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L.D. 
An Act To Support Maine's Corrections Officers and E-9-1-1 Dispatchers
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_C__535a6921_87b2_4ae9_a912_1ab5][bookmark: _PAR__5_e939b8d4_6e59_4d50_87ca_8c4b39ca][bookmark: _LINE__5_1c7b69ae_5ec2_4ce6_b220_48f1611][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b2a58be4_2cb3_4090_8caa]CHAPTER 651
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__576874ca_b696_48f7_b5e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__db812174_3b89_46bf_be49_1fab][bookmark: _PAR__12_8846f2d7_2037_4750_b5c6_ab4c5b7][bookmark: _LINE__20_3fbac530_50cc_4c3c_9413_dbb1db][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__22d80d4a_288f_43d5_bc4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5b1faa6f_57f2_4066_b3][bookmark: _LINE__21_77c1f3af_5ba6_4ca1_8fe4_39d396][bookmark: _LINE__22_b21e6a6e_a2e6_450d_8f4b_035378][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b3c904b3_aa6e_42ae_a20][bookmark: _LINE__23_95f3a41a_ec51_4d14_b852_b8342b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2e83d89a_e7c9_41b2_b69][bookmark: _LINE__24_47a6a22b_5881_4329_9882_b32b0c][bookmark: _LINE__25_79ba5219_87af_4542_a596_0c6a3a][bookmark: _LINE__26_f6b72069_0bf9_4fff_b189_432dd9][bookmark: _LINE__27_4df05782_5727_44d3_95bf_b57756][bookmark: _LINE__28_dd665d02_94c2_456b_905f_0fd7e8][bookmark: _LINE__29_6d2869f5_fd7f_4c3a_abc5_5c87c9][bookmark: _LINE__30_39e6262d_08a6_4554_be72_929690][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1173d59d_bc21_4cd2_80][bookmark: _LINE__31_1bef067d_0183_42f8_838a_adeb55][bookmark: _LINE__32_a9ad259b_271c_4c0c_8e10_19558b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3d88847e_d254_4622_89][bookmark: _LINE__33_6ab566fd_b079_420c_80bd_783df6][bookmark: _LINE__34_1ba65448_01a7_49fd_a6b4_e1d56d][bookmark: _LINE__35_e32bc99b_4aae_4aef_8acd_4f9716]B.  The employee is a law enforcement officer, corrections officer, E-9-1-1 dispatcher, firefighter or emergency medical services person and is diagnosed by an allopathic physician or an osteopathic physician licensed under Title 32, chapter 48 or chapter 36, respectively, with a specialization in psychiatry or a psychologist licensed under Title 32, chapter 56 as having post-traumatic stress disorder that resulted from work stress, that the work stress was extraordinary and unusual compared with that experienced by the average employee and the work stress and not some other source of stress was the predominant cause of the post-traumatic stress disorder, in which case the post-traumatic stress disorder is presumed to have arisen out of and in the course of the worker's employment.  This presumption may be rebutted by clear and convincing evidence to the contrary.  For purposes of this paragraph, "law enforcement officer," "corrections officer," "firefighter" and "emergency medical services person" have the same meaning as in section 328-A, subsection 1.  For the purposes of this paragraph, "E-9-1-1 dispatcher" means a person who receives calls made to the E-9-1-1 system and dispatches emergency services.  "E-9-1-1 dispatcher" includes an emergency medical dispatcher as defined in Title 32, section 85-A, subsection 1, paragraph D.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0fde296c_6488_4ef6_8dae][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3727fe84_4e3f_4a88_97c6_903][bookmark: _PAR__3_fce7cb2c_5ecd_4670_8ee6_a44b9c6e][bookmark: _LINE__5_44a1f97b_e5ee_40ef_9193_12ee72a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__16e7acf9_117a_4322_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ab950f84_1701_4054_9e9][bookmark: _LINE__6_3f116880_5361_49d7_b7fb_1622e89][bookmark: _LINE__7_10f58785_c83f_45f6_b2e5_6eb5d2f][bookmark: _LINE__8_7fd53245_4d80_4c12_ab71_31db504][bookmark: _LINE__9_8be542ae_7970_42c3_a42d_b597181][bookmark: _LINE__10_5debb175_7d64_440d_bf3d_8988e4][bookmark: _LINE__11_b696d7b8_71da_4235_a204_ffc802]2.  