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[bookmark: _PAR__2_edca7643_4270_45a7_8bb9_9b19dff1][bookmark: _LINE__3_0bb04564_ab1e_44e6_928a_4db2b10][bookmark: _LINE__4_0a01ee2d_212b_4325_94cd_2465a75][bookmark: _LINE__5_1a3857f9_ec5c_41c9_95be_84ec41e][bookmark: _LINE__6_69576bdd_ce30_45ad_9df0_5a14356]Whereas, the separation of parents and guardians from their children and from the persons with special needs for whom they are responsible who are admitted into a hospital or care facility can cause irreparable damage both psychologically and physically to the parties; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_bc97230e_4a5c_4c33_86a6_df9b476f][bookmark: _LINE__9_d079853a_d1af_4dd8_af7e_4d8e6c4][bookmark: _LINE__10_4fa18cd8_ae99_4a0d_8930_902236][bookmark: _LINE__11_b28009aa_553c_4036_a7a8_64b810][bookmark: _LINE__12_37bb8fa9_c74e_4883_903c_aac418]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__77abc05d_8db1_4804_8471_9ce7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a1381e69_5197_4ba3_8e2][bookmark: _PAR__8_cafabac9_a0ba_48b2_a384_c3da7dbb][bookmark: _LINE__16_106c2eb9_0473_400d_9daf_935481][bookmark: _LINE__17_f8d0581b_977a_491a_93f4_3fd410][bookmark: _LINE__18_976c4b9a_99d0_4a35_956f_c31eda][bookmark: _LINE__19_401d24df_4965_448e_8ff2_d2ee23][bookmark: _LINE__20_f47ffa4c_5c4e_48d5_82f1_5ac3a6][bookmark: _LINE__21_433baabe_2deb_441e_aebd_29632a][bookmark: _LINE__22_f7e0cb32_d593_4855_ab58_8f5bc1]Notwithstanding the provisions of this Title and Title 37-B, chapter 13 to the contrary, a parent or guardian whose child or person with special needs for whom the parent or guardian is responsible is admitted into a hospital or any care facility under this Title is allowed access to the child or person with special needs unless the parent's or guardian's access has been limited by a court of law.  If a parent or guardian is unable to exercise access to the child or person with special needs, the parent or guardian may assign another person access to the child or person with special needs in the parent's or guardian's absence.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__5a76cc54_12b0_4de3_bf][bookmark: _PAR__9_fb7a512b_bb15_4b49_9c1a_c2852768][bookmark: _LINE__23_773ea5a1_09f3_45b6_a7db_69393d][bookmark: _LINE__24_e945dfc2_c947_4dbf_9b81_32e479]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_46defe04_5037_474b_8c18_7483f80][bookmark: _LINE__26_e1072d54_29f8_49bd_8134_ae4660][bookmark: _LINE__27_63ca42e7_df5e_43a2_b506_b23b7b][bookmark: _LINE__28_731406bb_287f_4794_a737_eaf34e][bookmark: _LINE__29_fe2d1eb8_cde3_4e47_84d6_c366e4][bookmark: _LINE__30_58ab2bf7_1360_4671_a605_d199af][bookmark: _LINE__31_0a58957b_09f8_46f4_b010_edacde]This bill directs that, even during a state of emergency, parents and guardians of children and persons with special needs who are admitted into a hospital or care facility be allowed access to the child or person with special needs unless the parent's or guardian's access has been limited by a court.  If a parent or guardian is unable to exercise access to the child or person with special needs, the parent or guardian may assign another person access to the child or person with special needs in the parent's or guardian's absence.
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