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An Act To Create an Access to Justice Income Tax Credit
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9e6dea0c_9ea3_492d_b55e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__937fbe9e_8c3c_479e_b1cc_21d][bookmark: _PAR__6_b082d110_e3fb_4804_984a_cd2b663f][bookmark: _LINE__7_372e6f82_ae57_4d69_ac10_f4841b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e6e149c5_bb73_481b_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc08860d_cd9b_4ebb_a6b][bookmark: _LINE__8_25d67da5_fe32_498b_8e5f_78713d6]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__796a7cec_b777_43f8_8631_cf6][bookmark: _PAR__9_cacce4d3_7741_4483_8015_2e8e356e][bookmark: _LINE__12_4e9f6968_4660_44d1_b57d_c6809b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__43c2e741_457c_4a05_adad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__97ef3721_af94_466a_9bb][bookmark: _LINE__13_6f90114d_0d28_47ef_8515_306d4c][bookmark: _LINE__14_467bbdba_a60f_4584_87dd_fd03e7](1)  Agrees to practice law in a private practice setting in an underserved area for at least 5 years by joining an existing legal practice, establishing a new legal practice or purchasing an existing legal practice;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb7a30c3_176c_41c2_88c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ba447f6a_f0d7_4d6a_910e_c6e][bookmark: _PAR__15_fafe7209_795a_434b_80cc_df37d20][bookmark: _LINE__28_de3a1b37_a428_490f_9416_ec1573][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fa7aed38_66e7_451e_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a4cb580e_e86b_415f_95d][bookmark: _LINE__29_23acb678_b178_42b4_9ef2_0c4cfa][bookmark: _LINE__30_05705afb_21eb_4139_9ae1_dbf09f][bookmark: _LINE__31_101487c0_34ca_4a19_89a8_e0a918][bookmark: _LINE__32_7d22131e_5fb8_42ea_ae58_dcfc40][bookmark: _LINE__33_8b15b818_7c19_485a_987a_ac1177][bookmark: _LINE__34_8d9739f4_af41_41a6_aabd_a865af]3.  Eligibility limitation; certification.  The court may certify up to 5 eligible attorneys in each year from 2022 through 2027. Additional attorneys may not be certified after 2027.  The court shall annually, at year-end, verify that certified attorneys continue to be eligible for the credit under this section and shall decertify any attorney who ceases to meet the conditions of eligibility. The court shall notify the bureau whenever an attorney is certified or decertified. A decertified attorney ceases to be eligible for the credit under this section beginning with the tax year during which the attorney is decertified.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_052bf8da_921c_4815_8845_9eb2ade2][bookmark: _LINE__4_cd28d51a_9509_46a6_9fea_fab44d4][bookmark: _LINE__5_32c81524_6d83_40e4_bc4c_ebb6e61][bookmark: _LINE__6_9d333bd4_b53c_4d35_b947_90d3e25][bookmark: _LINE__7_34cdbf6d_35dd_4562_bc5a_45ae3e3][bookmark: _LINE__8_47e87517_1374_40e4_b0c5_45a4161][bookmark: _LINE__9_571359c8_e13d_45b7_b89c_8e57213]This bill provides an income tax credit for 5 years for attorneys who practice law in the State and agree to practice for at least 5 years in an underserved area of the State as determined by the Supreme Judicial Court.  Eligibility for the credit is open from 2022 through 2027.  The court may certify up to 5 eligible attorneys each year.  The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters is directed to review the effectiveness of the credit and may submit legislation to extend or revise it.
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