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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__944dad1a_ae53_42b6_85d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__34694671_9090_4f7a_a67c_dd8c][bookmark: _PAR__4_a9956366_0beb_49d7_baa5_26b19597][bookmark: _LINE__9_6a83782d_4f82_470c_8ab7_c712710][bookmark: _LINE__10_7f0396bb_a1bc_498e_87a4_175ed6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__225793db_0a0f_4d15_99][bookmark: _LINE__11_2416b837_0454_402b_b0dc_bf5e55][bookmark: _LINE__12_4a6fdd5b_ef02_46ee_b9f1_2565e4][bookmark: _LINE__13_776f4aa9_b9f7_4734_a9d7_b62a00][bookmark: _LINE__14_ac58ef09_8836_48ee_a4d6_df2e43][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cab5f986_88c5_4a43_b1][bookmark: _LINE__15_9649c1f0_300e_4ccb_bfbd_72d052][bookmark: _LINE__16_bb742312_f871_4a76_b175_ee08cb][bookmark: _LINE__17_0efcf766_8b15_46fe_9506_d8c2fa][bookmark: _LINE__18_7454da43_8c0a_41b7_9b2f_731965][bookmark: _LINE__19_081d78d1_a8fe_48f8_90b0_264b77]Every 3 years, the voters in a regional school unit shall consider continued use of the budget validation referendum process.  The warrant at the budget validation referendum in the 3rd year following adoption or continuation of the referendum process must include an article by which the voters of the school administrative unit may indicate whether they wish to continue the process for another 3 years.  The warrant for the referendum to validate the fiscal year 2010-11 budget is deemed the 3rd-year warrant.  The vote on the question of whether to continue the budget validation referendum process must take place on the next general election date in November of the 3rd year following the previous vote on that question.  A vote to continue retains the process for 3 additional years.  A vote to discontinue the process ends its use beginning with the following budget year and prohibits its reconsideration for at least 3 years.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__04b59ecc_5f4e_4760][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dfda7003_8773_4f21_ba20_9][bookmark: _PAR__6_4e34fe26_0ca4_4262_8ba9_b95b9fd3][bookmark: _LINE__32_99ebcea6_37e9_4a3a_95ba_da26de][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bd4c496c_d606_4ff0]Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §1486, sub-§3, ¶H is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_60c51e99_f2a9_414d_b55f_be69cf45][bookmark: _LINE__41_66f60bf7_afe4_42ad_8da6_4890ce][bookmark: _LINE__42_876ae941_d126_4836_9737_af7330][bookmark: _LINE__43_85d4164e_e59e_4bf7_a659_5f19f7][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__300c5d0b_e5b3_448c_b538_7ad][bookmark: _PAGE__2_04c8bdb3_9b02_488f_a9b0_8d59106][bookmark: _PAR__1_90455397_2142_4283_a7be_06d5bbe0][bookmark: _LINE__1_fab4ef11_e2f9_4c44_b26a_ea4b49f][bookmark: _LINE__2_1f3bbd26_b9a9_4cb8_8491_d1eabb4][bookmark: _LINE__3_72c8e134_9b2f_4506_b8f3_96383fb][bookmark: _LINE__4_26b83901_87ed_4cb6_bb63_851d36f][bookmark: _LINE__5_5142d9bd_7c0f_4cba_9c1b_e254926][bookmark: _LINE__6_a2852958_998c_4e1b_8e54_5a83ef6][bookmark: _LINE__7_81f49006_f874_4835_9225_5bb3ed1][bookmark: _LINE__8_e4167a6e_82d5_4095_aef7_4fef4e3][bookmark: _LINE__9_7d8d8205_6f8b_4be6_9cd2_4978f1a][bookmark: _LINE__10_2d677e7d_a49a_45f4_9c2f_02b880]This bill requires that a vote on the question of whether or not to continue an annual regional school unit budget validation referendum process take place on the next general election date in November of the 3rd year following the previous vote on that question.  The bill raises the number of voters required on a petition for an article to consider reinstatement of a budget validation referendum process from 10% to 25% of the number of voters voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities in the school administrative unit and requires that the regional school unit board place the article on the ballot of the next general election date in November following the applicable regional school unit board vote or petition.  A vote on a budget validation referendum may not be considered valid unless the number of voters voting on the referendum is equal to or greater than 25% of the total number of voters who voted in the last gubernatorial election in the area covered by the regional school unit seeking the budget validation.  If the number of voters voting on the referendum is less than 25%, the budget is considered to be approved.
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