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An Act To Make Permanent the Telehealth Reimbursement Options Passed by Emergency Measures
L.D. 
An Act To Make Permanent the Telehealth Reimbursement Options Passed by Emergency Measures
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__35f764ab_0d3e_4520_a6af][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8ad3355c_ed27_4a5e_bba7_dac7][bookmark: _PAR__3_eb9fb467_c057_4085_bdcb_00609432][bookmark: _LINE__4_719f26ae_c387_4d20_97d8_2431935][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e67067d5_d6e9_4b27_876][bookmark: _LINE__5_5b51594e_a126_411d_8b14_7d2b560][bookmark: _LINE__6_5a911ab1_e572_43e5_a930_f41a292][bookmark: _LINE__7_e6338653_3a78_442c_b610_56e1a56][bookmark: _LINE__8_ef7d70ce_8904_4023_a371_611af6f][bookmark: _LINE__9_987571f8_5cd7_4f19_aa1e_e42d0f1][bookmark: _LINE__10_bdd92936_998a_4b63_98a1_2dd92d][bookmark: _LINE__11_afdb053a_b9d7_4f1e_903a_18a4f7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__317c90ad_380b_4d58_b4][bookmark: _LINE__12_bbb87311_bccf_4633_8f72_1e5c94]D.  "Telehealth," as it pertains to the delivery of MaineCare services, means the use of interactive visual and audio or other electronic media for the purpose of consultation and education concerning and diagnosis, treatment, care management and self-management of a patient's physical and mental health and includes real-time interaction between the patient and the patient's provider, electronic consultation between health professionals regarding the patient, synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and remote patient monitoring.  "Telehealth" includes telephonic services when interactive telehealth services are unavailable or when a telephonic service is medically appropriate for the underlying covered service.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b2362e15_a840_4d1b_8372][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__da0a26d7_3940_438c_b20a_9979][bookmark: _PAR__9_b98e76c2_9cbd_458d_b682_5f2769c3][bookmark: _LINE__24_27451d26_b8be_4490_9dc9_e6dbe6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__27d5de16_d638_40f1_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b9029b2a_5961_4478_8f8][bookmark: _LINE__25_250c9859_8287_45aa_8af3_7413fb][bookmark: _LINE__26_d5f5f44b_2c81_4abe_b01f_851d69]F.  Must provide for reimbursement to providers providing telehealth and telemonitoring services at the same reimbursement rate as comparable services provided through in-person consultation.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__223224ec_462b_4a9e_9da4_de2][bookmark: _PAR__12_ba607aa2_d7a7_4cba_a0af_df71440][bookmark: _LINE__34_ae0f782b_66b3_4847_a9ab_899f85][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6f86ad18_00c0_4ad9_b4a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__54da4f23_5526_42bb_a4d](1)  To a nonprofit organization;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__326f6d4d_4b17_4da5_8b01][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__16bbc590_1bcd_4665_9d19_da1][bookmark: _PAR__6_0ca39921_5af2_4f16_b68a_a215ed55][bookmark: _LINE__17_6638f57a_f55f_4bdb_aac1_1c9455][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e951c994_aa17_4163_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1279faea_57ab_4465_8c9][bookmark: _LINE__18_07639f9e_0bd8_47bb_8849_b8fa78][bookmark: _LINE__19_fa238515_c5fb_45bc_a79a_8157d1][bookmark: _LINE__20_0a4ee948_beeb_46a8_9c38_c7bed4][bookmark: _LINE__21_26424cc9_ca7f_4668_8b0a_ff0b34][bookmark: _LINE__22_0b754f81_9418_4b22_bf7b_25c3b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6bdd2e28_4e7d_4ff4_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__23f6a99f_f77f_4286_a6][bookmark: _LINE__23_0355b0e9_3def_426a_8311_c6cf2a][bookmark: _LINE__24_0145d0e3_0137_4f07_a1ad_3450e5][bookmark: _LINE__25_41e031f0_7a20_4d35_a0ec_afb74b][bookmark: _LINE__26_e7712a9d_be08_407a_8d42_b63f3e][bookmark: _LINE__27_d6166b65_6711_40ad_96eb_f28920][bookmark: _LINE__28_463ed176_a06b_45cb_8fc6_aaa026][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__87f6dd11_4e33_467d_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ff45405f_2509_48b7_b5][bookmark: _LINE__29_0530c851_131b_4a74_b1db_3f42d8][bookmark: _LINE__30_d1754fdd_4301_437e_8d5b_76216f][bookmark: _LINE__31_32d0b09c_1a13_4fc7_b8c0_a85e72][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2718bd6c_1c4c_4b1b_85][bookmark: _LINE__32_c428c2dd_17a4_47d9_9aa4_d99dcf][bookmark: _LINE__33_08bf910f_b14a_424e_afdb_402130][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db1a909e_7ceb_4c9c_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__10c81da2_db74_4882_90][bookmark: _LINE__34_7c445c8d_f7d8_41e9_9816_c71034][bookmark: _LINE__35_2a6678c8_bb68_43ec_aa91_a85a92][bookmark: _LINE__36_8f8d4307_282d_4dc0_92b2_1200c1][bookmark: _LINE__37_7df4995a_5daa_4f07_860a_81b0ee]2.  