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L.D. 
An Act To Eliminate Maine Clean Election Act Funding for Candidates in Gubernatorial Races
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__888ce017_d47a_47cb_9e8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__48da4c9c_ab73_4819_97b6_a2de3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__7661fd5c_4e8d_4079_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_57c5b9da_516c_4807_8e59_69add56][bookmark: _PAR__1_9a20a8b9_b796_4bea_a840_9cb34f04][bookmark: _LINE__1_5277fa78_c3c7_4ff3_91b2_e719831]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4375fb53_6a9e_4210_b5e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b9dd178a_a756_4485_a715_c027][bookmark: _PAR__11_e802f523_5e1c_4277_8dd6_7f183ed][bookmark: _LINE__23_910f0a93_6ca4_434a_846e_908e79][bookmark: _LINE__24_ba95dc00_a2e8_4a3b_9fe9_0cbd65][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1209be99_94ad_4089_8f][bookmark: _LINE__25_a0bd1680_7c40_4fa0_b116_1b132a][bookmark: _LINE__26_440fdd16_318e_4f8a_aba8_a56811][bookmark: _LINE__27_0ec688cb_763f_4258_96df_94bb49][bookmark: _LINE__28_091160db_b93f_4bdc_afd6_a34e81]This chapter establishes an alternative campaign financing option available to candidates running for Governor, State Senator and State Representative.  This alternative campaign financing option is available to candidates for elections to be held beginning in the year 2000.  The commission shall administer this Act and the fund.  Candidates participating in the Maine Clean Election Act must also comply with all other applicable election and campaign laws and regulations.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0d0536bd_1b91_47ae_a0c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__42b19e61_31ba_46df_bcf8_0398][bookmark: _PAR__2_34728eaa_1d08_4ed1_a3cd_7e482006][bookmark: _LINE__3_18a280b6_c163_4f89_a72c_d51a682][bookmark: _LINE__4_4bf5a1d7_d880_4df4_bef4_d175241][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__02e66ef7_3ef3_4bbd_9c][bookmark: _LINE__5_a4dc4d77_2b75_4ce9_9a66_af59c1f][bookmark: _LINE__6_c568ff13_bcc8_42f0_b9f0_98b2d4d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1606e02a_ad68_4f08_ac][bookmark: _LINE__7_82795bfe_ca7a_4165_9822_6acfd15][bookmark: _LINE__8_5fdea32d_1865_419a_86e0_e7a52f2][bookmark: _LINE__9_4f0d60a8_c52e_41a9_9aee_5b54d85][bookmark: _LINE__10_33f25226_ceac_44f4_b23c_1235b6][bookmark: _LINE__11_c8cbfff6_249b_43d3_a31c_ee0b24][bookmark: _LINE__12_7dbaca10_c63f_47fd_a6b6_2b165b]The executive director shall certify a candidate complying with the requirements of this section as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate as soon as possible but not later than 3 business days after final submittal of qualifying contributions and other supporting documents required under subsection 4 but no later than 3 business days for legislative candidates and 5 business days for gubernatorial candidates.  The executive director may take additional time if further investigation is necessary to verify compliance with this Act as long as the commission notifies the candidate regarding the anticipated schedule for conclusion of the investigation.  A candidate or other interested person may appeal the decision of the executive director to the members of the commission in accordance with subsection 14.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__161e7d44_a23b_40d3_aca6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__53d128a0_7e25_47dc_8893_f33d][bookmark: _PAR__12_424bb546_6995_4d51_95f0_49a5369][bookmark: _LINE__34_10cef432_c885_445f_b10d_ee5282][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0c1229a2_2b42_4c86_973][bookmark: _LINE__35_c883c178_84d5_4e67_bafa_cdd7f9][bookmark: _LINE__36_84b1f496_2d96_407b_a339_b69b5b]B-1.  For candidates in contested primary elections receiving a distribution under paragraph A, additional revenues from the fund must be distributed within 3 days of March 15th of the election year.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6cb9055c_ff81_43ad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7e96b3d5_6f08_49f1_a30d_d][bookmark: _PAR__3_57007564_3843_4610_b5c5_0a1e24ee][bookmark: _LINE__5_5eeb2d54_dc1b_4cd9_8df8_1f28c02][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1e1210bb_a48a_4460][bookmark: _LINE__6_78f1466e_85f3_45ca_b592_9d3b987]Sec. 16.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§8-E, as amended by PL 2019, c. 323, §33, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__875dcf0b_15fb_42a0_a7c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__45bd3703_aa1a_4019_8493_9bc][bookmark: _PAR__4_af946dfa_12af_4c09_8247_229d3364][bookmark: _LINE__7_21a851d5_4f5f_4b6a_841e_4472252][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7096ca9f_035c_4eb8_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1525ee38_347f_4b6c_abe][bookmark: _LINE__8_874b783a_3156_48be_b8a2_88e73b0][bookmark: _LINE__9_a0608a6e_1d9a_412b_a4e3_cf47a9e]8-E.  