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An Act To Allow Municipal Utility Expansion under Certain Conditions
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__183ed444_276c_4441_97fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7d7ca276_ee03_4dfd_af0f_f16][bookmark: _PAR__3_63a5043d_f11e_4eb9_988d_0a9f904b][bookmark: _LINE__4_de822f0b_6007_440a_a7a0_1af3efb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__aac4e18a_5208_44b4_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__acc7d800_4daa_49b4_902][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__de6a9dfa_37ad_4bc9_a8b][bookmark: _LINE__5_015718cf_8d63_4b19_b57c_a468b29][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4e9eeaad_1773_48b4_84d][bookmark: _LINE__6_356e5b38_83b8_4eea_be9c_bb4e696][bookmark: _LINE__7_9bf72f5c_3a7f_4f8b_a324_9286852][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__63651a61_8401_4d13_9a][bookmark: _LINE__8_836af080_2321_4c19_aa99_c55a097][bookmark: _LINE__9_e2b609e6_8783_40bd_8439_c744c6a][bookmark: _LINE__10_79bf7f99_c504_49d5_9c7e_4745c0][bookmark: _LINE__11_2281109e_29d9_4806_8b2c_8e2bcc][bookmark: _LINE__12_22edbe0c_6c88_47d4_a551_9fac43][bookmark: _LINE__13_ec34586c_f4bb_48a5_b4fd_95f666][bookmark: _LINE__14_d50b5c58_cfc1_4919_a0f7_c92fbc][bookmark: _LINE__15_e4b0b630_dda9_4af7_82d4_7406e2]1.  Approval required.  Except as provided in subsection 2 and in section 4507, a public utility may not furnish any of the services set out in section 2101 in or to any municipality in or to which another public utility is furnishing or is authorized to furnish a similar service without the approval of the commission.  For a municipal power district created under chapter 39, commission approval required under this subsection is limited to a commission determination that the procedures prescribed in chapter 39 for the creation of a municipal power district have been complied with and that there is no proven net harm to other ratepayers associated with the loss of customers by the transmission and distribution utility that will result from the commission's approval of the district under this subsection.  The commission may condition approval upon the submission of a bond or other financial security if the commission determines that such a requirement is necessary to ensure that a public utility has the financial ability to meet its obligations under this Title.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d44057b3_b7c8_47ad_9483][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__212105d7_516f_4f7f_855a_7f9][bookmark: _PAR__5_592f4f6a_09e6_48dd_8e2c_a3a7addc][bookmark: _LINE__18_3359ad05_71ce_4c30_b5b9_f99c81][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5da02e30_19df_44e7_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__79e78ddd_eca7_4a6a_b8e][bookmark: _LINE__19_f4148f84_d9f7_47d5_9a13_a3c1fa][bookmark: _LINE__20_1baba6c6_e54a_4f89_82e3_602955][bookmark: _LINE__21_d6480aa8_6cf4_47a4_93fe_e04b46][bookmark: _LINE__22_a8d623c7_7580_487f_bc52_c39919][bookmark: _LINE__23_d99a8117_df9b_4f8b_9eb0_d7ce36][bookmark: _LINE__24_015f2c46_545b_4571_9605_bd2a07][bookmark: _LINE__25_5b5747a9_f8e7_4b2f_b734_4055a3][bookmark: _LINE__26_04965789_4924_4948_82a1_7c09cb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__117b661f_69c9_469f_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4363cdc0_e97c_401c_a7][bookmark: _LINE__27_2751445a_2f69_4817_b60d_28593c]4.  Favorable vote.  If a majority of the legal votes cast on this question favor incorporation, a municipal power district may be created for that municipality under this chapter upon declaration of the vote by the municipal officers, provided that the total number of votes cast for and against the incorporation equals or exceeds 40% of the total votes cast in that municipality for all candidates for Governor at the previous gubernatorial election.  If not, the proposed district is not created at that time.  Upon certification of a favorable vote by the municipal officers, the commission shall approve formation of the district if the commission finds that formation would be in conformance with the requirements of this Title chapter.  Upon approval by the commission, the district is created and the commission shall file certification of that approval with the Secretary of State.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__637dd52d_2e22_4756_9c8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fc0f6c21_67d3_488d_b70d_76e][bookmark: _PAR__7_268575e2_90d7_40d4_a0b0_77652e76][bookmark: _LINE__29_699330f2_7c9c_4259_854e_541e3b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7452b9e0_8e97_4a9c_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0766e672_2b7e_4a77_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3cf12ff5_0f97_400f_a89][bookmark: _LINE__30_59ed7c76_9d6e_438c_a630_270efb][bookmark: _LINE__31_3b07edec_7aa4_472b_a97f_99a9e9][bookmark: _LINE__32_7e72f744_d48a_4897_88eb_08750f][bookmark: _LINE__33_e57a66ad_f295_420e_a81a_35be9b][bookmark: _LINE__34_e35fbfa1_ed65_4bec_beae_18360b][bookmark: _LINE__35_7bc9c0e4_8ab0_4b5b_9b54_bbf7b0]5.  Transfer of property; payment of just compensation.  When a municipal power district is created under this section and approved by the commission under this section and section 2102, the transmission and distribution utility furnishing service in that municipality must conform to that municipal decision and facilitate the transfer of property. The municipal power district shall pay the transmission and distribution utility just compensation, as determined by the commission, for the property of the transmission and distribution utility.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_b3452302_e7eb_4b07_9c51_f6df391b][bookmark: _LINE__13_2473eb59_f458_4221_8ec0_46ce4a][bookmark: _LINE__14_a57b4834_3a40_406b_8e4a_edc70c][bookmark: _LINE__15_cd187045_dfa3_4d61_b988_8ae0bd][bookmark: _LINE__16_3627c8a1_6d71_443e_8e2c_7d899b][bookmark: _LINE__17_6298f376_0a8f_4496_8e6c_55f724][bookmark: _LINE__18_d96a54ee_82e6_4ebc_b819_3501ea][bookmark: _LINE__19_b637eb85_6c29_4a2b_9cd8_1e17e1]This bill limits the approval by the Public Utilities Commission of a municipal power district's proposal to furnish service in a municipality or municipalities in which another utility is already furnishing service to the commission's determination that there is no proven net harm to other ratepayers associated with the loss of customers by the transmission and distribution utility and that the municipal power district was created in conformance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, chapter 39, which includes a favorable municipal vote to create the district.
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