130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Provide Exemptions from Certain Teacher Certification Examination Requirements
L.D. 
An Act To Provide Exemptions from Certain Teacher Certification Examination Requirements
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4131913b_ae65][bookmark: _PAR__12_6da38720_8b34_45e9_a1a4_12753ad][bookmark: _LINE__37_bc1895f6_b441_4755_89bd_fc3ae3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7f6dec71_7252_47fe][bookmark: _LINE__38_badabbf1_66be_4a94_9299_300da5][bookmark: _LINE__39_bbe4a056_f47e_437b_b17b_4cb8b0][bookmark: _LINE__40_1445e17b_4b10_4796_92c4_b5256f][bookmark: _LINE__41_72f2e29c_a2f9_4843_bfa2_621f33]Sec. 4.  Rules.  By January 1, 2022, the State Board of Education shall amend the Department of Education's rule Chapter 115: the Credentialing of Education Personnel, and the Commissioner of Education shall amend the Department of Education's rule Chapter 13: Qualifying Examinations for Teachers, Educational Specialists, and Administrators, as necessary to be consistent with this Act.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_8558e447_c79b_496c_848a_7b47b4e6][bookmark: _LINE__2_1c003dd8_59e3_4f70_9d0f_9c4f764][bookmark: _LINE__3_84e66e8d_ed90_435c_91d0_55d56dc]This bill provides waivers of the applicable qualifying examinations for the following applicants for professional teacher certificates or endorsements:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ddba85b8_1a21_4cc2_a67b_1881fb9d][bookmark: _LINE__4_3c4c5c94_b16b_4b18_a107_29b38ec][bookmark: _LINE__5_adb0df6c_63ce_49e1_81eb_80f1268][bookmark: _LINE__6_75843cf7_f0d0_464b_9453_dbdf840]1.  For applicants seeking a professional teacher certificate who have satisfactorily completed a bachelor's degree program from a regionally accredited college or university with an overall grade point average of 3.0 or higher, on a scale of 4.0, or its equivalent;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_180b493a_bfc9_4e7f_a3a7_2bcf3ae3][bookmark: _LINE__7_7e39bfd0_559d_4d09_a411_7d072a5][bookmark: _LINE__8_a792bcd6_c0f6_41f2_a943_6a0899e][bookmark: _LINE__9_3b182014_e130_490c_97ba_c1de632][bookmark: _LINE__10_b60dfbd9_64f2_4b94_a611_52802f]2. For applicants seeking endorsements who have satisfactorily completed a bachelor's degree program from a regionally accredited college or university with an overall grade point average of 3.0 or higher, on a scale of 4.0, or its equivalent in the content area of the endorsement being sought; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ac5a1735_0cf8_46aa_b11e_040b1bcc][bookmark: _LINE__11_5069d2f1_26aa_4c48_bbe2_841881][bookmark: _LINE__12_68e3bfa9_a1d1_4d10_bf8f_1c06d9][bookmark: _LINE__13_e2244ddb_7383_46aa_9d46_1a0b53][bookmark: _LINE__14_efcbc467_d84e_4a4c_96a4_11226e]3. For applicants seeking a professional teacher certificate who are required to take the pedagogical knowledge and skills assessment and principles of learning and teaching assessment by Department of Education rule but who have successfully completed 2 full years of teaching under a conditional certificate. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cbcb957b_2504_4899_87d1_909b63a8][bookmark: _LINE__15_3aa25b5a_b5c0_4fbe_817d_14bfab][bookmark: _LINE__16_8bb9b15c_447b_4ad6_885b_498dde][bookmark: _LINE__17_fcb85a27_fb94_472e_a3f4_e63801][bookmark: _LINE__18_e1eaa6e2_b056_4bff_916b_7ec7dc][bookmark: _LINE__19_3fec5110_1d62_4940_b2c7_0e000a]This bill also provides that rules adopted to implement the qualifying examination waivers are not subject to the law that provides that an amendment to the teacher certification rules that revises the qualifications for a credential for a professional teacher certificate does not apply to certain persons; this change ensures that the qualifying examination waivers are available to all eligible applicants.
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