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L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Essential Programs and Services Funding Formula to Include All Costs for the Transportation of Students
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__42ad4407_db2e_46b8_b15c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f05ee2a6_bde2_4b17_aceb_0b6][bookmark: _PAR__3_b35bd095_bd43_4b71_a726_bbde6834][bookmark: _LINE__4_cc589ca8_3b6a_49c4_8a65_7943ddd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e50d1c9f_6ac6_481b_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2162a802_7f64_4a41_b08][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__111dbdfd_e6ca_4d0e_87][bookmark: _LINE__5_3b837d49_e21f_4b6c_ae04_fbeb00e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0fded85a_4b38_4f7e_bf][bookmark: _LINE__6_89b5ee11_aeea_415a_811f_1843101][bookmark: _LINE__7_5237c5d3_efc8_4be7_a35d_8c93c22][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f8db4b2c_30b3_4a29_88][bookmark: _LINE__8_f245d01e_d95e_4779_82b8_f72d7d2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4f1c9a89_429c_4110_8c][bookmark: _LINE__9_7b23d234_1f65_4724_933a_8ddbcae]1.  Municipal school units.  The superintendent of schools in a municipal school unit shall must, with the approval of the school board, provide transportation for elementary school students and public preschool students a part of or the whole distance to and from the nearest suitable elementary school and for secondary school students a part of or the whole distance to and from the nearest suitable secondary school.  The municipality may provide transportation for secondary level students.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9a8b5f86_c57c_4a17][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__27e78a50_7ae4_4d62_930d_f][bookmark: _PAR__6_adb27249_0e9b_417b_88a0_ae244294][bookmark: _LINE__13_f94d8804_b483_4eea_8ca4_e5746e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bc03bb6e_50b8_4461][bookmark: _LINE__14_c4a82fa4_f54d_428c_9f42_686ad9]Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §15672, sub-§22-A, as repealed and replaced by PL 2005, c. 519, Pt. AAAA, §4, is amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__259b3ad4_2df4_497e_874][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__658a3c70_d72d_44e4_a332_1039][bookmark: _PAR__7_cbc1a9d7_a7fe_452f_a54d_702f8634][bookmark: _LINE__15_1eff8243_7bb0_4827_8b35_853ed4][bookmark: _LINE__16_b49dd707_27b6_43bb_ac58_671774][bookmark: _LINE__17_64be5b82_b8d7_4d7a_ba98_a61ca1][bookmark: _LINE__18_6399cdbe_0224_4a47_80f4_5370d9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1c09bc4e_cb86_4d7e_93][bookmark: _LINE__19_5c3d0432_8327_4049_a0e6_0a593c][bookmark: _LINE__20_29bdcf7e_05bb_4f5f_aee0_bbe348][bookmark: _LINE__21_a80d6178_57b6_49c4_8bab_6e6e72][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d9eca922_f4af_49d8_a08]Approved adjustments include a per-mile rate equal to the state average gross transportation operating costs per mile driven for transportation associated with out-of-district special education programs, up to 2 round trips per day to each facility for transportation associated with career and technical education programs, transportation for cocurricular and extracurricular activities and adjustments for expenditures for ferry services within a school administrative unit, transportation of homeless children in accordance with section 5205 and transportation costs of island school administrative units.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_387041a9_1b38_4e4e_a0c9_60a511da][bookmark: _LINE__8_aef20928_ca59_4ea3_8720_847ac65][bookmark: _LINE__9_d7419642_d871_4212_9535_86b23b3][bookmark: _LINE__10_29d38592_c6b4_45f7_8fcb_cee19b][bookmark: _LINE__11_32aca868_2a56_4b18_adc8_b9c60e][bookmark: _LINE__12_c1daf22f_05c8_4997_ab11_0aa08c][bookmark: _LINE__13_31ff36d5_a51f_416b_86a6_1c6e96][bookmark: _LINE__14_814ca9ac_b541_4589_af1f_ae8a34] This bill provides that, beginning in fiscal year 2024-25, transportation costs for public school students will no longer be paid as other subsidizable costs and that instead each school administrative unit must be guaranteed and the State is required to pay, in addition to the state share of the total allocation, 100% of the per-pupil transportation costs for each school administrative unit. The bill also provides that per-pupil transportation costs include transportation costs for cocurricular and extracurricular activities and requires municipal school units to provide transportation to secondary school students.
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