130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Create a 24-hour Shelter Capital Project Funding Program
L.D. 
An Act To Create a 24-hour Shelter Capital Project Funding Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9d2f0db8_5cfa_410b_bfa0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ac3010b4_f0a7_42db_a187_736][bookmark: _PAR__6_4de9b46f_ad6d_497d_a1f5_e4897861][bookmark: _LINE__6_e8ac52ea_9df4_4642_a9d3_c93a87b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bc527884_c2ca_4a31_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__32f9171d_d8fa_43ed_bb3][bookmark: _LINE__7_81a9232c_611e_4a7e_b6a5_3978276][bookmark: _LINE__8_1a21e759_c9d5_4265_9c0e_3e8a636][bookmark: _LINE__9_6ca8c00e_2d9a_4018_9668_bc9773a][bookmark: _LINE__10_acbd7386_d71a_471e_992f_6f0d6e][bookmark: _LINE__11_4d48b224_bca8_4dd3_a170_dd01d4][bookmark: _LINE__12_79d66c5e_fb20_4509_931b_64a2f1][bookmark: _LINE__13_2740b991_b68f_42bd_bc20_c197bd][bookmark: _LINE__14_686cc131_cb4a_41d1_8f8f_4a2f51][bookmark: _LINE__15_d559ac1e_5678_400d_b8e3_c04a79]1.  Program established.  The Maine State Housing Authority shall establish and administer the Twenty-four-hour Shelter Capital Project program to support new construction or expansion of emergency 24-hour shelters for persons experiencing homelessness.  New construction and expansion projects funded by the program must address an increase in the need for shelter capacity in the region since the construction, or expansion, of an existing shelter or shelters in the region or since the start of the outbreak of the coronavirus disease 2019, or COVID-19, or both. The program must allow the purchase of land and improvements to land as allowable costs.  For the purposes of this section, "24-hour shelter" means a shelter that provides access to shelter and intake services 24 hours per day to persons experiencing homelessness.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_64657f96_ba8d_4664_86c1_d44757d][bookmark: _LINE__26_d2d139b1_a17b_41a7_90a5_d2586b][bookmark: _LINE__27_554a9af6_f57e_47ad_9ac1_0c3bf6][bookmark: _LINE__28_65c3056b_e89e_4ee5_9897_8206c4][bookmark: _LINE__29_a591463d_7108_4895_afab_ae81ed][bookmark: _LINE__30_360eaff3_a58d_4600_98cf_d564a5]Initiative:  Provides one-time funds to establish and implement the Twenty-four-hour Shelter Capital Project program established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, chapter 201, subchapter 14.  This funding is supplemental to funding for the Maine State Housing Authority's emergency shelter and housing assistance program and is to be delivered in accordance with applicable funding formulas.
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[bookmark: _PAR__16_080cd0a0_886f_46dc_8957_dc17b75][bookmark: _LINE__37_f8b4c0f3_a9b3_4e2f_a23b_d40443][bookmark: _LINE__38_26ed7846_bb2e_476f_aada_e12a01][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f0c2d606_6a61_4a05_9609_8d2][bookmark: _PAGE__2_285ffb21_85d3_4c63_858f_77cc28c][bookmark: _PAR__1_cdb380ce_8340_4ac8_8729_b424b653][bookmark: _LINE__1_e76f4d34_8d5b_4b6e_b8bb_9460d0d][bookmark: _LINE__2_107c284d_a066_4ddf_a577_280283a][bookmark: _LINE__3_2c7136c1_57a9_4739_a751_db2e4ca][bookmark: _LINE__4_3590d108_2647_4ddf_ab67_90ea063][bookmark: _LINE__5_e1ade36a_3b50_4b01_91c7_2d5c1d1][bookmark: _LINE__6_913d0022_c540_4abe_aa4a_e455041][bookmark: _LINE__7_8fff41bc_661d_4ac4_a721_56b5f83][bookmark: _LINE__8_d72b6ed7_788b_4abc_836f_e35a7e4]This bill establishes the Twenty-four-hour Shelter Capital Project program within the Maine State Housing Authority to support new construction or expansion of emergency 24-hour shelters for persons experiencing homelessness.  New construction and expansion projects funded by the program must address an increase in the need for shelter capacity in the region since the construction, or expansion, of an existing shelter or shelters in the region or since the start of the outbreak of COVID-19 or both.  The bill includes a one-time General Fund appropriation of $3,000,000 in fiscal year 2021-22 to the Maine State Housing Authority to fund the program.  This bill specifies that the funding is supplemental to funding for the Maine State Housing Authority's emergency shelter and housing assistance program.
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