Presumption.  If a corrections officer who contracts heart disease or hypertension has met the requirements of subsections 3, 6 and 7, there is a rebuttable presumption that the corrections officer contracted the heart disease or hypertension in the course of employment as a corrections officer and as a result of that employment, that sufficient notice of the heart disease or hypertension has been given and that the heart disease or hypertension was not occasioned by any willful act of the corrections officer to cause the heart disease or hypertension.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f4357c88_4a0b_427e_94b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__70fed2d0_abd8_4675_acfe_88b][bookmark: _PAR__5_b3e8d6a2_670a_4438_8ef3_a13314df][bookmark: _LINE__18_ecc5d4bc_fb2b_40c4_8a48_366a30][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__95993752_d7a1_4c6b_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__061eebca_c174_4b30_a89][bookmark: _LINE__19_b043531d_baf1_4ea5_ac09_d0f771][bookmark: _LINE__20_6aab9607_674f_4bc5_ad68_9cddc5][bookmark: _LINE__21_ebaefa33_e9cc_465e_85f0_73cb1d][bookmark: _LINE__22_41e2abc7_b03e_4532_84ef_7a4d31][bookmark: _LINE__23_b0c657b0_b977_43c3_b0b0_aaf870]4.  Liability if services performed for more than one employer.  If a corrections officer who contracts heart disease or hypertension was employed as a corrections officer by more than one employer and qualifies for the presumption under subsection 2, and that presumption has not been rebutted, the employer and insurer at the time of the last substantial exposure to the risk of the heart disease or hypertension are liable under this Part.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3054aa41_d8e7_4405_b232][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3a85c256_8c9d_427b_8eb3_ba8][bookmark: _PAR__6_1cf62a6f_e46b_486f_b820_64d4bf5f][bookmark: _LINE__24_71681cd0_7862_4d43_808d_a6cb1f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4bff53ea_cdc5_4289_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5d69b5d6_b4e8_4bb3_a83][bookmark: _LINE__25_7f4af239_bb2e_479c_8320_398b9f][bookmark: _LINE__26_6445a939_ee75_4e99_9310_569307][bookmark: _LINE__27_404500f1_841d_41b7_a9bc_54dea6]5.  Retired corrections officer.  This section applies to a corrections officer who is diagnosed with heart disease or hypertension within 10 years of the corrections officer's last active employment as a corrections officer or prior to attaining 70 years of age, whichever occurs first.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8a6f780a_d267_4559_8762][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__04869c2f_2414_4688_84f3_96c][bookmark: _PAR__7_0051c24e_e920_40e1_ba17_9fab6c36][bookmark: _LINE__28_80ac370f_eedb_4406_9440_19792c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__81c847a2_19f2_407c_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__22248c2b_81fb_4ac5_b49][bookmark: _LINE__29_e691fb37_c75f_4b4a_8413_482f8a]6.  Length of service.  In order to qualify for the presumption under subsection 2, a corrections officer must have been employed as a corrections officer for at least 5 years.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fdcd98a4_f6d6_4c26_b563][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__09aa8412_70e7_48c3_b2c9_643][bookmark: _PAR__8_ecfcdaee_84bf_47e7_b690_1c9aaec0][bookmark: _LINE__30_502e8005_dd55_4aef_b1b2_61706f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__30a56d31_1eae_4f6d_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a0e18be9_5c66_46dc_b02][bookmark: _LINE__31_194e2a86_d3b7_4342_a2ca_b53fd7][bookmark: _LINE__32_cf525b6d_5c76_4784_863d_8f6536][bookmark: _LINE__33_7d19e406_ee24_49d5_b608_fbe306][bookmark: _LINE__34_08523e21_3fd8_46a7_8103_1095fa][bookmark: _LINE__35_004f9004_3f6c_49ff_8038_efba8d][bookmark: _LINE__36_35d82a9f_0e1a_4911_bf72_f29790]7.  Written verification.  