Collection and submission of additional qualifying contributions.  Participating or certified candidates may collect and submit additional qualifying contributions in accordance with subsection 3‑A to the commission as follows:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3e1cd00a_0844_45ac_8901][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a6a77684_a650_4960_bd38_6ef7][bookmark: _PAR__5_29d726b5_a8bb_4e46_898c_f286f727][bookmark: _LINE__10_9bd2612a_295a_41a1_9c7d_e76f4e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aad35062_9d7b_43e0_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc50b932_9fbc_4e51_83b][bookmark: _LINE__11_7ac5446a_0921_49a6_a0f4_2389e7]A.  For gubernatorial candidates, no earlier than October 15th of the year before the year of the election and no later than 3 weeks before election day; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ecc0dad_9f72_4092_bc6f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a44efdfb_55c4_40bf_b56f_2e69][bookmark: _PAR__6_eaf0abfe_dd88_49b3_be3e_424b75af][bookmark: _LINE__12_9f0157dd_e2d1_4a8a_86f0_8f3eb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bf9bd3f7_d0a6_4d3f_9f0][bookmark: _LINE__13_f7024569_eb28_4715_a0ba_4cdde6]B.  For legislative candidates, no earlier than January 1st of the election year and no later than 3 weeks before election day.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c24d788_0a0a_44a4_9bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__13cb7585_7884_4a04_8d4f_e3cd][bookmark: _PAR__7_9900f495_8d16_47da_8093_e2e00cb7][bookmark: _LINE__14_d6bc1be6_d4bd_466c_986b_9d4fd8][bookmark: _LINE__15_736d70fb_e822_440b_bf46_f0aa35][bookmark: _LINE__16_078bbee7_bbb3_4c99_ae18_e9d1b3][bookmark: _LINE__17_c0380a11_0dee_42a4_947b_439938][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7c766bf7_c74c_42ca_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bb20588a_34c3_4607_91][bookmark: _LINE__18_98751a09_17c0_4464_88be_679b46][bookmark: _LINE__19_587e0bf3_7e72_4949_887c_06d994][bookmark: _LINE__20_93637cce_1567_4521_bef6_27453c][bookmark: _LINE__21_30623137_86a1_44aa_9f89_97d37c][bookmark: _LINE__22_35af57ca_8c1e_4181_b82e_c474c0]Additional qualifying contributions may be submitted to the commission at any time in any amounts in accordance with the schedules in this subsection. The commission shall make supplemental distributions to candidates in the amounts and in accordance with the increments specified in subsections 8-B to  8-C and 8-D.  If a candidate submits additional qualifying contributions prior to a primary election in excess of the number of qualifying contributions for which a candidate may receive a distribution, the excess qualifying contributions must be counted as general election additional qualifying contributions if the candidate has a contested general election, but supplemental distributions based on these excess qualifying contributions may not be distributed until after the primary election.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__db46022e_c900_45c5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__798192bd_4415_4828_9879_b][bookmark: _PAR__8_3760c832_a7f3_48d9_a38f_13a13368][bookmark: _LINE__23_a4c2b7b6_6508_4e0a_adaa_8b4670][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__33a14af7_ad85_432f][bookmark: _LINE__24_638f615f_2fad_45a6_8f08_1172e5]Sec. 17.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§8-F, as enacted by IB 2015, c. 1, §25, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb6c53ec_f001_47ea_8480][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__17aed9be_cc17_4585_be6b_390][bookmark: _PAR__9_bcee380c_0cd9_47e9_ba3a_164736ca][bookmark: _LINE__25_5b136047_274b_4708_8ff7_e4b354][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__09ce9f42_6d16_4039_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1935ed64_c234_44ae_8c9][bookmark: _LINE__26_c806bffd_4495_4600_8005_efd486][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__676843c7_d0ec_4f32_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c23e14a3_49f9_41ff_ac][bookmark: _LINE__27_e56ea39e_73d0_46c1_86d7_99c64d][bookmark: _LINE__28_2dc127eb_c5b5_45f2_b410_45ed88][bookmark: _LINE__29_a3f91373_5c10_40d9_868b_a9bdb8][bookmark: _LINE__30_84726a7e_11b8_488b_b466_e6cf90][bookmark: _LINE__31_625d80a3_c8cd_4f30_ad23_478f32][bookmark: _LINE__32_514b5567_295a_496a_a182_dd297d][bookmark: _LINE__33_dadc8479_9215_471e_9cfe_174618][bookmark: _LINE__34_e7fea56d_817e_417b_ac0e_269833][bookmark: _LINE__35_adff2101_6223_4433_bdb1_6a754c]8-F.  