131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Support Lower Home Energy Costs by Establishing a Home Energy Scoring System
L.D. 
An Act to Support Lower Home Energy Costs by Establishing a Home Energy Scoring System
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__7f5e2a78_86da_4213_a23][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__00af3485_7665_488a_9f9f_ffddd][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__57889ab3_b564_4fab_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_07a5f879_5709_4484_a175_04eb7d1][bookmark: _PAR__1_e563ca99_6ed2_4268_8976_39bee40a][bookmark: _LINE__1_c63b2bae_87a0_4299_a52d_1ba33a9]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a4960bc8_1c49_4f68][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6161c276_1967_491f_b25f_2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__ee54463b_d454_4ea6_ac][bookmark: _PAR__2_d1c3de9f_d12e_47f6_ac0d_4e0baedd][bookmark: _LINE__2_4d3bffff_6112_4b0c_9e14_b500d39][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d1ba273f_1483_4d8d]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §10130 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__96776842_15f8_421d_965d_60d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f148e757_2b46_49eb_b53][bookmark: _PAR__4_0c494017_af6f_47d8_a6dd_c84a8a19][bookmark: _LINE__4_6ef539ef_9992_4ebc_96d6_7828bdb][bookmark: _LINE__5_abf943d7_4957_4af5_ae79_7d99558][bookmark: _LINE__6_258e3244_d780_4757_a08b_4e7ffb4][bookmark: _LINE__7_2797bd37_88ec_4374_b45b_e143608]The trust shall establish a home energy scoring system in accordance with this section for residential buildings for the purpose of evaluating a building's energy efficiency and relative greenhouse gas emissions.  This section governs the development of the home energy score and home energy audit requirements.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4affa777_7bba_45fd_a5c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f5ad109c_ff7d_4ae0_ac5f_2f6][bookmark: _PAR__5_a849b2c5_8834_4fee_80d2_42660893][bookmark: _LINE__8_efe32b77_dafc_4a23_8f86_0fff429][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__44cbbcfc_3513_4891_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__85d74d41_82e7_4c42_844][bookmark: _LINE__9_589fafa5_3527_4144_9abf_2bbb270][bookmark: _LINE__10_976cd4cf_3e78_47cb_8d10_2c5589][bookmark: _LINE__11_f0523c9a_5602_46e4_a176_bce8e9]1.  Home energy audit requirements.  A home energy audit must be conducted by an energy auditor that meets the requirements of section 10114.  An energy auditor must provide a written report of the home energy audit to the requestor of the home energy audit.  The report must include the building's home energy score.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ba74ba7c_4404_4056_ae89][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__76c213d6_e653_4fc9_9b24_e78][bookmark: _PAR__6_f3d6b569_f530_4b76_8cb5_136fcc05][bookmark: _LINE__12_3e75a175_a039_4375_b59f_4e6ebf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__89830561_c3da_42e2_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d1db5518_ce02_40f6_ae4]2.  Violations.  Penalties may be issued by the trust against an individual who:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e5fbca8d_6bb0_4160_8e34][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9b7b6aff_ea99_41a2_ba08_dc19][bookmark: _PAR__7_36dde3a3_c2ba_42fb_a2c9_21102bc2][bookmark: _LINE__13_d1a27737_18dd_4010_a257_b2138a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__baeac3dc_a85b_47a8_ae7][bookmark: _LINE__14_05a4eab4_17d0_42a6_b7ec_59de03]A. Conducts or offers to conduct a home energy audit without meeting the requirements of section 10114; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__08fc8547_807f_4c7e_a3a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9b4028ec_8aee_47c5_a8de_49ca][bookmark: _PAR__8_14658b78_e14d_417c_8177_f392fc50][bookmark: _LINE__15_56892547_7abd_4a2a_bd71_45d606][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f53ef21_5d95_4a6f_a8d]B. Impersonates an energy auditor.