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An Act to Support Continuity in Perinatal and Emergency Care by Requiring Notice of a Voluntary Hospital or Facility Closure or Reduction in Services
L.D. 
An Act to Support Continuity in Perinatal and Emergency Care by Requiring Notice of a Voluntary Hospital or Facility Closure or Reduction in Services
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3404bb53_18a5_4cd0_b96][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__ae5038cb_5d0b_4fed_86bf_24a89][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__9b27a2d1_5dba_420b_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_bb18e0a0_71b7_48cd_8f48_45eefe4][bookmark: _PAR__1_c114fdfc_2574_458f_ad06_a21324c7][bookmark: _LINE__1_628e9c87_f35b_447e_a43b_dbd543b]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__9ffe1363_e391_405d_9017_0956][bookmark: _PAR__3_4429cb4e_7605_465c_b1f0_da0fb382][bookmark: _LINE__4_331b1eeb_0a2e_40a8_b037_28d2495][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__59c4399d_c2c4_47b3_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__28566cfe_d030_4b78_a801][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__31faafb1_4a0a_4186_a6][bookmark: _LINE__5_e7ea6ca6_fb74_481d_82a1_3aa85d2]§1822.  Notice of voluntary closure or reduction in services of hospital, sanatorium, convalescent home, rest home, nursing home or similar institution
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bbf13d35_5e29_4694_9c77][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__95882fa7_5200_4acd_90f9_1d64][bookmark: _PAR__5_76af8eba_9187_4cea_b9b2_7e2222e9][bookmark: _LINE__8_22cbf9ee_b143_4ea0_bafc_4b9100b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__48b7b2bc_38aa_4d34_ac3][bookmark: _LINE__9_6e39ff68_96cc_47e0_bf3d_b2ad512][bookmark: _LINE__10_8ba92215_1453_4f7f_b9c9_bd4e72]A. "Closure plan monitor" means a person whose purpose is to ensure that a facility or hospital is following its closure or reduction plan under subsection 3 and that patient needs and preferences are being considered and honored whenever possible.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f34129ef_9f7e_4017_b787][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__27bd98de_7062_4799_875b_d225][bookmark: _PAR__13_4f38b8a9_efcf_4ed5_895a_7bc685e][bookmark: _LINE__34_82136463_f2fc_457b_a3a3_d2ee31][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d9c5d54_fb3d_4d64_b5b][bookmark: _LINE__35_b5fe381d_61b9_4148_972a_8eeaad][bookmark: _LINE__36_9f73dcf0_dd3f_4cea_acce_f712c5][bookmark: _LINE__37_d5c39d78_a6b1_44e1_be4c_b40c48][bookmark: _LINE__38_c2e825d7_e6ed_4a28_b5b0_fb30ed]B. A person, including a county or local government unit, that is licensed in accordance with this chapter to conduct, manage or operate a hospital shall give the following notice of the voluntary closing of the hospital or reduction in services provided by the hospital so that adequate preparation may be made for the orderly transfer of the patients to another qualified hospital:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__efdc6dc2_bc32_48f3_a02e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cfbc033f_4f55_4ff9_b3b4_215][bookmark: _PAR__2_f705db1f_2cd5_461b_bbc5_8325a6f6][bookmark: _LINE__4_e4cf74b2_4243_45d4_b5ec_4be2ec3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8a52b992_d7b8_465b_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__18fbe43c_3a6a_471b_859][bookmark: _LINE__5_1d14bd42_b5e7_422f_802d_50b3c75]3.  Notice; requirements.  Notice provided pursuant to subsection 2 must include the following information:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f060f6c0_7288_473c_a6a5_5e6][bookmark: _PAR__5_75099c9d_77ee_43bb_894c_818d5a70][bookmark: _LINE__10_60b06aac_1e47_4d50_865d_15f88d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3ecf8ab1_05c8_4741_abc2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c44cd137_29a4_4614_96a](2) Analysis of why the interventions implemented were not effective;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__af60ee6d_a8dc_45ee_8cc4_a34][bookmark: _PAR__6_8d0aa268_705e_4c38_b326_dff362c6][bookmark: _LINE__11_bbde8df2_50ee_43cd_81d6_759c61][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0523195f_9164_4977_b668][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b2102c87_d935_4ee8_a29][bookmark: _LINE__12_84e4538e_a33e_45ec_9299_f8c3e8](3) The rationale for a decision that identified interventions that were considered but not implemented; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__51a09e0d_0452_46d3_9e04_5f9][bookmark: _PAR__7_b4c2e792_bec8_4535_ac3d_0caf9601][bookmark: _LINE__13_08a734ff_28e9_412f_b31e_058e71][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2bb021b8_5288_411d_a7e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bab30284_bde9_4c69_a5f][bookmark: _LINE__14_6469436e_36f4_4454_955d_36621a](4) Evidence of what the facility or hospital considered before reaching a decision regarding whether to contract with a closure plan monitor; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b05bc56d_26f1_4ff6_93c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__776f0678_7a9e_4611_8207_9030][bookmark: _PAR__8_a98a5830_899b_44d0_aa61_42820351][bookmark: _LINE__15_3c30e5eb_9d0a_498c_8529_89c04f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff2f38c9_a58f_493a_987][bookmark: _LINE__16_bf9c4f49_ccf8_4746_84f7_df3629]B. A copy of the closure or reduction plan for the services provided by the facility or hospital that addresses the facility's or hospital's plan to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__71ead61b_b858_4161_8da6_c3d][bookmark: _PAR__9_e897c5ec_b9e2_48d6_9181_3fef3cb2][bookmark: _LINE__17_90d27286_8e06_4ff6_bd79_347c63][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__77aeda8b_5c9c_4f2a_a1ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__94df1786_1fe6_480c_879][bookmark: _LINE__18_bc7904dc_47e4_4b6b_ba22_f5cf39](1) Make referrals to other facilities or hospitals or other providers in a manner that includes patient choice and preferences and continuity of care;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c018952d_52d3_4303_9567_93f][bookmark: _PAR__10_1e19d978_111e_42f8_bcfd_476314c][bookmark: _LINE__19_084dcddd_8f96_46d1_9c01_655d9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__aa4c436a_e400_46f8_8ba4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e2bcd62_22e5_4663_8fe][bookmark: _LINE__20_4495d6db_4ebd_40f0_a9ca_21b181][bookmark: _LINE__21_fa792ce1_f2f9_45b4_9b79_f00c5e](2) Monitor and assist patients and their guardians, legal representatives and families with the psychosocial effect of the closure or reduction in services on patients;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__dd614e36_4c84_473f_a023_4fd][bookmark: _PAR__11_8ead69c5_8e99_41e7_a83d_6d055cd][bookmark: _LINE__22_2fbea8a6_d2ee_4906_a4d8_41681c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__49716aa3_8a33_460a_a3e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__891913ab_45ca_4283_9e3][bookmark: _LINE__23_5b09f7fd_0c87_4d94_aaa6_b2e043](3) Transfer patients' medical records and pending tests in a manner that includes continuity of care and procedures to ensure no undue delay in patient care;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8a0d4004_e34f_474b_8c3f_c6e][bookmark: _PAR__12_a3807166_afa4_4c60_8689_dc5cc29][bookmark: _LINE__24_f4754f57_2872_4203_b91e_4a1d13][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c67b389d_b29e_4116_a469][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__24eb840c_14c4_475c_8a2][bookmark: _LINE__25_ea0b65ab_154d_4294_8e3d_fccf6d][bookmark: _LINE__26_bd140610_14fa_4cba_88b0_60056b](4) Address the effect on inpatients relating to transportation to a new facility or hospital in a manner that promotes appropriate and timely continuity of care and minimizes the psychosocial effect of the transportation;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ca0e1d0c_014b_4f54_a177_dda][bookmark: _PAR__13_afe60e37_8779_41bd_a82e_abbdb36][bookmark: _LINE__27_f12f8fcf_a446_45e1_a24a_e94e39][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4dc5388c_4ac0_467d_be65][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__967954f1_c4af_4693_b42][bookmark: _LINE__28_17952f8e_d9f6_4db2_9c43_bddfef](5) Notify and coordinate with other facilities and hospitals and other providers that could be affected by the closure or reduction in services;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__42351abb_ed5d_44da_8d7d_4c9][bookmark: _PAR__15_b28e4f83_765a_42ce_9d43_1f69544][bookmark: _LINE__32_4d600227_492d_489c_8cd1_b028d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd6ab4a3_65a1_4a6d_b2ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d9af5fb_cede_4cb2_999][bookmark: _LINE__33_17814bda_8483_4b03_8045_ed45c6][bookmark: _LINE__34_58bc3f4c_7706_44cd_9c8d_6767f8][bookmark: _LINE__35_8fe81dfb_b47a_4f25_931d_b702fa][bookmark: _LINE__36_91067418_a39f_48cd_9ffe_345a1f](7) If the closure or reduction in services affects perinatal care services, address emergencies related to the perinatal period by developing policies and procedures regarding emergency perinatal care services and training for emergency department and family practice staff on emergency perinatal care services that incorporates teaching with examples and simulations.
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[bookmark: _PAR__17_04f03b9a_bd85_449e_aa74_73f1153][bookmark: _LINE__38_87eebd5c_a21d_4299_a272_d24d45][bookmark: _LINE__39_644ba529_3c66_4c20_a29e_9b4483][bookmark: _LINE__40_8ad03c94_6c5e_480a_9d2f_9b4589][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f768ebdf_a9fd_47eb_8ab4_216][bookmark: _PAGE__3_6a288882_6164_467e_9283_abb52d5][bookmark: _PAR__1_198941a7_5193_422b_860d_c8962254][bookmark: _LINE__1_ba047308_bc71_4392_a305_2a51886][bookmark: _LINE__2_ced36859_3358_4609_be40_86e8939]This bill requires a sanatorium, convalescent home, rest home, nursing home or similar institution or hospital to give notice of the voluntary closure of the facility or hospital or reduction in services provided by the facility or hospital.  The bill requires the facility or hospital to engage in a root cause analysis for the decision and to develop a closure or reduction plan.
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