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An Act To Make the Pilot Program Providing Mental Health Case Management Services to Veterans a Permanent Program
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_fe20de11_c273_4757_9bbc_75ef34dd][bookmark: _LINE__9_30f710f8_d043_4b3f_b6ca_fc444d8][bookmark: _LINE__10_093a9730_52f2_404f_8fc3_53e370][bookmark: _LINE__11_3333b514_6eda_4a97_8d6c_60c9e9][bookmark: _LINE__12_205c2540_ce28_4d5f_8142_e02215]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bfb0d51f_6bb2_4e48_ba81][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9383079e_6e8f_4ff2_8bda_f13][bookmark: _PAR__8_2780d796_41f7_4191_b896_020f02da][bookmark: _LINE__16_b8bbf966_288d_4b9e_914f_3a65e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__30552b11_c093_4158_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4ef37e72_8115_4d6e_932][bookmark: _LINE__17_009f602b_e5a9_4283_afc5_103828][bookmark: _LINE__18_f3c29362_109e_4ad4_8bfd_a726d6][bookmark: _LINE__19_99e33c25_e0f6_4a58_bc57_08f653]1.  Screening.  A hospital licensed under this chapter shall screen all patients presenting for emergency care at the hospital's emergency department regarding whether or not the patient has prior service in the military.  This information must be added to the hospital's patient data management system.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__936c2d03_dcbf_4e42_9c8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__40998123_ca8f_4c0f_b74e_20c][bookmark: _PAR__9_099b4bd5_8f0e_41ce_98e0_a2dc2e8d][bookmark: _LINE__20_5ae76417_49c5_47f3_b476_f89328][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2b49551f_5e13_4c41_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3ac952e8_868a_4061_868][bookmark: _LINE__21_9de4a62b_37d4_469f_af58_761cbb][bookmark: _LINE__22_b70d047b_4e06_400e_8fe7_320951][bookmark: _LINE__23_578e46c9_7012_4dd2_ab00_c5737f][bookmark: _LINE__24_7eb82c17_364d_4ad1_a634_a79568][bookmark: _LINE__25_c1a69d97_09b6_4d9c_a1cf_a26c7d][bookmark: _LINE__26_c2514e84_12b8_42c4_bbec_33fe7a][bookmark: _LINE__27_f1b50222_3577_4ff5_897a_010156][bookmark: _LINE__28_242d89cb_fc21_498d_9da8_519ef7]2.  Reporting.  A hospital licensed under this chapter shall compile data regarding the number of patients who identify as having prior service in the military who reported or presented a behavioral or mental health emergency when seeking care from the hospital emergency department, including the number who were admitted or referred for inpatient treatment for psychiatric care.  The data collected in accordance with this subsection may not include information that would disclose the identity of the patient.  A hospital licensed under this chapter shall report the data to the department twice per year, for the period from January 1st to June 30th and for the period from July 1st to December 31st.  The department shall establish the date by which the data for each period must be reported.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__18d5d5a6_f78b_49f2_9e30_959d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a35ad03_285c_4a0d_b16][bookmark: _PAR__7_0fe0def7_0674_479f_aecc_da32c8cf][bookmark: _LINE__15_c6a1f241_08a8_4db9_9fe6_30e59e][bookmark: _LINE__16_b40d6ec1_0964_47c3_9ab9_20e7fb][bookmark: _LINE__17_82ff7016_17a4_42e3_ab39_698d3e][bookmark: _LINE__18_c6866608_a0b4_4540_89cc_424dde][bookmark: _LINE__19_83ea00b7_82f1_484e_8a0f_757727][bookmark: _LINE__20_663ddab0_b4a4_4499_92e5_045fad][bookmark: _LINE__21_411a7ac0_4bcb_49e4_b4ca_428dbb][bookmark: _LINE__22_27ccdc67_3098_4439_a82f_49e9c0][bookmark: _LINE__23_34d33440_21de_4eee_9862_4e67c8][bookmark: _LINE__24_3d8906a1_d086_4112_aac3_c9e475]The department shall provide contracted case management services to provide necessary mental health treatment to veterans who are residents of the State.  Case management services must include assisting veterans in accessing a range of mental and behavioral health services, which must include inpatient mental health care services as clinically required.  The department, with the assistance of the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services, referred to in this subchapter as "the bureau," shall identify regions of the State where case management services are most needed and identify veterans seeking case management services who are enrolled with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs and those who would likely be eligible to be enrolled.