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e56bcb8d_db62_4336_a822][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__249a9e13_4a20_4267_995e_7f8][bookmark: _PAR__9_a9ccabb5_1511_476a_b57c_9a6d6b8e][bookmark: _LINE__16_071567b4_e199_4c4a_ac17_1db02b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__83312bef_3eca_4e60_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9cd96e2_a77a_4aa9_b5e][bookmark: _LINE__17_cb736d43_c948_41b7_b305_292a0c]3. Uses of home energy score. A home energy score provided under subsection 1 may be used in accordance with the following:  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8d2d64ec_ef01_4684_8d7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d416fc3b_e39d_4fdb_a881_22ff][bookmark: _PAR__10_9d76afa0_f880_449b_9f68_424abf1][bookmark: _LINE__18_6827f3bb_9d6f_4861_970d_4c5639][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b20c89ed_5f35_4244_a43]A. A county or municipality may promote or administer home energy audits;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a20083d5_a60b_4b70_adf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bd464343_3558_4826_b874_f119][bookmark: _PAR__11_850fc70d_6507_42c1_be94_e18557f][bookmark: _LINE__19_1536f057_0351_42e7_b175_6d175c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__62535d2c_7d49_4577_a5f][bookmark: _LINE__20_e54e336a_f325_4f38_9b27_0309a7]B. A county or municipality may require a home energy score at the time a residential building is advertised for sale; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__372655f1_5ba6_4fc7_8b63][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__50f47aa1_e50a_470d_8d0b_107c][bookmark: _PAR__12_592b31f7_8150_4385_9158_d92c9ad][bookmark: _LINE__21_2a66fc7f_5ea1_4263_91ab_d4923d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__de8369c0_84db_4857_93b][bookmark: _LINE__22_8d9706e1_a553_482e_ba6d_e7df2d][bookmark: _LINE__23_f6ef9e86_1449_4f30_bf22_862682]C. The trust may require a home energy score for an individual to be eligible to receive financial rebates or other incentives for energy efficiency improvements under programs administered by the trust.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d5727d01_28c6_47c0_9267][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__11c2fb48_3354_4b99_a5b2_25f3][bookmark: _PAR__14_59c772ae_0ed0_42b5_b076_0f13b01][bookmark: _LINE__26_a59991fa_5d51_4ebf_aafb_50df9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9607ad0d_095d_43bf_969][bookmark: _LINE__27_9db08496_bf16_484c_ac6a_f28b96][bookmark: _LINE__28_f72ab25f_9571_42a6_a2fd_10a1f8][bookmark: _LINE__29_54f4d48e_cd92_4e04_b528_306ddd][bookmark: _LINE__30_4508ffd6_b81d_4f9b_875b_bad394]A. Rules establishing a home energy scoring system required under this section in accordance with this paragraph.  The home energy score must be consistent with the United States Department of Energy asset-based home energy score in order to measure the performance of the building and not the number or behavior of occupants of the building;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b1c3dd09_8c2d_4d01_a5dd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c787ff9c_a5a6_4fc2_a74d_b615][bookmark: _PAR__15_c1b64171_3d6b_485c_9253_3840787][bookmark: _LINE__31_f1224553_dce7_45d3_987e_e31bc4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__43aa2e37_7acb_40df_adf]B. Rules relating to the report required under subsection 1, including:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b87a56aa_798d_4927_8fa6_ef7][bookmark: _PAR__16_3a884047_d74c_4fe9_9cfa_28aaf80][bookmark: _LINE__32_23bad468_9514_43cc_8dd0_2f8623][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dc30c774_e692_42e9_9a7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0a1bd23e_7f90_4f33_8d8][bookmark: _LINE__33_f8bbc4f8_0132_4739_9c4a_fdda3c](1) The time period an energy auditor has to provide a report of a home energy audit to the requestor of the audit; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b273c00c_1a57_41cb_94a1_a7e][bookmark: _PAR__17_462b250b_1992_430c_8442_ef1829b][bookmark: _LINE__34_6d393d87_4103_4103_9f3f_a18599][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7df199f4_de1b_4951_bae1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__be8e9898_7770_4aa6_a75][bookmark: _LINE__35_54e613aa_0559_4254_82a4_4bb77d](2) Information required to be contained in the report of a home energy audit, including the following depicted through graphics:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__71486a7f_5498_4688_8241_97d4][bookmark: _PAR__18_8b045ac0_529a_4ade_8ca4_b362694][bookmark: _LINE__36_4aebf281_5af2_4590_b2ae_16f98b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4d942ced_f265_44a1_9927][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8dd46ec5_9214_4628_a0e](a) Home energy score on a scale of one to 10, with 10 being the best score;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__ec23ebf1_3ee6_489f_b4c4_145f][bookmark: _PAR__19_d819e898_8025_4f70_a0d8_40f2fc7][bookmark: _LINE__37_e5c806e4_f864_4b22_be47_8c2c40][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a10931c6_3596_4778_9bbd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d934934a_f84a_4b5b_afd](b) Amount