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An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator Certification
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a14208d0_24d7_4646_a05d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__47f20a69_7acc_49bf_8655_ec6][bookmark: _PAR__3_205493a5_1fae_47e8_af70_8e20b50d][bookmark: _LINE__4_2f9be782_273b_4eef_96dd_e332ff7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1e1e5bc0_7508_40bf_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a6acaa9c_c07d_4ec3_8b3][bookmark: _LINE__5_00cc6fcd_cfc6_4a1a_9d34_86508ff][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3014788c_81ab_4482_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__63393cc4_d87b_4047_9a][bookmark: _LINE__6_1d70a5ef_c6d7_4ad7_a5d8_6a8015d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__53d85ae2_3fd5_4f90_bb][bookmark: _LINE__7_c1571835_5b68_4bb6_8343_0334295][bookmark: _LINE__8_80fc6982_b4c3_49c4_a61e_4ec0864][bookmark: _LINE__9_566abec8_8422_4895_b259_6d7b4ee][bookmark: _LINE__10_8f1b540c_17ef_4d50_99be_e26cf1]1.  Jurisdiction.  Except as provided in section 10004; Title 8, section 279-B; Title 10, section 8003; Title 20-A, sections 10712 and 10713; Title 29-A; and Title 32, chapters 2B, 62, 114 and 135; and Title 38, section 342, the District Court has exclusive jurisdiction upon complaint of any agency or, if the licensing agency fails or refuses to act within a reasonable time, upon complaint of the Attorney General to revoke or suspend licenses issued by the agency and has original jurisdiction upon complaint of an agency to determine whether renewal or reissuance of a license of that agency may be refused.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__60be3cd0_f70e_4272][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fc50cc3c_2cb1_4d9d_a384_a][bookmark: _PAR__11_114249de_2f3d_422c_966a_f890d11][bookmark: _LINE__37_8b343c9d_e3b5_43a9_8490_00aee6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__66cf0469_d9af_45eb][bookmark: _LINE__38_91a6ba7c_c467_4ae4_926d_c2c8c6]Sec. 8.  32 MRSA §4173-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1987, c. 510, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__947e2b5e_4bda_40bb_b0ea][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7148815b_a871_4d38_a3da_188][bookmark: _PAR__12_18a49cb7_c01d_4298_8bb4_7e352ae][bookmark: _LINE__39_7904e031_9d1d_4b56_b377_d5229a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4d75dc03_0f6c_438b_8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ad9db222_4153_4315_a0f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7a56d299_548f_46e3_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7a8ae3e5_9485_4c8e_9b][bookmark: _LINE__40_36b70e13_c790_491d_afef_ea7178]3.  Self supporting.  This program shall must be self-supporting from fees, grants or other sources of revenue.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__daaa3dbb_f71f_49ab][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f1c75539_c593_40ca_9f2a_4][bookmark: _PAR__13_57e9259e_835b_433c_b67f_6df3944][bookmark: _LINE__41_6241e4b6_bfa6_4186_9dc6_17f42b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__154c1588_20dc_4ee2][bookmark: _LINE__42_7b31528f_fb47_47de_b0b9_e720f7]Sec. 9.  32 MRSA §4174, as amended by PL 2019, c. 315, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__bf812a67_1e05_4f8e_b26f_c283][bookmark: _PAGE__3_30cd5042_94f0_4f50_b5c7_cee45ff][bookmark: _PAR__1_170bba7d_e48f_4a5e_9f4d_ebe60ce3][bookmark: _LINE__1_3e62da6f_609f_495d_8a79_73e15ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9cd5e2dc_7441_42fe_b1c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2aa4673e_ea6f_4a54_a5]§4174.  Examination; criteria; standards
