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An Act to Authorize Vaccine Administration by Pharmacy Technicians and Reduce Vaccine Administration Training Requirements for Pharmacists
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_6ea1a441_f352_424f_8e0a_61e98ba1][bookmark: _LINE__3_99a61c7d_8ac9_4fc3_88da_88e3d61][bookmark: _LINE__4_3c901ead_b784_4701_bf0a_69d2a7a][bookmark: _LINE__5_87b0ede8_e3fa_48c5_a91c_65a039e][bookmark: _LINE__6_b4c1b524_ee77_47f6_95f7_a0233da]Whereas, federal guidance issued under the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act authorized trained pharmacy technicians to administer certain immunizations under certain circumstances in response to the COVID-19 pandemic for the duration of the federal public health emergency declaration; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_26ed6e19_2c00_4d18_bb76_83ad0b3b][bookmark: _LINE__7_2d59456b_c16a_4c61_b4e1_507c331][bookmark: _LINE__8_26f94e5b_1907_4598_870d_cf50e5e][bookmark: _LINE__9_3d0ad7cd_a78f_4b73_95dc_16dee30][bookmark: _LINE__10_2ff32412_7d85_4cf9_98c4_87ed90]Whereas, preparing for the end of the federal public health emergency declaration by codifying in state law the authority of pharmacy technicians to administer vaccines is necessary to ensure there is no gap in the provision of services by pharmacy technicians; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_97b2210f_a2c2_4716_9101_01f85f9e][bookmark: _LINE__11_3f13b87e_07d4_44ec_b781_0f98e4][bookmark: _LINE__12_c96334a9_e8e6_4f18_815a_7e2bdb][bookmark: _LINE__13_25a4973c_42cb_4f42_b5da_82c0ca][bookmark: _LINE__14_6d4aa005_5e97_4101_845d_abda53]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__43be9117_2269_46ef][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__23af4eae_a0ca_4207_81ef_b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__f3e916cb_baeb_46da_b9][bookmark: _PAR__6_d84b3c8d_5e77_4d9d_8057_bc7b74bb][bookmark: _LINE__16_9a9daa84_7864_483b_8785_fb3a17][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d9d5303b_dd17_467e]Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §13831, sub-§6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__46a343d8_1559_45a1_92e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__59002429_5834_47f5_8fb7_50d][bookmark: _PAR__7_024b9cd5_10ee_442b_b646_5735907b][bookmark: _LINE__17_be862f58_87d3_4742_82d1_62c02d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8051399f_db42_482f_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cd80241c_6077_4528_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__de901e07_42fa_424d_8e0][bookmark: _LINE__18_59f6d776_618e_43d2_a50e_4a206c][bookmark: _LINE__19_40bbeaee_7659_4129_ae49_77d947][bookmark: _LINE__20_acf54b26_048d_4726_ba70_70e0ec][bookmark: _LINE__21_60545cb9_4992_4182_8e78_455152][bookmark: _LINE__22_abe930dc_4bd7_4a77_a03a_0b74fc][bookmark: _LINE__23_60d2e304_8e37_4780_a0d7_3e2f8a]6.  Administration of vaccines by pharmacy technician.  A pharmacy technician may administer vaccines in accordance with the requirements of this section if the pharmacy technician completes a certification program in accordance with this subsection and is working under the direct supervision of a pharmacist who meets the requirements of section 13832. The certification program must be approved by the board and have at least 6 hours of vaccine-related training that includes, at a minimum, training on the safe and effective administration of vaccines, including potential allergic reactions to vaccines.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_720a3a8f_345d_4706_9f89_70511021][bookmark: _LINE__4_93bc29e2_df74_4831_ba1a_387b82d][bookmark: _LINE__5_2c0fa497_1ea4_40c1_abad_aedee2a][bookmark: _LINE__6_29d5eff9_457a_4558_8431_1127637][bookmark: _LINE__7_9df2288f_2b06_4d05_b647_ac0c876]This bill authorizes certified pharmacy technicians to administer vaccines under the direct supervision of a pharmacist. The bill amends the drug or vaccine administration training requirements for pharmacists by removing the requirement that certain training requirements were completed in the previous 3 years.
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