of estimated energy use by fuel type per year;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__d5a548c1_3c19_4e62_9335_cb1c][bookmark: _PAR__20_d28fb360_a0e9_4db5_9002_c1f2e7b][bookmark: _LINE__38_78cd4dc9_1022_4df6_83a6_1f89d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5eaa8d65_bc4b_458b_abe3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__928e2f78_9661_47d1_8da](c) Unit prices by fuel type used to calculate the estimated energy costs;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__a2a7a7ab_8660_4014_a740_0e1a][bookmark: _PAR__21_ed25caec_379a_4427_9436_605373c][bookmark: _LINE__39_6ae33ab2_6f54_4591_ad14_faef93][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e643411a_5604_4a8c_bdff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__183d56d6_e68f_441e_a5f](d) Estimated annual cost of energy by fuel type;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__c162d24f_95a0_49c0_880f_a0e1][bookmark: _PAGE__2_f8b23f44_9da0_4846_9dfd_718d858][bookmark: _PAR__1_404a5dff_5629_4405_bc9e_cef1bd93][bookmark: _LINE__1_2c67ed92_52fd_417f_91d6_2e807f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__691f9772_bddd_4932_a2c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dfeca54c_bf56_448e_bf1][bookmark: _LINE__2_1115d049_8470_49b3_a312_8f91d86](e) Estimate of current greenhouse gas emissions in carbon dioxide equivalent tons per year on a scale of zero to 15;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__790779dc_669b_4b79_8fc9_e7b2][bookmark: _PAR__2_340df9e6_8b55_4192_ac08_1a2b9665][bookmark: _LINE__3_22af78df_70dd_48fc_b42e_3498bbc][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__97c3f175_ed84_49f0_9f24][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__359e1879_e9c4_45be_bd5][bookmark: _LINE__4_0a6a1d76_1f09_47ff_9767_db2ed5a][bookmark: _LINE__5_6e041ff8_602a_4e83_976b_ad3c217](f) Itemized recommendations for energy saving improvement in order of priority, for which a priority energy saving improvement has an expected full economic recoupment in no more than 10 years;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__29ddb2f0_d0d5_4269_8e0c_2f29][bookmark: _PAR__3_fa01d321_6f41_424e_919b_083502d4][bookmark: _LINE__6_3bcb06ad_eb0f_4347_bf7e_e7e6971][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__075d2835_2206_437a_b3fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8b2b600c_e456_43f3_902][bookmark: _LINE__7_b1937af4_c0e6_472c_91f9_74d7125](g) Recommendations for energy saving improvement, such as improving insulation to windows, walls, roofs, attics and floors;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__8d769d04_cae9_4b24_9b12_54ba][bookmark: _PAR__4_738c5e4d_a76c_441e_8382_50183e9f][bookmark: _LINE__8_6e1d0785_7ccc_4458_852a_3d50d14][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__402f32f5_e2e4_4784_b6d9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__181c212f_78e0_40e2_b79][bookmark: _LINE__9_38201fbf_ec61_4904_8e21_3c15e81][bookmark: _LINE__10_ae0ec104_698e_4a28_a411_913b42](h) Estimated home energy score, estimated energy savings in dollars per year and estimated carbon reduction in percent per year after priority energy saving improvement are implemented;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__0161bb24_a8f5_4be3_b3e2_7034][bookmark: _PAR__5_debfe3a1_8ecf_4ae4_a8f9_bed68fb6][bookmark: _LINE__11_573904bb_a64e_4106_b61d_c333ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__472ab1a9_061a_4e96_90b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73d3c8a2_4a63_4987_a1d](i) Amount of renewable energy generated by the residential building;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__e90f71ee_513b_458d_b29a_3e8c][bookmark: _PAR__6_8963752b_ddf5_40ad_a221_64c406f1][bookmark: _LINE__12_0fadd6ad_2243_4280_8550_025bce][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9c853696_b9c6_4c5a_9ea6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__18045a1d_7877_4b42_912][bookmark: _LINE__13_98982081_12a5_45f1_9b05_3b3a0c](j) Name and contact information of the energy auditor, the energy auditor's employer and the energy auditor's certificate number;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__3271e697_5cd9_464f_b711_6eec][bookmark: _PAR__7_eb692971_06c7_4dd8_8d02_b1767b41][bookmark: _LINE__14_6affd1fb_ab92_4345_9129_6c39ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7e817293_1533_4417_bc3e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__524c0008_0a04_4011_977][bookmark: _LINE__15_3eafed1a_29b4_4d38_b708_831b7e](k) Date of the home energy audit and date of the expiration of the home energy