cc77][bookmark: _LINE__3_134967eb_2ecf_4c63_9c5a_719e22c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7fb0a037_07aa_41a4]Sec. 39.  36 MRSA §5286, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §18, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__2f03cc2d_9baf_4369_86b7_0472][bookmark: _PAR__3_d9938233_70c0_46ec_ba86_8f8a4b70][bookmark: _LINE__4_413882f8_12d9_4457_a4b1_d47c44a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26d692c4_0826_4a70_92b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6ad9b5b1_4d01_4010_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__80f8772a_4c56_492c_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1e6a5163_06d0_49b9_b9][bookmark: _LINE__5_0c6a01bc_fa8d_4c58_933e_c3d8dfc]§5286.  Contribution to Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Fund; voluntary checkoff
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__23af4b38_baa4_4c3f_b00f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__00e37f21_cfdd_4b18_99d2_e4e][bookmark: _PAR__4_ba33ca12_b31d_4bca_892f_bf00fcaf][bookmark: _LINE__6_7c5167e3_96d2_47b6_9ce5_4e79baf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__efc44292_8d04_4789_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9319327c_9048_4215_b70][bookmark: _LINE__7_a0d2e176_586c_487e_a000_9746b4c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0749d822_026d_4e4a_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__12b27654_1f67_438b_bc][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__31b82f1f_7f08_496d_9a6][bookmark: _LINE__8_4f807d1b_ee9f_4a22_b547_72e942b]1.  Designation.  Resident taxpayers may designate that $3 of their taxes be deposited in the Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Fund in accordance with Title 21‑A, section 1124.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a0316eb2_416b_4d32_a2ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__edc8c433_ba11_4480_8398_8d2][bookmark: _PAR__5_25bab777_4006_4936_b8d0_d0d2c603][bookmark: _LINE__9_ac68af6b_f36c_4f37_8c6c_a33b716][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__26be8f8d_b4c7_4d9f_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__be1a9251_9de4_4c05_80c][bookmark: _LINE__10_acf71850_5684_4981_bac9_e3a705][bookmark: _LINE__11_f8f5be70_17e4_4c1c_98db_4491f8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__21e90e4a_62b7_4cc3_87][bookmark: _LINE__12_56e1c855_30ae_4a2f_a430_337aa3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5a5949a2_9615_493e_a9]2.  Forms.  The State Tax Assessor shall provide on the first page of the income tax form a space for the filing individual to indicate whether that filer wishes to pay $3, or $6 if filing a joint return, from the General Fund of the State to finance the Maine Clean Publicly Financed Election Fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eeb82fca_18a5_4581_9f53][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ec28d921_515e_4013_8846_5a0][bookmark: _PAR__6_677f4d5a_055b_452e_8a12_a7990981][bookmark: _LINE__13_11196614_8ff1_42f5_9945_86c7a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5888d4bd_9997_4fa5_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__35b274d9_ca82_419f_9a7][bookmark: _LINE__14_199f864f_9921_4ba8_9cbe_a3167f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a0301a2d_29fe_411f_a11]3.  Transfer of Funds.  The State Tax Assessor shall transfer funds from the General Fund in accordance with Title 21‑A, section 1124.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__935a618b_1d52_4f36_afb6_973f4d][bookmark: _PAR__7_faab0d46_cf0e_489f_aaf4_a21a4733][bookmark: _LINE__15_d996d35a_55b3_45b0_adf8_999473]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_b07899a9_d8a7_43bb_9297_68b3f407][bookmark: _LINE__16_94f51f5b_331e_490a_849e_78dc2d][bookmark: _LINE__17_be4db4b9_cb23_453c_a487_040bbc]This bill makes the following changes to the Maine Clean Election Act and other campaign finance laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_de8125f5_985d_4e85_97e9_59832258][bookmark: _LINE__18_83f1c570_fb45_4d79_9e93_79a1bf][bookmark: _LINE__19_b986564e_662c_4a16_a56f_94d89c][bookmark: _LINE__20_ec7236c4_1e31_4a5e_8ecb_57b7c7]1.  It changes the title of the Maine Clean Election Act to the Maine Publicly Financed Election Act and the name of the Maine Clean Election Fund to the Maine Publicly Financed Election Fund.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_11ddb41b_1bd1_40d8_b377_5f48804][bookmark: _LINE__21_cad9fe4e_a552_4421_92a7_c75530][bookmark: _LINE__22_3affe18d_373d_4114_a817_f55739]2.  It changes from $3,000,000 to $2,000,000 the amount of tax revenue required to be deposited in the fund by the State Controller each year.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_be68f30b_cf29_4a1d_9dd0_cc573ff][bookmark: _LINE__23_c7caa04d_9027_4241_bdaf_33bd9f][bookmark: _LINE__24_ffbb8618_6c0c_4ea7_a512_203033]3. It eliminates the ability of gubernatorial candidates to receive funding under the Maine Publicly Financed Election Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6c6dda41_7bc3_46ee_acd4_7f52602][bookmark: _LINE__25_2dda813e_9ea2_4ebd_a759_61328d][bookmark: _LINE__26_bb1409ef_8eaf_493b_8fac_a23e7e][bookmark: _LINE__27_0eb982e0_cc9e_4cdb_8b98_0ecc7e]4. It restricts candidates seeking to participate in the Maine Publicly Financed Election Act to collecting seed money contributions from registered voters in the electoral division for the office a candidate is seeking.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_85ac7191_026f_4731_99d7_2588ea4][bookmark: _LINE__28_f8571724_1935_490b_9914_15d677][bookmark: _LINE__29_b5fe89ac_8d58_4faa_a186_7a1325][bookmark: _LINE__30_ccf69d7f_e3fa_4373_9ca0_513f84][bookmark: _LINE__31_1529d1bb_84da_48cd_a1c8_a746b5][bookmark: _LINE__32_6c626523_8638_41f8_9ff0_72545d][bookmark: _LINE__33_376534ae_981b_442c_acdb_a00eae]5. It changes the distribution amounts for certified Maine Publicly Financed Election Act candidates to match the distribution amounts, rounded to the nearest $500, established by the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices for certified Maine Clean Election Act candidates in 2014.  It clarifies the commission’s authority to maintain, increase or reduce the amount of fund distributions every 2 years based on changes to the Consumer Price Index.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_13cf7e1c_e31f_4cfe_9d92_a242c12][bookmark: _LINE__34_9939c33f_ac6e_43c5_9121_af3bd8][bookmark: _LINE__35_150f74c0_1761_4edc_9994_3bae19]6.  It eliminates the ability of certified Maine Publicly Financed Election Act candidates to obtain supplemental fund distributions by collecting additional qualifying contributions.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_9449c7ca_6474_4a6c_a0d7_be82915][bookmark: _LINE__36_88f64932_cb24_4f5c_982c_78cfd2][bookmark: _LINE__37_7545088f_5eef_4586_b48f_811bf7][bookmark: _LINE__38_e1904588_5d08_429c_bf1e_767ffb]7. It removes a provision of the campaign finance laws requiring that communications that are financed by independent expenditures include a conspicuous statement listing the top 3 funders of the entity making the independent expenditure.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_a9f65218_9e92_4128_8b2c_300de16][bookmark: _LINE__39_9b50916e_fa46_4f66_ada5_7ba0df][bookmark: _LINE__40_5a0258e1_4286_44fa_9313_29f8b5][bookmark: _LINE__41_f08d78d6_4b18_42d6_83db_53482a]8. It specifies that only party committees and political action committees, and not individuals, are required to file reports with the commission of independent expenditures aggregating in excess of $250 during any one candidate’s election.
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