Amount of distributions.  On December 1st of each even-numbered year the commission shall review and adjust the distribution amounts in subsections 8-B to 8-C and 8-D based on the Consumer Price Index as reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  If an adjustment is warranted by the Consumer Price Index, the distribution amounts must be adjusted, rounded to the nearest amount divisible by $25.  When making adjustments under this subsection, the commission may not change the number of qualifying contributions or additional qualifying contributions required to trigger an initial distribution or an increment of supplemental distribution.  The commission shall post information about the distribution amounts including the date of any adjustment on its publicly accessible website and include this information with any publication to be used as a guide for candidates.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__72fdc753_423d_44bd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__189c0ca4_ce17_41e5_a6b6_a][bookmark: _PAR__10_33dd45bc_352f_444b_9608_4eb9d85][bookmark: _LINE__36_6578326f_07cb_4cb1_8b16_ec21db][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__887729fc_f5e0_4d17][bookmark: _LINE__37_f987b042_d3e8_4659_8d8b_abdae2]Sec. 18.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§10, as amended by IB 2015, c. 1, §26, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f5fa6536_5c8a_4f3b_8b69][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cbe86b18_3725_4c33_8cb4_6cf][bookmark: _PAR__11_92f9cb45_fb34_4802_8fce_31ab778][bookmark: _LINE__38_e1d57313_0bb8_4c93_bfa3_b79b36][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0fd4e9cd_3aac_4779_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d5632add_08aa_4230_8f3][bookmark: _LINE__39_d5d8e0d3_9e71_407a_8c81_9ceb94][bookmark: _LINE__40_4f5b6e79_3906_40cf_a53a_e804c4][bookmark: _LINE__41_49b259a3_8a63_4c10_9a7b_6170cc][bookmark: _LINE__42_d9322ae6_4881_4071_b29d_e6b929][bookmark: _LINE__43_e10a5186_e5c6_4cf4_8a4e_72ab9f][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f0866f8e_55a7_4f14_935a_99f][bookmark: _PAGE__4_29627ac9_554a_43e1_b80e_d2c3deb][bookmark: _PAR__1_56d240b2_c8f5_4ff5_8fe1_8e288104][bookmark: _LINE__1_0eb26cad_ebe9_4fe4_b043_9fa452e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__99010614_0e0d_4294_9d][bookmark: _LINE__2_84a13926_d558_48b7_930c_72bb727][bookmark: _LINE__3_e90b16c6_45ee_42de_bdbb_60f79ac][bookmark: _LINE__4_d95e58f5_c00a_462d_a7a8_2fa8092][bookmark: _LINE__5_611fa666_77e6_44eb_a5a1_7fe1827][bookmark: _LINE__6_52181918_8b33_4d71_be2e_0a3c062][bookmark: _LINE__7_9abd8959_ae8e_434d_9ba4_01fed03]10.  Candidate not enrolled in a party.  An unenrolled candidate for the Legislature who submits the required number of qualifying contributions and other required documents under subsection 4 by 5:00 p.m. on April 20th preceding the primary election and who is certified is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election candidate and a general election candidate as specified in subsections 7, 8-C and 8-D.  Revenues for the general election must be distributed to the candidate as specified in subsection 7.  An unenrolled candidate for Governor who submits the required number of qualifying contributions and other required documents under subsection 4 by 5:00 p.m. on April 1st preceding the primary election and who is certified is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election gubernatorial candidate and a general election gubernatorial candidate as specified in subsections 7 and 8-B.  Revenues for the general election must be distributed to the candidate for Governor as specified in subsection 7.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6093fe17_ad17_4b42][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__816170b9_6c1b_4d7c_a44f_c][bookmark: _PAR__2_c068621d_1126_46d6_9bcc_74323036][bookmark: _LINE__8_e55d70b8_7af5_42b4_9e71_454629a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5fb92226_ac69_4ef0][bookmark: _LINE__9_d416efc6_1e5e_4412_aca6_1c67ad8]Sec. 19.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§12-B, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 443, Pt. B, §6, is repealed.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__01ee6da9_4997_4390_8dea_0f7ae0][bookmark: _PAR__3_b0ca5136_6f4d_4f85_8dfe_58194110][bookmark: _LINE__10_40d0067a_ac86_4718_ba0e_8ec25d]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d4cdd24e_861c_4cab_be69_a6583d81][bookmark: _LINE__11_230a8912_4fe3_4b88_bd63_2796ff][bookmark: _LINE__12_66f4af5c_22a3_41a2_a201_84383b]This bill eliminates the ability of gubernatorial candidates to obtain Maine Clean Election Act funding.
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