score;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__ab8ef0d2_959a_4739_9a09_8ce9][bookmark: _PAR__8_ebd96b15_5a8c_4817_94b8_11e900cf][bookmark: _LINE__16_fbfe860e_156e_4835_8b86_5f4ad8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0edee77_b406_4726_a9f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__05366acb_b6c8_4fb6_838][bookmark: _LINE__17_a92da91c_553b_440e_ae7a_74b7cd](l) Address of the residential building audited, the floor area in square feet and the year the building was constructed;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__20f4558c_f01e_4342_88d0_6198][bookmark: _PAR__9_36d481da_2e8f_432c_ab62_baac14f8][bookmark: _LINE__18_1adc3fd6_a34f_4d2a_ace0_7cefc6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__291c69d8_9c5c_4191_9735][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__00245de7_1f26_4082_b04][bookmark: _LINE__19_89052af4_83d8_4825_8ed4_9f2f82](m) A statement indicating that the report meets state standards for home energy audits;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__e52c1358_a97f_40da_9d92_1eab][bookmark: _PAR__10_c9bbb912_db69_4eaa_a357_7778b9a][bookmark: _LINE__20_6aed489a_b63a_4789_ab8b_b9eddb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__85c01dcf_a1ef_49b6_aeae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a9cf78af_20bd_48b4_9cf][bookmark: _LINE__21_c92b897f_d6c3_4f1f_988c_2ae15f](n) A list of other energy efficiency-related certifications for which the residential building is qualified; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__1c34904d_5073_47a0_8d66_8ad7][bookmark: _PAR__11_259376ab_c159_49d4_90dd_1266bc8][bookmark: _LINE__22_7e6c0c42_aec8_4982_abe3_fecd71][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3fcde9e1_870d_44a1_8a8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e5061659_2513_4f1f_812][bookmark: _LINE__23_8aebf28c_9693_48e5_9657_9577d0](o) A list of applicable rebates or other incentives to achieve greater energy efficiency;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__49005167_6df3_4d84_9286][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6be6d1c8_6f97_4a22_afa2_8627][bookmark: _PAR__12_ebb7cf83_f830_4eaf_aa86_bfe142b][bookmark: _LINE__24_9de1385d_4b47_430f_8c9d_d8a753][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5b792b3c_0932_40e1_970]C. Rules establishing penalties for violations described in subsection 2; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2817d656_11f2_4b12_96df][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bde0ed87_ed82_4b45_aa38_5d84][bookmark: _PAR__13_15468573_7223_40ad_bfe0_20597ed][bookmark: _LINE__25_768bbc97_7d88_49dc_b1f7_cfa630][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__583744de_ecf6_421b_a73][bookmark: _LINE__26_328aa297_8ac7_4427_b86f_bad003][bookmark: _LINE__27_3f297a2d_9830_4429_9c54_5c5bd9]D. Requirements for an energy auditor to report to the trust home energy scores and requirements for the establishment and maintenance of a database maintained by the trust.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7d3753a7_9bd0_4ba8_b6d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__084c5926_236a_4585_b1b0_baa6][bookmark: _PAR__14_77fc0b67_71a8_45b2_8a70_6d6a6f9][bookmark: _LINE__28_a7b0a4b7_39a7_4d70_9e8b_11d043][bookmark: _LINE__29_15ce5dc3_c457_4c18_88f2_479aca]Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__8cc2da22_471f][bookmark: _PAR__15_17ebd2ea_66fe_4e52_8c9a_a3e6aca][bookmark: _LINE__30_c3c2e965_a23c_4dbd_86c4_1e8aa7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fdb4f6a7_8835_4a9b][bookmark: _LINE__31_1207e4cd_d722_4606_a27e_25285a][bookmark: _LINE__32_50ac974e_c455_4c7e_a173_7f38d4]Sec. 2.  Efficiency Maine Trust to adopt rules.  The Efficiency Maine Trust shall, no later than December 31, 2024, adopt rules required in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 10130, subsection 4.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d8a0a922_b00c_4a52_8a31_e22235][bookmark: _PAR__16_0ab15782_000b_49b4_9774_9c1a7dc][bookmark: _LINE__33_6e5ec4c5_199e_4cc7_b4ad_e5ee1c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__17_3f6b0dd6_a085_4997_b751_239c138][bookmark: _LINE__34_084ab8ad_f32b_41de_a854_5520fc][bookmark: _LINE__35_af23581b_c984_465c_9547_055016][bookmark: _LINE__36_2e999471_a1b0_4714_83fd_ca86fa][bookmark: _LINE__37_61244e3f_4ea8_4051_a834_c14fa5]This bill directs the Efficiency Maine Trust to establish a home energy scoring system for residential buildings for the purpose of evaluating a building's energy efficiency and relative greenhouse gas emissions.  The bill also provides requirements relating to home energy audits.
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