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__941c605f_c293_4e9b_82d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__26507ec7_6165_4d55_9153_1878][bookmark: _PAR__2_ffcba035_ff31_4547_ad13_1cfcabc9][bookmark: _LINE__2_2b90ecaf_2f90_41a2_be46_a57d033][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3507e4a6_a88d_446b_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0344008f_c91b_41a6_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3da7510c_4369_48dd_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__623c5c68_60e4_4e56_ab][bookmark: _LINE__3_76e059e0_2d46_4f25_a8fe_0c7877c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6ea3efce_4878_49f6_ab][bookmark: _LINE__4_707aa18a_4bf6_4312_a9bc_2561dbc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__46479657_98f1_4550_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0ed533b8_aa07_4e8f_ac]The commissioner department shall hold provide for at least one examination each year for the purpose of examining candidates for certification pursuant to section 4173 at a time and place designated by the commissioner department.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__be5a4a86_f5e7_4c60_ae3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__220e78b9_7d3d_4d3e_ae2f_0039][bookmark: _PAR__3_076b1f51_8c10_4063_9b90_3a39ca92][bookmark: _LINE__5_9f6b2972_7d29_45b1_bcde_d95d9c9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4968fc58_7bd0_4dea_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a7ce428a_fe1b_46cf_83][bookmark: _LINE__6_89b0ec08_3403_46f2_85ba_4b268a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__601f900a_6064_406d_ae][bookmark: _LINE__7_433bf37f_f5a3_46e3_a2dc_afdf8b8]The Department of Environmental Protection department shall establish the criteria and conditions for the classification of wastewater treatment plants or systems, using as a basis the standards established by the New England Water Pollution Control Association.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__37b21a08_3bf0_4e60_b10][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3ed3d899_66ca_4214_b90f_85ca][bookmark: _PAR__4_56ccc18e_f4fe_4d78_9242_f0469e6e][bookmark: _LINE__8_95b6558e_b5c5_4401_93e4_3bd4fc0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fe0cc808_43c0_4b7b_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__327def93_ec04_4821_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f49406d7_dc17_4613_b1][bookmark: _LINE__9_b0701040_2961_43a4_9c22_c312eee][bookmark: _LINE__10_80ed8a5c_5d53_492a_8da5_8e4f22][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__43cb8bf6_023b_47be_ae]The Department of Environmental Protection department shall establish by rule the qualifications, conditions and licensing standards and procedures for the certification of individuals to act as operators or operators in responsible charge.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7313e14b_a9ef_4fcb_8df][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4b4131eb_c272_4455_ae69_64d2][bookmark: _PAR__5_569fe161_bcff_4b07_9a80_d0b69b81][bookmark: _LINE__11_ac688e59_7a65_4a9f_af51_1e3894][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ee2ce867_6be9_491f_a4][bookmark: _LINE__12_d12af55c_9785_4b96_8226_a5597b][bookmark: _LINE__13_647d333c_dece_49f3_b61d_bcd48f][bookmark: _LINE__14_67c95c77_1f80_4187_b940_cd44de]The Department of Environmental Protection may allow an operator to review with department staff an operator certification test that the operator has completed in order to identify subject areas for which questions were answered incorrectly and further study is advisable.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__26988f5e_2a55_4421][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e8bc5e31_2b1c_46b3_ac42_3][bookmark: _PAR__6_a13c229b_a484_4c8d_8eef_92b7fd94][bookmark: _LINE__15_5e0b5cb9_2cc9_4d02_8d01_6e1548][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dcafeba8_19f6_4a74][bookmark: _LINE__16_cc4970c6_b916_42b3_b15e_0bd273]Sec. 10.  32 MRSA §4175, as amended by PL 1999, c. 547, Pt. B, §§69 and 78 and affected by §80, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__7ae02780_2e62_496f_9665_8913][bookmark: _PAR__7_ee381a15_2236_46ac_8202_4b1b444b][bookmark: _LINE__17_b28ddbf8_55e9_4597_a718_3b152a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0f200fdf_5cc7_4839_bec1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__632c1f93_2d69_4f38_97]§4175.  Certificates
