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An Act To Increase the Number of Franklin County Commissioners
L.D. 
An Act To Increase the Number of Franklin County Commissioners
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__9e53e336_3ffc_4aa9_913][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__dd52c510_a959_4560_a728_de412][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__3a24a5c3_2360_4c7f_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_92b08703_cc7b_4c78_9cc4_b0072af][bookmark: _PAR__1_473dcefb_3c17_412b_9242_70f47a78][bookmark: _LINE__1_58b43aff_e442_4435_bb51_5a53248]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__80b6b3d0_60ec_4282_aed8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5b59db3e_9a9b_4be8_ba94_3916][bookmark: _PAR__5_98b534ab_7196_47d7_a9fa_79b9cc16][bookmark: _LINE__7_cc65ab19_4df3_48fa_ae48_9bc1d07][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e58fb78b_51ca_45c6_b8c][bookmark: _LINE__8_8f9e0413_2566_41e5_9a39_7ed0577][bookmark: _LINE__9_e7c976c8_3988_4c67_a969_190c8e8]A.  Until the first election held after the 2021 redistricting conducted in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 25, Franklin County is divided into 3 districts.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c6ba54a0_fe0a_4ed6_87ea_334][bookmark: _PAR__6_11aa1919_a64f_40d7_976a_c7d27234][bookmark: _LINE__10_bd1dd75b_a9a3_4aa3_ad3a_74d882][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5f85cce1_506c_4ca2_bdb9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b65cb308_0ef7_47aa_8a4][bookmark: _LINE__11_33ee4a22_357b_4700_a246_524fc7][bookmark: _LINE__12_1c2aba8d_b532_4142_93f7_eb6470][bookmark: _LINE__13_60d5b7e8_0422_4f41_b16d_01447b](1)  Commissioner District Number 1, in the County of Franklin, consists of the minor civil divisions and unorganized territories of Carthage, Jay, South Franklin, Temple and Wilton.  The term of office of the commissioner from this district expires in 2022 and then in 2024.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a8ae7abb_bf1a_4616_ac74_c1e][bookmark: _PAR__7_89186374_27e2_467e_a44f_9598dbb9][bookmark: _LINE__14_2c74af7e_c714_4f22_8af2_b033e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ee5566cc_c940_459b_9b69][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3da0dd53_03e9_4f8e_977][bookmark: _LINE__15_38ec1f6a_4e44_4e54_8059_efa4e3][bookmark: _LINE__16_66800948_9541_42ac_852f_c6778b](2)  Commissioner District Number 2, in the County of Franklin, consists of the minor civil divisions of Chesterville, Farmington and New Sharon. The term of office of the commissioner from this district expires in 2022 and then in 2024.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ca3223ca_a594_42e8_8329_7bf][bookmark: _PAR__8_1d7c2f00_7510_41d3_86e8_569b5507][bookmark: _LINE__17_c4c7c88e_ec5d_41d6_9168_d26f19][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__afe0b7aa_65fb_4ad0_a472][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b75ad4c9_5053_490d_a7b][bookmark: _LINE__18_e951585a_ab1f_4f06_9f24_1ee0e8][bookmark: _LINE__19_0db6f436_98f1_484c_89b2_43c523][bookmark: _LINE__20_e893cd8b_8707_40ae_bd7d_fb95f8][bookmark: _LINE__21_60fb2635_3566_48d5_9cd4_5bbd4f][bookmark: _LINE__22_b1a2e487_ebaa_43d0_8d43_a1ad5b](3)  Commissioner District Number 3, in the County of Franklin, consists of the minor civil divisions and unorganized territories of Avon, Carrabassett Valley, Coplin, Dallas, East Central Franklin, Eustis, Industry, Kingfield, New Vineyard, North Franklin, Phillips, Rangeley, Rangeley Plantation, Sandy River, Strong, Weld, West Central Franklin and Wyman Township. The term of office of the commissioner from this district expires in 2024.