Parity for telehealth services.  A carrier offering a health plan in this State may not deny coverage on the basis that the health care service is provided through telehealth if the health care service would be covered if it were provided through in-person consultation between an enrollee and a provider.  Coverage for health care services provided through telehealth must be determined in a manner consistent with coverage for health care services provided through in-person consultation.  A carrier shall reimburse a provider for the diagnosis, consultation with or treatment of an enrollee delivered through telehealth services on the same basis and at least at the rate of reimbursement at which the carrier reimburses a provider for the provision of the same, or substantially similar, service through in-person consultation.  If an enrollee is eligible for coverage and the delivery of the health care service through telehealth is medically appropriate, a carrier may not deny coverage for telehealth services.  A carrier may not offer a health plan under which any deductible applied to health care services delivered through telehealth accumulates separately from the deductible that applies in the aggregate to all services covered under the health plan. A carrier may offer a health plan containing a provision for a deductible, copayment or coinsurance requirement for a health care service provided through telehealth as long as the deductible, copayment or coinsurance does not exceed the deductible, copayment or coinsurance applicable to a comparable service provided through in-person consultation.  A carrier may not exclude a health care service from coverage solely because such health care service is provided only through a telehealth encounter, as long as telehealth is appropriate for the provision of such health care service.
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[bookmark: _APPLICATION_CLAUSE__88cde6f5_7bd8_40cc_][bookmark: _PAR__8_e2b5edba_f1f5_455e_bdc5_b02d2837][bookmark: _LINE__39_cdad40a4_5606_4828_81c5_d8b734][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__36afd129_2e54_46d0][bookmark: _LINE__40_02128df9_d826_4172_ac3d_d261ed][bookmark: _LINE__41_1168757c_8893_4848_b006_ae0ca2][bookmark: _LINE__42_50f698ff_18d3_4fa2_9b88_f4491c][bookmark: _LINE__43_960bb401_d9ad_4fc7_aba2_dd7636]Sec. 10.  Application.  The requirements of this Act apply to health plans, as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 24-A, section 4301-A, subsection 7, executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued or renewed in this State on or after January 1, 2022.  For the purposes of this Act, all health plan contracts are deemed to be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract date.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_d0d21c5f_2d09_461e_a79f_ae44221b][bookmark: _LINE__2_ff524e10_c848_4cb9_90fd_7b36295][bookmark: _LINE__3_52ee8aa2_acc8_4d09_b4c5_3926e1f][bookmark: _LINE__4_bb546b4f_421f_457d_a077_abc1c79]This bill makes permanent the authorization for the delivery of health care services through telehealth by telephone that was provided through executive order during the declared public health emergency related to COVID-19.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0c3ef341_7d5e_45de_a7ad_63e33a45][bookmark: _LINE__5_8a081ade_d4c4_41f1_b07e_11b6f5c][bookmark: _LINE__6_8e687e2f_9b48_4d8c_a55f_fdb4648][bookmark: _LINE__7_8a4e3f2d_acf4_4817_894b_282d9e2][bookmark: _LINE__8_9eb3a87b_1b02_4e2b_bb5b_4f72b57][bookmark: _LINE__9_e01b73dc_ba4f_4497_a977_730bb31][bookmark: _LINE__10_bf0a53c2_46dc_421d_a658_846198][bookmark: _LINE__11_340e9191_5d3d_4197_b1a3_1b259b][bookmark: _LINE__12_e3220700_0680_4c2d_8450_6a0d3b]Under current law, health insurance carriers are required to reimburse for services delivered through telehealth at parity with the reimbursement that would be provided if the services were delivered through an in-person consultation, but the use of audio-only telephone to deliver those services is not permitted. This bill removes that prohibition. The bill also clarifies that reimbursement for telehealth services must be made on the same basis and at the same rate as if the services were delivered in person and that a carrier may not establish separate deductible limits for telehealth services that are not applied in the aggregate with other services covered under a health plan.
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