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[bookmark: _PAR__2_49114623_1ead_4fc4_b8c0_592c602b][bookmark: _LINE__3_c935f633_8f7f_406b_9630_8d22e47][bookmark: _LINE__4_5b6ecd9e_4156_4fc5_a2fb_f7b5f70]Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period in order to provide its protections to the electoral process as soon as possible; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_06907992_a67e_4902_8248_2867c799][bookmark: _LINE__5_fa71d07a_8b4b_4755_8cbc_2ed6f25][bookmark: _LINE__6_fa33bfd7_a7a2_4e06_b471_7cc6d1a][bookmark: _LINE__7_7fb8b24a_8901_4528_a896_c1ff244][bookmark: _LINE__8_8580a01b_c6a6_44a0_bebf_ccae578]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__ccf304e7_551c_4e04_a44][bookmark: _PAR__4_1f2e5897_f3e9_466c_b5f7_69b53e74][bookmark: _LINE__9_a3966ad1_0a0c_4862_9a02_15f1a52]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_14238cbc_7546_4b82_bee5_dc501332][bookmark: _LINE__21_c90d103c_f2e4_4116_84cd_3682c8][bookmark: _LINE__22_58d75613_46cc_4530_ae6e_824c6d][bookmark: _LINE__23_0dd2bcff_5345_4333_96f0_021d02][bookmark: _LINE__24_3c221ad9_ed43_4558_87d4_a80204][bookmark: _LINE__25_5f328e13_b79b_4fa2_a491_1341e0][bookmark: _LINE__26_327db21c_29a7_476b_a15a_ea80a2]This bill requires the Executive Director of the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to refer a case of suspected fraudulent, falsified or misrepresented qualifying contributions under the Maine Clean Election Act to the commission for an investigation or to the Attorney General for prosecution.  A case must be referred even if a candidate withdraws as a participating candidate or as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate.
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