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4c14a531_c00b_4730_baa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f35536d7_9eb5_4f49_95cd_ea51][bookmark: _PAR__8_4fdd4d44_c702_44b0_a5fa_991991f9][bookmark: _LINE__18_08b899bd_9616_4441_bca4_8a042a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2391f57c_c7c6_490c_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a3d6944b_f418_4cc9_90][bookmark: _LINE__19_65b83942_a0d3_4438_a1cc_c7d36b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b1c1ae67_b4b8_49c0_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__067ad8fa_24dd_4080_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dc1be07b_9c0b_4b3e_bb][bookmark: _LINE__20_42b2e5ad_1b0c_45c2_be0a_7ed2e4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__45885a85_5a56_4dca_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a5d83589_bc34_4cbb_8e][bookmark: _LINE__21_94607526_dcbe_48ea_bff9_91bc74][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e13df8b0_2d8c_4898_86][bookmark: _LINE__22_5b2790d7_5504_4440_be5f_17c6d7]The commissioner department shall issue certificates attesting to the competency of individuals to act as operators or operators in responsible charge.  The certificate shall must indicate the classification level of the systems or wastewater treatment plants for the operation of which the individual is qualified to act as an operator or an operator in responsible charge.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e5ec68f5_f0dc_4fc4_894][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e3109949_e449_46bd_9548_b297][bookmark: _PAR__9_7e9250ed_7db2_41ca_946f_0eacff60][bookmark: _LINE__23_11542c24_3f61_471b_acf4_e2cc16][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__523d5e73_dbb0_4c4d_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7bf65a0e_a085_4276_a6][bookmark: _LINE__24_36815ce6_3edf_436d_a6b9_5b71ff][bookmark: _LINE__25_1973a042_8494_4846_b60f_f683af]Certificates shall continue in effect unless revoked by the District Court expire after a term established by the department.  The department shall establish the qualifications, conditions and licensing standards and procedures for renewal of certificates.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9cd3c40a_c285_4d52_a78][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4f0b3fc9_34ef_4a7f_ae2c_2777][bookmark: _PAR__10_734b64cd_9801_4a60_b45a_481f28b][bookmark: _LINE__26_3755b80e_a5cd_4716_b3a7_46111e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c907e308_3fe9_4795_89][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8ada6e25_acaa_4252_979][bookmark: _LINE__27_cf95d714_2d4c_4982_8ede_709f69][bookmark: _LINE__28_7520aca7_ac20_4c96_84bb_f55951][bookmark: _LINE__29_4726be3a_d3e1_484d_8134_d5b9d8][bookmark: _LINE__30_93a8c4ef_668a_4fe6_903a_0bf2eb]The District Court may revoke the certificate of an operator, in accordance with Title 4, chapter 5, when it is found that the operator has practiced fraud or deception; that reasonable care, judgment or the application of the operator's knowledge or ability was not used in the performance of the operator's duties; or that the operator is incompetent or unable properly to perform the operator's duties.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cf9e0d38_d539_4820_b4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__88d8881c_08f0_4abf_bf25_28cb][bookmark: _PAR__11_e2b58560_a332_4fff_b6b1_d551201][bookmark: _LINE__31_7f8d94a0_59b7_42bd_b167_69d384][bookmark: _LINE__32_03897cf4_ae44_47a6_a2a3_e7ab8a][bookmark: _LINE__33_47e19904_7f44_4157_90be_6d51f0]Operators whose certificates are invalidated under this section may be issued new certificates of a like classification provided appropriate proof of competency is presented to the commissioner.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__44d1c669_7f5b_4334_999][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1853bcbe_6421_4ea8_88f2_5352][bookmark: _PAR__12_ad113f53_ab34_42f6_853d_6921ab0][bookmark: _LINE__34_391e43f0_7976_4499_abdb_52c22c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7da431db_4a18_4d47_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9a2cd781_36df_43cd_9b][bookmark: _LINE__35_b8773bb5_8200_474c_8908_81b898]This chapter shall may not be construed to affect or prevent the practice of any other legally recognized profession.