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__488a820c_126f_4ac3_aec7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__87e7fe0e_cb1b_4f9b_b4a5_c945][bookmark: _PAR__9_4a8d595b_1f8f_4e16_8ed5_9d793c1e][bookmark: _LINE__23_af6ef585_49e8_40ed_a206_462fdd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9f4a6944_9a52_4583_92b][bookmark: _LINE__24_c5ad7a29_357f_4fc3_b052_a056b1][bookmark: _LINE__25_70809f54_f372_49cc_9b43_5ee80d][bookmark: _LINE__26_2619cb49_3988_493e_956f_85560d]B.  For purposes of the reapportionment and redistricting conducted in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 25, Franklin County is divided into 5 districts. The redistricting must reflect 5 commissioner districts for Franklin County and in addition must align as closely as practicable with the following.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a736b571_5e82_4c0c_8d96_63b][bookmark: _PAR__12_10d324d9_3f46_45fb_8e36_81e1918][bookmark: _LINE__34_470c453a_3a46_4a45_8d4f_5a63fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a72e23b8_7444_4818_a72d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73f30d17_bc16_409d_9a0][bookmark: _LINE__35_fb05186c_61fc_4781_8dfe_4bfb89][bookmark: _LINE__36_df7a67fc_e6e4_429e_b7c9_a33ac5][bookmark: _LINE__37_5d4032e5_1de4_4975_aecf_39aa4b][bookmark: _LINE__38_ff146a27_34ab_48dc_a693_6147ea](3)  Commissioner District Number 3, in the County of Franklin, consists of the minor civil divisions and unorganized territories of Avon, Carthage, Coplin, Eustis, North Franklin, Phillips, Rangeley, Rangeley Plantation, Sandy River, South Franklin, Strong, Weld and West Central Franklin.  The term of office of the commissioner from this district expires in 2026 and every 4 years thereafter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__30c4bae9_7cd6_4193_8a0a_286][bookmark: _PAR__13_c673e363_0277_4eee_aab0_2035b0d][bookmark: _LINE__39_9a3f5f5a_be05_4b24_8bbc_f6413c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__efccca36_fa26_468f_8a73][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3126b785_eda7_4ee7_b60][bookmark: _LINE__40_b8a97543_a175_4dca_bb1b_67a007][bookmark: _LINE__41_d8640238_60af_418e_9238_2c29bb][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__1d7a29ff_5e19_45fc_bce9_017][bookmark: _PAGE__2_8967ad4d_e8e9_499d_8fa6_b27ced3][bookmark: _PAR__1_a551d792_c6ce_4110_ad1c_2a9c75bb][bookmark: _LINE__1_98445192_cd38_4898_b187_2b4d3fe][bookmark: _LINE__2_2493b5d7_b239_40d3_80f9_20b5224](4)  Commissioner District Number 4, in the County of Franklin, consists of the minor civil divisions and unorganized territories of Carrabassett Valley, Dallas, East Central Franklin, Industry, Kingfield, New Sharon, New Vineyard and Wyman Township. The term of office of the commissioner from this district expires in 2028 and every 4 years thereafter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__14798df8_2231_4566_9704_4fc][bookmark: _PAR__2_b31550ab_f0ed_4a68_9520_4ea94175][bookmark: _LINE__3_63e87551_7578_4a33_bb4e_a2bb1ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e68bd768_8739_48d6_af2d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cf12b0c4_cf35_4d4f_84b][bookmark: _LINE__4_ca1f0d9f_9ad7_461a_b68a_ec3a582][bookmark: _LINE__5_28969a6d_3789_4b8d_9d9e_4b0464f](5)  Commissioner District Number 5, in the County of Franklin, consists of the minor civil divisions of Chesterville and Jay.  The term of office of the commissioner from this district expires in 2028 and every 4 years thereafter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__71f62033_585f][bookmark: _PAR__3_3c88ec60_b5d2_49c3_8936_f6739ea4][bookmark: _LINE__6_9bd9b311_e909_440f_8034_a95606f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0dc1ada0_ea05_41aa][bookmark: _LINE__7_a0a2f502_9bd7_4a1a_8b7b_0ca572d][bookmark: _LINE__8_6922f20b_2f8c_400b_9c29_35d4a76][bookmark: _LINE__9_644dd672_db0a_41a0_b63b_43605d5][bookmark: _LINE__10_8b1b6346_6548_4e10_9ce7_a00886][bookmark: _LINE__11_a6e53e65_639f_4e86_86f3_f413b9][bookmark: _LINE__12_82fb3d59_f047_4f4f_a552_563efe][bookmark: _LINE__13_f0f94dca_664f_4dae_a04d_aa6d39][bookmark: _LINE__14_47d7ca28_4520_4dce_a878_a3d5fd][bookmark: _LINE__15_94339237_c1fe_4a16_b82c_17f7d9]Sec. 3.  