In order to qualify for the presumption under subsection 2, a corrections officer must sign a written affidavit declaring, to the best of the corrections officer's knowledge and belief, that the corrections officer's diagnosed heart disease or hypertension is not prevalent among the corrections officer's blood-related parents, grandparents or siblings and that the corrections officer has no substantial lifetime habits or personal activities that are associated with the corrections officer's diagnosed heart disease or hypertension.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__ad469d6c_6671_478d_8851_399aff][bookmark: _PAR__9_e3465c76_9f97_45a9_9095_11109ce6][bookmark: _LINE__37_ffc0911a_eb01_425c_aa36_f858fc]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d4dadd45_383e_4d6c_a70b_aa64901][bookmark: _LINE__38_108c7380_25d5_4272_8b73_8ecdb6][bookmark: _LINE__39_83246657_0371_457d_9b1f_eaa7b2]This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing corrections officers and E-9-1-1 dispatchers.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_9e934212_48df_418f_8b33_674c9b4][bookmark: _LINE__40_11a0bfdf_580a_4cc0_9eb5_7fd6be][bookmark: _LINE__41_218d5e88_c210_4b43_87fb_bf7749][bookmark: _LINE__42_533f1df6_eda9_406d_9cc7_6e44a6][bookmark: _LINE__43_8311b480_b153_4c35_9cad_c4815d]1.  It provides a supplemental benefit paid to a corrections officer who is injured by the acts of a person in the custody of the jail, prison or state correctional facility where the corrections officer works if the injury qualifies the corrections officer for workers' compensation benefits.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_48044630_6e10_44ea_868f_e4ce100][bookmark: _PAR__1_b9aae492_d24a_4f6c_a9e7_0c7b3f17][bookmark: _LINE__1_20cd1a29_a6ee_442e_9893_4adafe5][bookmark: _LINE__2_1e657a91_218a_437d_8fd8_e7e144d][bookmark: _LINE__3_574527c8_1bc3_4226_bc50_bbbb4df][bookmark: _LINE__4_7de986ed_33eb_4452_b68a_06315dc][bookmark: _LINE__5_6aaa040d_78f7_4504_ab4d_66bdc86][bookmark: _LINE__6_dd3f57b2_34c9_4794_8958_e8349fe]2.  It adds corrections officers and E-9-1-1 dispatchers to the list of employees for whom there is a rebuttable presumption under the laws governing workers' compensation that when the employee is diagnosed by a licensed psychiatrist or psychologist as having post-traumatic stress disorder resulting from work stress that was extraordinary and unusual, the post-traumatic stress disorder is presumed to have arisen out of and in the course of the worker's employment.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_b5cfd5c0_0348_4de9_b8db_f3e666c6][bookmark: _LINE__7_20c1dea2_cd15_4073_b269_f9cdfea][bookmark: _LINE__8_378f83fb_420d_44b8_8858_261133f][bookmark: _LINE__9_c0f68daf_def5_4fdf_95cb_0fe8887][bookmark: _LINE__10_590d7fda_1089_4fb6_9ca9_daf88c]3.  It amends the workers' compensation laws by including a rebuttable presumption that a condition of impairment of health caused by an infectious disease resulting in total or partial disability or death of a corrections officer has been suffered in the line of duty, unless it is shown otherwise.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_050b6c1c_2186_4feb_9d59_52ca1dbf][bookmark: _LINE__11_4e672d67_88e5_49d2_b9cd_3cfdc3][bookmark: _LINE__12_c3340b8c_d217_4752_abf5_cca7f0][bookmark: _LINE__13_4122263b_66fc_4775_aa50_288b58][bookmark: _LINE__14_5c2724a4_1ca0_4081_a335_9e2017][bookmark: _LINE__15_f935a07a_4a70_4351_824d_6d2a43]4.  It amends the workers' compensation laws by including a rebuttable presumption that heart disease or hypertension suffered by a corrections officer was caused in the course of employment as a corrections officer, like the provisions of current law that establish a rebuttable presumption that cancer contracted by a firefighter was caused by exposure to carcinogens in the course of the firefighter's firefighting duties.
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