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fc1fb956_98a5_48db_a1fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__56c73e18_b37e_4375_a585_9f1][bookmark: _PAR__10_06d03bc5_14ff_4b80_a82b_9ad6114][bookmark: _LINE__33_2fe69b77_f471_46a4_be9a_0cc9c1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fb25bf13_5b08_4367_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d78dba4a_ebe4_4761_977][bookmark: _LINE__34_598f5fcd_9406_4dd4_99a6_13fc81][bookmark: _LINE__35_3dd6048c_7cce_44cd_8bb3_5b2e29][bookmark: _LINE__36_e0197002_091a_46ce_93c6_59c0f5][bookmark: _LINE__37_6e12a8a0_939a_404b_8cca_0f7f25][bookmark: _LINE__38_bc17946f_cd14_4d31_84a2_2b5e80][bookmark: _LINE__39_4246a9e6_4183_4030_a7cf_6e797f][bookmark: _LINE__40_4db284e7_1a16_4de1_925a_269fcc][bookmark: _LINE__41_e3742045_7cc3_499c_8098_88ce57][bookmark: _LINE__42_246509c6_1749_4609_b921_4be5a0][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__529c1995_d85f_4391_afe1_75b][bookmark: _PAGE__3_ad839743_6868_4943_a2f9_44d5c9d][bookmark: _PAR__1_17e172c7_19bd_4fa7_adab_276eeca6][bookmark: _LINE__1_c53b4056_ac40_45dc_84ff_80d1c84][bookmark: _LINE__2_7a2a5ef1_eccb_4fb4_a8cd_6371e84][bookmark: _LINE__3_9cc674eb_802f_4143_be3b_f130a47][bookmark: _LINE__4_a0f5ab16_ec02_48d5_a7dc_ac2f9de]3.  Eligibility.  An individual who served in the Armed Forces of the United States and meets the definition of "veteran" under 38 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 3.1 or is currently serving in the Maine Army National Guard or Air National Guard or the Reserves of the Armed Forces of the United States is eligible to receive services under this subchapter.  The character of a veteran's discharge from service is not a disqualifying eligibility criterion to receive services under this subchapter.  A veteran who has received a mental health diagnosis or mental health disability rating from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs is eligible to receive services under this subchapter.  A veteran who is not enrolled with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs who is determined to require mental health care services by a licensed mental health professional may be considered eligible for case management and other behavioral health services under this subchapter based on the individual needs of the veteran.  The department, with the assistance of the bureau, shall establish criteria to determine eligibility for case management services to be provided under this subchapter.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__149149ab_f1db_49f7_8b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__401b49ba_78c1_4bea_b4fb_0839][bookmark: _PAR__7_366b7e05_c9eb_4f60_89b8_500c09b8][bookmark: _LINE__21_97b4b3ab_8cfd_4a7f_80a8_c96a5f][bookmark: _LINE__22_6a69da82_4859_4d22_88b1_6f8bf4][bookmark: _LINE__23_7bddd05f_88f8_4336_a13f_3e487c][bookmark: _LINE__24_4e28f80c_83e8_4ab7_ab86_01a337][bookmark: _LINE__25_6b5a8ef0_a0fb_4844_aa90_a6e5ef][bookmark: _LINE__26_a6c030a8_bec3_4742_9e1c_7692e2]The Veterans Mental Health Case Management and Services Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established as a dedicated, nonlapsing Other Special Revenue Funds account in the department.  The fund is administered by the department for the purposes of reimbursing hospitals for the costs of screening and data collection conducted pursuant to Title 22, section 1833, subsection 6 and to support the provision of case management services for veterans under this subchapter.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__0a9c3413_1598_4c4b_ab][bookmark: _PAR__8_a9c9db19_a106_41d9_9f44_98862f6d][bookmark: _LINE__27_bd7fe8ce_2eb8_4749_b288_69e95b][bookmark: _LINE__28_1ac06920_acb8_40dd_95f7_c6f63d]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__5b1b85d3_e205_430e_b419_d696b3][bookmark: _PAR__9_31c1475f_788c_4c55_991d_f73acd53][bookmark: _LINE__29_8a1d9142_a649_43d5_a855_06f943]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_94c1e36a_4888_4d49_bf0d_f8545b6][bookmark: _LINE__30_11eb6beb_d9b4_4fdf_b720_f16d47][bookmark: _LINE__31_84a67466_88e1_426e_b3ec_a35830]This bill makes permanent the pilot program to provide case management services to veterans for mental health care established by Resolve 2017, chapter 24.
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