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d7f7345c_7cd2_445b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__01c77a1a_b246_4245_8c96_e][bookmark: _PAR__13_6fae66b9_6b7e_43f8_9e1a_95449b9][bookmark: _LINE__36_eabcfe9b_a7bc_4901_9e93_d66a90][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e0aa6fcd_d5df_4c1d]Sec. 11.  32 MRSA §4175-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__de9b2d31_f67f_4c89_9eeb_b522][bookmark: _PAR__14_04ec8b91_c86c_4e14_b643_28ac3c6][bookmark: _LINE__37_dc5e9509_bee8_491e_bce2_db8a42][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__029f43b2_786c_46e0_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c669637_8781_4097_9748][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__30ac5733_26a4_4c73_93]§4175-A.  Compliance and enforcement
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c04dda5b_ff3b_4755_a6e6_a082][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__411ea254_981a_4c9e_9da][bookmark: _PAR__15_a6e2acd4_543f_4d53_bf63_d5646c5][bookmark: _LINE__38_70afa02b_9885_4bc4_bece_16216c][bookmark: _LINE__39_02dc1e78_af53_4ea0_a618_0878aa][bookmark: _LINE__40_61cfddef_1472_4bee_964f_873f87][bookmark: _LINE__41_bd9ca05b_8569_4a8e_8a98_ca4d79]Notwithstanding Title 5, section 10051, after written notice and opportunity for a hearing pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 4, the department may revoke or suspend the certificate of an operator or operator in responsible charge when it finds that the person has:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c08885e7_6ba2_45d5_9caf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8e99c1d8_951b_4945_8cbc_fbd][bookmark: _PAGE__4_52c2c29f_8ddf_40ab_b41e_e096f41][bookmark: _PAR__1_b0dd3020_3aad_4191_a8c8_21ef56d3][bookmark: _LINE__1_3a516f44_2a01_447b_ae9f_9cb82e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__69cb1ecd_3936_4b37_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7e062e0_c50b_4ab6_b71]1.  Practiced fraud or deception.  Practiced fraud or deception;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ec51300f_ba2a_4fc1_b640][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d928b1c5_a2f2_404c_ac88_38e][bookmark: _PAR__2_7ffcd40d_bfba_467d_961f_27bcae43][bookmark: _LINE__2_47f19502_8b82_41e8_b6b0_deab3be][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__30c71dda_e558_450b_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1d754d18_9032_4c78_be3][bookmark: _LINE__3_ab021905_2bb5_4a75_bb4d_4325e6a][bookmark: _LINE__4_d1828453_0d59_443e_b071_c886d6b]2.  Failed to use reasonable care or judgment or properly apply knowledge.  Failed to use reasonable care or judgment or to apply the requisite knowledge, ability or ethical standards in the performance of the person's required duties;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__97991036_9577_4d0f_9129][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__13feb43f_e575_474d_8b42_482][bookmark: _PAR__3_1f37d0ad_a3df_44de_8641_5773bc7e][bookmark: _LINE__5_4abec3aa_1b70_42f5_bc53_8a56532][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c16b5d64_ffc2_48ae_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__476026bd_859b_4098_bb8][bookmark: _LINE__6_0a4b3a2a_597f_47db_b836_6ce878c][bookmark: _LINE__7_12727e5a_e9be_40d8_836b_18e7899]3.  Failed to operate in compliance.  Failed to manage or supervise a wastewater treatment plant in a manner that ensures that the wastewater treatment plant is operated in compliance with state law, rules and licenses;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f0e975bd_7236_4c3e_aa63][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__be2be16d_b460_4a96_8f75_b42][bookmark: _PAR__4_565e3ba2_d520_4112_b129_db270981][bookmark: _LINE__8_9b50e8a9_e0ff_4722_a3fc_c136afc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e831a2bb_cf40_43c3_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__beab5fc0_4ff9_43c9_bea][bookmark: _LINE__9_75c20b5c_1a4f_4b0f_957b_645ce54]4.  