131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend the Social Work Education Loan Repayment Program
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Social Work Education Loan Repayment Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__15ddd957_5ddb_45c0_9c6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__bd6bcc49_3c09_48e2_84ac_e6c66][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__38ee9cf6_c6f9_41e0_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_b21ba9fb_20a1_464b_b266_c455d4a][bookmark: _PAR__1_3ad6d2e3_7f78_4155_b402_70388aae][bookmark: _LINE__1_f8f94b4c_c7a7_477c_89d8_6a066af]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__cfc45e4a_0e3c_4bdd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cdb7d722_1db6_46df_a4aa_6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__c0821c4f_a8ed_4d81_be][bookmark: _PAR__2_5113d43b_309f_498b_95ce_812a5054][bookmark: _LINE__2_bfc89f5b_f32f_4ee0_9b80_b046532][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6c464310_698b_4de8][bookmark: _LINE__3_c12092c3_0eb2_484c_bcb0_4a606fe]Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §1038, sub-§3, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 427, §1, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c1229ec9_6545_45e7_a9ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1458763b_eef1_4dbb_830a_b59d][bookmark: _PAR__5_17cd4f27_dc3e_4f47_96fe_f1089699][bookmark: _LINE__9_522fa288_75fc_469d_b358_e722b67][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__260af29a_6274_4d5c_abf][bookmark: _LINE__10_43dd2203_56b8_4939_9eb7_27284b]D.  Practice in an underserved practice area, including but not limited to the practice of social work:
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_d6859bc0_30be_4bdf_be4f_0a34bfe2][bookmark: _LINE__9_0fa37860_e666_4373_8a29_a55a8a7][bookmark: _LINE__10_4b66b6e0_1aca_4599_b2b1_1e1f01][bookmark: _LINE__11_f21d3064_acee_4b9d_9f6d_0b33cf][bookmark: _LINE__12_eb26d068_837d_4dca_b320_e9ba19][bookmark: _LINE__13_af1f5b54_0941_4c35_aec7_7ba57f][bookmark: _LINE__14_a2e25980_06f3_4c88_8ac3_23b900][bookmark: _LINE__15_dbec0fbf_e901_4d78_bb4f_09b119][bookmark: _LINE__16_01020a21_8c60_4f9d_bd0a_bde9fd]This bill eliminates the requirement that participants in the Social Work Education Loan Repayment Program have completed a social work degree within 3 years of the date of application for the program. The bill adds to the list of practice areas available for participation in the program. The bill replaces the current priority consideration in the program with one developed by the Finance Authority of Maine with stakeholder input and also requires stakeholder input on changes to the application process. The bill requires a participant to serve residents of this State, increases the number of loans repaid each year and increases the amount of repayment for each participant.
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