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L.D. 
An Act to Increase the Provision of Children's Behavioral Health Services in Rural Areas and to Provide Support for Families of Children Receiving Services
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__942755bb_4564_43e1_9e92][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1a2ba838_48b8_4711_bac4_0c02][bookmark: _PAR__6_e30c6b5d_4235_43af_aa9c_ef6124de][bookmark: _LINE__10_303b2eca_420f_4256_9614_82a241][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b6272747_ecc6_4ae1_930][bookmark: _LINE__11_efa511f5_1e72_4917_b683_811f06][bookmark: _LINE__12_719baebf_a607_469f_b6d1_548b14]C.  To evaluate efforts and progress made on achieving the elements of a rehabilitation and reunification plan under subsection 1-A, paragraph A, subparagraph (1), division (c).
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_9407890e_ea2c_47ad_ae8a_0d75c942][bookmark: _LINE__18_a5ab5b46_f6d4_4a69_a433_f1bc07][bookmark: _LINE__19_fd922795_02e8_4216_83b1_d49fa2][bookmark: _LINE__20_8ac0945a_0145_4101_a391_64646e][bookmark: _LINE__21_f0d52014_f231_43b8_a8fb_d7c729][bookmark: _LINE__22_d988d043_cf53_4e78_bb63_1ee196]1.  No later than January 1, 2024, the department shall amend its rules in Chapter 101:  MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Sections 28 and 65 to establish reimbursement rates for providers of behavioral health services to children in families in rural areas involved in the child welfare system.  The rural reimbursement rate must be sufficient to allow for the additional travel time required to serve children in rural areas.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_8940749a_17f1_4b11_87e9_45c6349][bookmark: _LINE__36_a6f63733_36a4_4b75_b5a1_a7bf78][bookmark: _LINE__37_b36d9b1e_8fe9_48da_a480_c4541b][bookmark: _LINE__38_b9d2e038_fc61_48a2_8137_4b7be6][bookmark: _LINE__39_3e4cd7d3_3fc5_4de5_9052_7d0b52][bookmark: _LINE__40_8923f61d_5f66_49cf_9a87_be5dc8][bookmark: _LINE__41_46786bab_b642_470b_970c_018895][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__300fedaf_d747_4483_9d63_f3e][bookmark: _PAGE__2_118dd694_995d_4601_9d0e_74d20b8][bookmark: _PAR__1_30d8b058_3888_469c_85c2_909b570b][bookmark: _LINE__1_03e6fd8d_9b1b_4893_a3e8_7640722][bookmark: _LINE__2_4fa727b5_657d_459d_bd6e_92eab5d][bookmark: _LINE__3_79596365_61e5_480f_b566_bad5a9b][bookmark: _LINE__4_b6824162_e705_4af2_8f70_658dccd][bookmark: _LINE__5_27a76c92_3687_4cae_98ae_cf03421]This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to expand children's behavioral health services for children in families involved in the child welfare system in rural areas.  It requires the department to amend its rule in Chapter 101: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Sections 28 and 65 to establish a rural reimbursement rate that includes travel time for providers to rural areas to provide services.  It requires the department to offer grants or other incentives to existing providers to expand services into rural areas.  It also requires the department to reimburse providers of services to families to meet together and coordinate services for each family.  The bill also requires the department to fully implement the family team meetings plan that is in the Maine Family First Prevention Services State Plan.  It requires the department to train and provide neutral facilitators from child welfare staff for family team meetings.
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