Violated law, rules, licenses or standards.  Violated state law, rules or licenses or ethical standards as set forth in department rules;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__364a31c5_4dac_4387_9fcb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5a73bfd7_e1a1_453e_a427_d52][bookmark: _PAR__5_143172e6_4224_4f31_b274_bd12ea8f][bookmark: _LINE__10_3393e67c_b97a_4ac9_81c1_f78616][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__eecece29_7392_4a2e_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8304515a_2acf_4909_937][bookmark: _LINE__11_df3a7507_df05_46c6_8e6b_2d3f8d]5.  Lost or did not possess competency.  Lost the competency required for certification or did not possess the competency required at the time of certification; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__56e23e79_cab5_4ed4_8fc8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2af0efe0_44cb_464b_80a3_c51][bookmark: _PAR__6_06bbfb14_c638_48ec_8b42_cec825ff][bookmark: _LINE__12_3eba0584_46ef_409b_9556_65d421][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__759e2a79_c90d_4fb5_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__16075aa9_9bb4_480c_b0f][bookmark: _LINE__13_457e8fb4_fc54_49a5_948c_66e7a5]6.  Unable to properly perform.  Demonstrated that the person is unable to properly perform the person's required duties.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7f942176_3f5c_4bc1_b7e3_7d04][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0285cab7_6f57_4e67_9a3][bookmark: _PAR__7_4ab9c08f_300b_415e_925c_735c05af][bookmark: _LINE__14_fdb9b988_45d9_4375_b884_f408f2][bookmark: _LINE__15_0694c3dc_0f5f_479f_b020_3d0617][bookmark: _LINE__16_96282eff_fa4c_490e_8e7b_1a40eb][bookmark: _LINE__17_7e3b2809_0a48_400b_b8f7_7ad7fa][bookmark: _LINE__18_2fccfa06_2f54_4476_824f_33be11]An operator or operator in responsible charge whose certificate is revoked under this section may apply for reinstatement of a certification of a like classification if appropriate proof of competency is presented to the department.  The department may establish a more stringent proof of competency and procedures for the reinstatement of certification for an operator or operator in responsible charge whose certificate has been revoked.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__edfc5934_3106_4113][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d5be955a_f203_4965_b6cc_0][bookmark: _PAR__8_e8a6b12a_b980_45a6_9e84_29faf3de][bookmark: _LINE__19_36ffeef9_0fde_45c4_b582_b17e6e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__50d10279_d2d5_4969]Sec. 12.  32 MRSA §4175-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__ff56e329_81d9_4b4d_a21b_fb95][bookmark: _PAR__9_a1a649cf_93a4_4774_b8a5_5c9e3b31][bookmark: _LINE__20_04bb6de1_6459_45b0_86b4_fbcdbe][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b5ec60d9_c9dd_4342_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__42459f46_d287_45c1_9384][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bbeb41eb_fc68_496a_93]§4175-B.  Department contracting
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__94ac8467_40ca_4ef2_a73][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__59f80319_7ef4_4ab4_bbbf_0370][bookmark: _PAR__10_76212c86_ecff_41c3_98a5_95ea738][bookmark: _LINE__21_496c2c0d_9b93_4851_bf54_5ef9af][bookmark: _LINE__22_b8ac3ed7_58e5_4db3_be09_ef8707][bookmark: _LINE__23_bc70bd0b_b050_4048_b4ea_3b2888][bookmark: _LINE__24_d80b520b_12a8_460f_9cce_73b679]The department may contract for or otherwise employ or retain services to fulfill the department's duties under this chapter, including for the administration of an educational program pursuant to section 4173-A, the provision of examinations pursuant to section 4174 and the issuance of certificates pursuant to section 4175.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8746f013_e259_407a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__66c49ee2_7888_4153_93fc_d][bookmark: _PAR__11_0979662a_22e3_4841_8493_a3c0b5e][bookmark: _LINE__25_857073c8_19df_49b0_a9fd_233064][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__67894b8b_2c57_41bf][bookmark: _LINE__26_49a1a52b_d16f_4e26_8873_dcb92e]Sec. 13.  