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An Act to Clarify Deadlines in the Freedom of Access Act and Disclosure Provisions in the Intelligence and Investigative Record Information Act
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__a114f1b1_11ca_47c3_af3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__21f947ed_2583_4958_a809_d041b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__46e99342_2c50_45e1_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_ff54d003_da48_4a3d_9621_b477889][bookmark: _PAR__1_dabe47ab_4724_4b25_b5da_e0af5cf5][bookmark: _LINE__1_6f455261_c9a4_4e98_957a_f3a0104]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__704a95b5_219d_4f78_9a2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d7884075_81cf_4217_b8b6_da3][bookmark: _PAR__3_eaad05bb_b811_4a2a_a954_4ef9f16c][bookmark: _LINE__4_5f0d34ae_1d3a_4842_950d_e449714][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f0a66c21_9032_47aa_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c68ee32d_d5d2_4eca_9e6][bookmark: _LINE__5_dce8c082_615a_4332_8596_d7fd641][bookmark: _LINE__6_8fad46c1_f013_422b_b869_dbc932a][bookmark: _LINE__7_640b6b96_24ca_4d86_958b_0111b57][bookmark: _LINE__8_10e87157_b1e3_4292_9e70_a89cc6a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__27e89445_c848_4ec9_83][bookmark: _LINE__9_9b956d64_ca9b_45e3_9011_36d4155][bookmark: _LINE__10_55f62de2_ef2d_48bd_ae39_4f45af][bookmark: _LINE__11_13063fa4_a881_4eaa_9b8a_9e0ae8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a35721a8_b349_47e4_ac5][bookmark: _LINE__12_203a6764_2028_49c7_92e6_6c1810][bookmark: _LINE__13_517cfe2a_b34e_41b9_ac67_4edcbc][bookmark: _LINE__14_043a2155_1e67_4a4c_b8d7_29e5d6][bookmark: _LINE__15_6a0da453_6dd2_41a3_9b85_81b177][bookmark: _LINE__16_71e8b431_2089_4cef_b7b8_be0953][bookmark: _LINE__17_18b6bfe6_aa84_43aa_85ef_98bd84][bookmark: _LINE__18_2dc7f480_7226_4136_8b8c_4b8ad1][bookmark: _LINE__19_e3c99b02_9b43_41ad_b7a7_e2ac75][bookmark: _LINE__20_d9b0b554_acbf_42b4_b716_3f76ea]3.  Acknowledgment; clarification; time estimate; cost estimate.  The agency or official having custody or control of a public record shall acknowledge receipt of a request made according to this section within 5 working days of receiving the request and may request clarification concerning which public record or public records are being requested.  Within a reasonable time of receiving the request, but no later than 30 days following receipt of the request, the agency or official shall provide a good faith, nonbinding estimate of the time within which the agency or official will comply with the request, as well as a cost estimate as provided in subsection 9.  The agency or official shall make a good faith effort to fully respond to the request within the estimated time.  For purposes of this subsection, the date a request is received is the date a sufficient description of the public record is received by the agency or official at the office responsible for maintaining the public record.  An agency or official that receives a request for a public record that is maintained by that agency but is not maintained by the office that received the request shall forward the request to the office of the agency or official that maintains the record, without willful delay, and shall notify the requester that the request has been forwarded and that the office to which the request has been forwarded will acknowledge receipt within 5 working days of receiving the request.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_85e87ef0_6ed9_41af_a6b3_25fa05c9][bookmark: _LINE__35_0d93fb9f_adc1_4f58_85c7_6b52fc][bookmark: _LINE__36_aed11f13_c8ce_4f01_ad49_97568a][bookmark: _LINE__37_4da7ad4e_59d9_4ab3_ae4e_cfb33e][bookmark: _LINE__38_65f4bb34_2a68_4eb9_9d23_80098b][bookmark: _LINE__39_2778eb0f_4a43_4f6c_ba84_7c3fd6][bookmark: _LINE__40_8e83d956_0cf4_4a69_b5af_d52fc2][bookmark: _LINE__41_a8879512_8afa_457f_ad09_f66a8a][bookmark: _LINE__42_b2809faf_2a77_453e_81e2_7b15dc][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__0c99dce9_0d10_488c_8595_d7a][bookmark: _PAGE__2_f286abdd_7727_4865_bc8d_6d41d99][bookmark: _PAR__1_b8508473_2544_4ea7_ba12_4997abac][bookmark: _LINE__1_cd55c99d_c840_4b20_9117_fba8333][bookmark: _LINE__2_29094cf2_e912_4be7_bd87_db308de]This bill amends the Freedom of Access Act to specify that the reasonable time within which an agency or official having custody or control of a document has to provide a good faith, nonbinding estimate of the time that it will take the agency or official to comply with the request may not be longer than 30 days following receipt of the request.  This bill allows the public access officer for an entity subject to the Freedom of Access Act to give priority to requests for public records from residents of Maine and journalists.  This bill also amends the Intelligence and Investigative Record Information Act to allow the disclosure of a record that may constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy if that disclosure is consented to by the individual who is the subject of the record or, if the individual is deceased, incapacitated or a minor, by a family or household member of that individual.
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