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An Act To Support Farms and Address Food Insecurity
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__78c7fb9a_2fe4_4b54_b4eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a3884055_6477_4e95_8c39_8f9][bookmark: _PAR__4_332d793d_52e6_4541_9173_742139b5][bookmark: _LINE__4_9023924e_9304_4e8d_b3c0_50923b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cd98435e_e07d_4e0f_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff1cbb7e_ddc1_4b32_bf4][bookmark: _LINE__5_1bbfaf4d_8e5e_49a6_8914_bb4b38a][bookmark: _LINE__6_d42a4c0d_76d8_475d_a0e1_41b6277][bookmark: _LINE__7_1dbc372a_b273_46e2_bcbc_bed80ab][bookmark: _LINE__8_29ae7c4c_80ac_43d8_b7c2_8970327][bookmark: _LINE__9_3ed03701_d47a_4675_bb13_dbc43b9][bookmark: _LINE__10_3941b6c7_d5d2_4ede_9254_92011d][bookmark: _LINE__11_e735b0cd_39b8_419e_a697_2f2a22][bookmark: _LINE__12_ce63fea8_c81e_4729_9dab_815ee0][bookmark: _LINE__13_7a518b9b_27f9_4fbc_a6fe_5a2143][bookmark: _LINE__14_9262188b_ef87_4139_ab6d_f74d03][bookmark: _LINE__15_bbb5a078_61d7_4923_8f98_3a34c0]1.  Fund established.  The Fund To Address Food Insecurity and Provide Nutrition Incentives, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established in the department to provide incentives to federal food and nutrition assistance program participants for the purchase of locally grown fruits and vegetables and to support outreach for and administration of programs that offer nutrition incentives to participants of federal food and nutrition assistance programs.  The fund is established to match contributions from private and public sources of up to $50,000 annually to further the purposes of this section.  The fund, to be accounted within the department, must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts.  Eligible investment earnings credited to the assets of the fund become part of the assets of the fund.  Any unexpended balances remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal year do not lapse and must be carried forward to the next fiscal year. For purposes of this section, "local" means within the State.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_d3b36f2d_ada3_4636_b6b5_08125e5][bookmark: _LINE__38_77001e1a_897e_4724_a091_ce8f40][bookmark: _LINE__39_81726f8a_6f15_4c50_8b14_11386c]Initiative: Provides funding to capitalize the Fund To Address Food Insecurity and Provide Nutrition Incentives to be used to match contributions from private and public sources.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_2a6749da_d341_4277_bc05_8ab6e4e9][bookmark: _LINE__4_a4b75761_8e29_4ef6_a6c7_2b69678][bookmark: _LINE__5_c89f36d0_ef46_4d76_9453_c4c0e90][bookmark: _LINE__6_e2024c07_2266_44ba_ab31_f269dc8][bookmark: _LINE__7_cc039115_d082_456a_a061_5415b0f][bookmark: _LINE__8_2dbfcc43_546e_4c9f_8a63_9ae45a7][bookmark: _LINE__9_1dfb9e6a_f1d2_4a9b_88bf_39f4b07][bookmark: _LINE__10_44e53854_2c95_479f_bd34_943e2e][bookmark: _LINE__11_e58c1039_560d_4122_8e3d_1ef2c9][bookmark: _LINE__12_209c9e89_b479_4863_9519_407845][bookmark: _LINE__13_a606ed53_892b_4116_bfc9_a3451c][bookmark: _LINE__14_ff5c826f_0566_4bff_b18f_3cdf74][bookmark: _LINE__15_870ad764_ea1c_4de4_814c_dad2ef][bookmark: _LINE__16_4266529e_669b_4710_afb7_463648][bookmark: _LINE__17_82686982_e6b9_453f_a5dd_604ddc]This bill establishes the Fund To Address Food Insecurity and Provide Nutrition Incentives within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to provide incentives to federal food and nutrition assistance program participants for the purchase of locally grown fruits and vegetables and to support outreach for and administration of programs that offer nutrition incentives to participants of federal food and nutrition assistance programs.  The fund will match contributions from private and public sources of up to $50,000 annually.  Fund recipients must be state-based organizations that support local food producers, local food production or low-income individuals in receiving food and nutrition assistance, with priority given to organizations that have a demonstrated history of incentivizing the use of federal food and nutrition assistance programs to purchase locally grown fruits and vegetables or that demonstrate the ability to leverage the proceeds to match or receive additional funds from local, state, federal or private sources.  The bill provides reporting and audit requirements for recipients to ensure proper use of the funds and appropriates funds to capitalize the fund.
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