32 MRSA §4176, first ¶, as amended by PL 1989, c. 890, Pt. A, §6 and affected by §40, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8a39a7a9_37a1_4c77_9db][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__13a66d50_0bae_45f9_9d6a_62c4][bookmark: _PAR__12_f5ae7365_4c70_4b9e_b86e_da3b8f0][bookmark: _LINE__27_6f1abbb8_11e6_4374_9077_116ecd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2dbef83f_8fbb_49b7_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c32223a4_9cef_4448_81][bookmark: _LINE__28_0c81cfae_5224_420e_bf59_b28c84][bookmark: _LINE__29_87bed0c6_d3a5_4373_9301_71b416][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dcfa0cc5_2d00_4d10_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__32bc30d0_a6bc_49cc_9e][bookmark: _LINE__30_7adb0e5a_492e_4e34_8a87_9e5514][bookmark: _LINE__31_c15ce17b_4856_4a99_a165_194a0d][bookmark: _LINE__32_453a0ef1_08e9_4030_a318_e63760][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0e0ec4c6_2207_4a1e_9c][bookmark: _LINE__33_6c295678_caaf_4bcf_96fd_bf03e7][bookmark: _LINE__34_21c100e5_6661_451e_a7cb_38b03e][bookmark: _LINE__35_fdda2ff7_c3e3_492c_afd0_41a0ef]The commissioner department, upon application therefor, may issue a certificate, without examination, in a comparable classification, to any person who holds a certificate in any state, territory or possession of the United States or any country, providing if the requirements for certification of operators under which the person's certificate was issued do not conflict with this chapter and are of a standard not lower than that specified by rules adopted under this chapter.  The issuance of a certificate without examination does not exempt a person from any other requirement of an operator or an operator in responsible charge aside from the examination requirement.  A person so certified is subject to disciplinary action under section 4175-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__33c38b0b_ec56_40c7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__91eaebc5_3483_4bf7_8c0e_1][bookmark: _PAR__13_501fa415_4b1f_4f3c_80dd_b6d2ef7][bookmark: _LINE__36_16805f96_0407_4197_8c8f_332126][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f72e7d8a_f503_40a8]Sec. 14.  32 MRSA §4177, as amended by PL 1973, c. 625, §223, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__19e38ea9_f62d_457b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__79655fb1_ae59_4de3_a63b_3][bookmark: _PAR__14_6dd8d42e_aed1_4604_a954_a61f938][bookmark: _LINE__37_94aa3b2b_f986_422d_8293_f1e00d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fe4842bc_3b18_4db2][bookmark: _LINE__38_aedb5de9_3cb6_47c1_b53b_647dfb]Sec. 15.  32 MRSA §4178, first ¶, as enacted by PL 1969, c. 237, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1f6c452f_3f12_4d7e_acd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a54f57c5_b61c_47ad_88fc_8f1f][bookmark: _PAR__15_e25274eb_03f7_49b8_bb7e_4053128][bookmark: _LINE__39_5e2f901d_3873_4e82_80af_ef7c04][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__95dc8d12_63ef_4631_b4][bookmark: _LINE__40_03c5bb2b_0b9c_4495_b0a0_6e7e76][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0214d6fb_9e03_4e2e_9e][bookmark: _LINE__41_3c9dc1d2_c833_4850_9932_a4eabb][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__37bd4425_e7e6_463d_a42d_00c][bookmark: _PAGE__5_96b5e805_c9da_4436_a067_17858e5][bookmark: _PAR__1_0481f1d3_b157_427d_be5c_e7135be9][bookmark: _LINE__1_8bbc2070_802c_4473_9cb4_2f71c26][bookmark: _LINE__2_63101a29_500f_4c71_8fff_6859e2e]This chapter shall apply only to conventional wastewater treatment plants which are separate and apart from other facilities applies to all operators and operators in responsible charge and any wastewater treatment plant that is used to meet the requirements of a state pollutant discharge elimination system permit or waste discharge license under Title 38, section 413.