Referendum; effective date.  This Act takes effect 90 days after its approval only for the purpose of its submission by the county commissioners of Franklin to the legal voters of the county.  The county commissioners of Franklin shall submit this Act to the legal voters of the county by ballot at the general election to be held in November 2022.  The method of voting and the conduct of the referendum are governed by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, and the county commissioners or county administrators shall perform the duties of the Secretary of State prescribed by Title 21-A in the same manner as the county commissioners are required to do in the case of a county bond referendum election held pursuant to Title 30-A, section 938.  The subject matter of this Act must be reduced to the following question:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_fd15c128_7576_405e_8355_9921a3de][bookmark: _LINE__16_6944e2ee_177b_4e4d_9775_dddce9][bookmark: _LINE__17_83db714e_8a36_4b49_9f46_48fb50][bookmark: _LINE__18_18dfeafd_1d44_4fab_900e_056e27][bookmark: _LINE__19_862347f4_ab84_4d6c_909e_76e4ed]"Do you favor increasing the number of Franklin County commissioner districts from 3 to 5 and staggering the terms of the 5 county commissioners following redistricting conducted pursuant to the Constitution of Maine in 2021?"
[bookmark: _PAR__5_689ad2c1_fad9_44ca_9fa8_967ea288][bookmark: _LINE__20_a1194abf_4591_44f6_8838_c52775][bookmark: _LINE__21_c1d4acd1_36b4_4209_ac5c_496ac7][bookmark: _LINE__22_edb64a79_3a28_4483_bf1e_c43674][bookmark: _LINE__23_d1f3e9c3_a6b9_4c29_a82c_473e03][bookmark: _LINE__24_ed169929_2f48_4721_81c9_da3d57][bookmark: _LINE__25_17d664e7_6a7a_4160_8cdc_b071bd]The voters shall indicate their opinion on this question by a cross or check mark placed against the word "Yes" or "No."  Before becoming effective, this Act must be approved by a majority of the legal voters casting ballots at the general election, and the total number of votes cast for and against the acceptance of this Act at the election must equal or exceed 50% of the total number of votes cast in the county for Governor at the last gubernatorial election.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9507b313_6385_422d_9c4d_fe691d57][bookmark: _LINE__26_95398e8b_26b9_4453_af12_e20bc5][bookmark: _LINE__27_797b1ab5_fe3f_45a9_a506_acd6ec][bookmark: _LINE__28_143985db_be6b_420e_9841_0d097f]The result of a referendum must be declared by the county commissioners or county administrators and due certificate filed with the Secretary of State within 10 days after the date of the election.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_4e3c56ea_dc49_4069_9c6d_e01c1d42][bookmark: _LINE__29_f77f9adb_1ec6_4d92_944b_60d39c][bookmark: _LINE__30_c160de20_1541_4e44_b5d2_45d904]This Act takes effect for all purposes upon approval of the referendum held in accordance with this section.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_33abfc41_c6b9_46bc_b7f0_d8a3376a][bookmark: _LINE__32_eef2e29b_0462_4f49_80a7_d1b045][bookmark: _LINE__33_c9fbda64_f9db_4c31_95ed_f9021d][bookmark: _LINE__34_4b7cb61c_310a_4561_bc12_4d37f2][bookmark: _LINE__35_5f29bcea_eec5_4f0a_b641_d06e2b][bookmark: _LINE__36_d2ae1d10_5022_4cad_bb50_357d52][bookmark: _LINE__37_72f6c60f_f3b4_47d9_9b82_cc5794]This bill requires that, upon approval by the voters of Franklin County at referendum held in November 2022, after the redistricting of the county commissioner districts is done in 2021 pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Franklin County must be divided into 5 county commissioner districts.  The bill requires that the reapportionment for each of the new 5 districts reflects, as closely as practicable, the specified geographical composition of the district.
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