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An Act to Fund the Protection and Restoration of Riparian and Estuarine Ecosystems and to Impose an Excise Tax on Certain Bottled Water Operators
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__206e8a0a_cc8d_426e_a9c6_2bc4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7e04d1dd_5cc7_4305_89c][bookmark: _PAR__8_c072fc7e_b689_4ab7_bb90_3e87ea3d][bookmark: _LINE__10_000ee736_b8e2_4568_abbe_53650b][bookmark: _LINE__11_579572e5_15cb_403c_9307_c87fef]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, "bottled water operator" means a person engaged in the business of bottling or packaging water for sale.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_b02c94e6_b984_4821_9733_f1f0551a][bookmark: _LINE__2_d2b75dd8_2d4d_4856_875d_00370f7][bookmark: _LINE__3_a5b6e3fe_168e_42ea_8499_8a6427a][bookmark: _LINE__4_e63b6995_f001_4dde_9b07_c5eb29a][bookmark: _LINE__5_23df8b5c_111b_46c4_bfa7_e9408e7][bookmark: _LINE__6_17ba3141_a428_49ac_a734_15b025b]This bill creates an excise tax of 5¢ per gallon on the extraction of groundwater or surface water for commercial bottling for sale and allocates the funds to the Land for Maine's Future Fund to acquire, restore or protect riparian or estuarine lands in the State that are essential to protecting aquifers, surface waters or intertidal waters on which human and natural communities depend.
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