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__34206ba3_fb7d_40ef][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__332225c2_2d23_4567_bb57_d][bookmark: _PAR__2_ffec1a90_1307_4a57_9520_dc0e1892][bookmark: _LINE__3_e0e66cc8_676b_4c2a_9d64_7b72852][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__19b3375a_35f3_4711][bookmark: _LINE__4_c59a2fcc_bd51_4c04_bf6d_c79c188]Sec. 16.  32 MRSA §4179, first ¶, as amended by PL 2019, c. 315, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__12c05646_3d98_4eb5_b29][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c85b6d0c_9c1c_45a2_935d_ab88][bookmark: _PAR__3_372d9f97_8404_4250_887a_914e1b01][bookmark: _LINE__5_bfd69703_46ef_47ab_89d1_ba5d8c2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2d04bf48_3ad3_4f05_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1f02da81_a1cc_4c09_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__97663e15_1027_423f_ac][bookmark: _LINE__6_b734dd7a_576c_45f3_904c_54d1da5][bookmark: _LINE__7_89382d04_8c7c_462d_ae63_3c1abeb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__11dbc335_afed_49c1_b4][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e589fe2c_de43_4983_b1a][bookmark: _LINE__8_d857a80e_20c2_42c4_aac1_7fbeaaf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ab2d7dd7_59f0_457c_a1][bookmark: _LINE__9_ca8da559_3bab_426c_b93e_431af00][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8c040ab5_e65a_4996_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__14b85aab_7701_44b2_9c][bookmark: _LINE__10_894ac0a1_c905_4854_b39d_ee8f7d][bookmark: _LINE__11_f1ad5b39_ec90_4261_83f5_1c6210]The Department of Environmental Protection department shall adopt rules to administer this chapter that include, but are not limited to, provisions establishing the basis for classification of wastewater treatment plants in accordance with section 4172 and provisions establishing requirements for examinations, qualifications and ethical standards required of candidates to obtain certification and procedures for examination of candidates.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6ad1fc83_bd0c_4357][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a98c460e_278d_410b_ab91_2][bookmark: _PAR__4_85864788_ff49_4d14_9759_b65b8152][bookmark: _LINE__12_f60fb2d3_18b6_4fba_b38b_35bc10][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__63a92203_9343_4a20][bookmark: _LINE__13_84c87772_2789_46cb_85b3_200b4a]Sec. 17.  32 MRSA §4181, first ¶, as amended by PL 1989, c. 890, Pt. A, §8 and affected by §40, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__03dfd9d6_0a61_48d4_9e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b9c490ec_35c2_44a3_8368_7cdf][bookmark: _PAR__5_9b685614_c8cf_4df9_a41e_be275d79][bookmark: _LINE__14_4d07b96c_510b_48fb_9e0d_657465][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5dba6e29_259f_4de4_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5fd0f09b_1017_4679_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__26aa3078_0963_4e4f_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__61028e74_1947_4289_9f][bookmark: _LINE__15_b9e15baf_6014_4a28_b9aa_8409e2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2d7a43ba_9812_4394_9e][bookmark: _LINE__16_19e87758_b56b_4ba4_b3ca_69ecee][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__32193ceb_f468_4900_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aa486a6b_411a_427b_b3][bookmark: _LINE__17_436eff0a_844c_4a2d_862d_10aabf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c9fe3769_7151_4cb8_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3ab88536_b629_43b2_9b][bookmark: _LINE__18_503722ea_e954_4fe3_ab35_70e079][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eeb2d2e4_801a_458a_8c][bookmark: _LINE__19_806d6349_949b_4e92_8c11_92ff0e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__72e24f05_308c_4d42_91][bookmark: _LINE__20_1f7dbb57_c7ed_4438_aa6d_1aa93c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__46ef9d1b_f71c_456e_a7][bookmark: _LINE__21_286ddfa1_685e_4428_ba5a_07a7bf][bookmark: _LINE__22_8e02d9db_ccd4_43a1_bb6b_18810e]It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation, both either municipal and or private, to operate a wastewater treatment plant unless the competency of the operator or operator in responsible charge is certified to by the commissioner department under this chapter.  