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An Act to Enhance State Oversight of Water Use and Water Resources
L.D. 
An Act to Enhance State Oversight of Water Use and Water Resources
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__965cc1dd_85fe_44ca_b08e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9c361a25_ef14_45c8_a151_2ff9][bookmark: _PAR__16_58d09512_9e46_415e_add4_7a630e3][bookmark: _LINE__33_beaa30a4_b964_45fc_9950_330cec][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__af14842d_6d24_487a_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a22c3005_ba85_457a_833][bookmark: _LINE__34_20dbb7f0_d70b_4b65_acfe_b6fed2][bookmark: _LINE__35_a917e379_61b5_4b71_aee9_e11f4f][bookmark: _LINE__36_53a25771_64ac_44ee_bbd6_5b05d9][bookmark: _LINE__37_a4060b77_6dae_4a0e_8c21_a48847][bookmark: _LINE__38_6a7c4da7_4e4d_43ee_a976_25fd4f][bookmark: _LINE__39_ad5424ea_0f62_471f_b463_735a86][bookmark: _LINE__40_71293e79_21f0_4c67_b3fe_4cf3c9][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__3ecb0828_0e9f_476a_a75e_2b1][bookmark: _PAGE__2_d1056adf_9255_475c_915b_cc3801c][bookmark: _PAR__1_7f42e3db_0e20_4060_8874_95815272][bookmark: _LINE__1_4dd2f9d2_937d_48b4_9539_fb0c14f][bookmark: _LINE__2_ad8d1a0f_e93f_4ed5_9ca4_7000e4a]E.  Beginning January 15, 2024, and annually thereafter, the committee shall submit a report to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters; environment and natural resources matters; energy and utilities matters; and health and human services matters. The report must include a summary of the committee’s activities during the prior calendar year and any findings and recommendations, including any suggested legislation, relating to the committee’s duties under paragraphs B and C. After reviewing the report, each joint standing committee may report out legislation to implement any of the recommendations included in the report.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_5e05b4be_3a4d_4678_81e9_a0c46c3][bookmark: _LINE__29_3269ce52_205f_47f6_8a39_9de95f][bookmark: _LINE__30_f9ce034f_cb85_4168_b1de_952aa9][bookmark: _LINE__31_0bf5c27a_0765_4505_b408_257191][bookmark: _LINE__32_7ee7ba06_9632_4969_a348_49b047][bookmark: _LINE__33_0655838f_50ca_44aa_b64c_dc0129][bookmark: _LINE__34_89ae69f0_1ad4_4f58_b797_1f7efd][bookmark: _LINE__35_500d2d37_d55f_4a63_a491_61b052][bookmark: _LINE__36_de285321_d57c_4318_92cc_5f3a4b][bookmark: _LINE__37_fdd1ae34_de13_4afb_bbcf_3ca6df][bookmark: _LINE__38_ff24c03b_3cb2_42d2_bd0b_e95bfb][bookmark: _LINE__39_0275b7cd_0e37_4c5e_9e42_94d711][bookmark: _LINE__40_1ecf734e_3fb4_4062_88b5_c93ba3][bookmark: _LINE__41_ce21cce3_8321_48aa_95b6_cafc40][bookmark: _LINE__42_f82d0fa7_6b82_44c9_b8bc_6afbb0]This bill amends the duties of the Water Resources Planning Committee within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to include developing measures for the consolidation and centralization of collected state water resources information within a single state agency, ensuring public access to that information, identifying opportunities and resources to enhance or supplement the collection of state water resources information and enhancing or supplementing the State's monitoring of and data collection regarding water use and water resources.  It also requires the committee, beginning January 15, 2024, to annually submit a report to the department and to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters; environment and natural resources matters; energy and utilities matters; and health and human services matters.  The report must include a summary of the committee's activities during the prior calendar year and any findings and recommendations, including any suggested legislation, and each joint standing committee may report out legislation to implement any of the recommendations included in the report. 
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_9727ba42_1973_4029_a08f_ac1eb62][bookmark: _PAR__1_7cd25f71_2986_4bbb_b196_d0fbbf59][bookmark: _LINE__1_49a3004d_8851_4424_8113_a7bfde2][bookmark: _LINE__2_efe88c45_035c_45cc_bfec_076e593][bookmark: _LINE__3_bc26021c_4a0e_45ef_9489_0ce7426][bookmark: _LINE__4_e94fdcc5_8b25_449f_b642_9564a9f][bookmark: _LINE__5_f34c0a04_422a_4a99_8398_457bc1d][bookmark: _LINE__6_a98aa057_73c6_4c0a_8487_d14f335][bookmark: _LINE__7_20170f74_1321_42b7_ad74_8ef74ca][bookmark: _LINE__8_517587a2_81d3_4197_bc10_3580d4f][bookmark: _LINE__9_8dbcd6ee_e037_4ecc_8e34_b7bc182]The bill also amends the duties of the Maine Agricultural Water Management Board within the department to include developing recommendations for measures to enhance drought preparedness and drought resilience by agricultural producers.  It also requires the board, beginning January 15, 2024, to annually submit a report to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters and environment and natural resources matters. The report must include a summary of the board's activities during the prior calendar year and any findings and recommendations, including any suggested legislation, and each joint standing committee may report out legislation to implement any of the recommendations included in the report.
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