It is unlawful for any person to perform the duties of an operator, as defined, or operator in responsible charge without being duly certified under this chapter.  The commissioner department may further grant a waiver for a period not exceeding one year for the operation of a wastewater treatment plant serving not more than 500 services in the event the wastewater treatment plant can demonstrate, to the department's satisfaction, that the certification requirements cannot be met.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4250c494_a909_42ee][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dd00418d_c1e4_4f33_b605_0][bookmark: _PAR__6_5fcb6835_36a0_482a_9c3b_718ce402][bookmark: _LINE__23_8fbfd15d_a227_4001_a6e1_3eda72][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b2cc462b_96a2_446c][bookmark: _LINE__24_92a98a7e_d23d_41d9_83e3_c05cf9]Sec. 18.  32 MRSA §4182, first ¶, as enacted by PL 1969, c. 237, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__800a2d34_b84a_471d_a13][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4344735a_ecf7_4096_b69f_2bcf][bookmark: _PAR__7_1cea9d24_1d7c_45c2_a13b_34ede9b3][bookmark: _LINE__25_d247908d_a1fc_45e6_b77f_24ddc3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4c8cea54_ca5d_40d9_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6992b6f4_ead2_405c_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8df65a65_9088_44ba_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__02985b61_b3e4_4ae7_88][bookmark: _LINE__26_a3f85080_778e_4668_9c5d_daaf33][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2dfdc8af_d205_4fce_8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e1c57e36_bb16_401f_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__87eda785_7b94_4cec_9b][bookmark: _LINE__27_29f4623d_5b5d_4654_b93f_6f5d43][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6c7ca13_d80f_4a45_a4][bookmark: _LINE__28_7786bedb_4819_45ca_8eab_983828][bookmark: _LINE__29_7fe7da5f_bca8_43ac_a46f_041a7b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__52c1b6db_a095_4adc_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__28185cd2_a62c_4105_8e][bookmark: _LINE__30_f4833c24_c743_4ed5_bdca_e621f3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__62fa87d0_13ab_464e_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9f56de78_c4a1_4759_9d]Any person, firm or corporation, both either municipal and or private, violating any provision of this chapter or the rules and regulations adopted thereunder pursuant to this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and may also be subject to civil enforcement actions under Title 38, section 347-A and civil monetary penalties as established under Title 38, section 349.  Each day of operation in violation of this chapter or any rules and regulations adopted thereunder shall constitute pursuant to this chapter constitutes a separate offense.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_1471580c_6d83_4ac7_b84e_6c0b0158][bookmark: _LINE__32_180fa50d_7bb4_451a_b036_d9af36][bookmark: _LINE__33_d254800f_6d79_41f1_bcb6_419f28][bookmark: _LINE__34_2ea71dfd_7ec9_429b_b614_f26c8d][bookmark: _LINE__35_5d7ea417_7dfc_4ac5_8eb7_d9bf1b][bookmark: _LINE__36_e8c5ec3c_531c_45d0_8337_561981][bookmark: _LINE__37_8220fb23_de39_4c69_ab3c_c167ad][bookmark: _LINE__38_494f5ad3_efa2_4a29_a52f_cd1f33][bookmark: _LINE__39_e4e0d0fa_6fe0_4574_b1dd_dcd62f]This bill modifies the laws governing the wastewater treatment plant operator certification program administered by the Department of Environmental Protection.  It changes the procedure for revocation of a wastewater treatment plant operator certification, provides authority for suspension of a wastewater treatment plant operator certification, clarifies how the department may administer the program, updates outdated terminology and eliminates outdated provisions.  It also clarifies the department's existing authority with respect to licenses and its authority with respect to wastewater treatment plant operator certificates.
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