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An Act To Accelerate Weatherization Efforts in the State
L.D. 
An Act To Accelerate Weatherization Efforts in the State
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__8f5807b0_b7c2_40d3_a21][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__fb62f2ef_16eb_4c35_8b5d_8e9f7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e39fadd1_e960_4151_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_8a32b2d9_85a7_4709_aaa2_adb3b17][bookmark: _PAR__1_94d15ff7_5f7c_40d7_8cb4_3cda66cb][bookmark: _LINE__1_96ae809d_fe08_47b7_bd59_983fba3]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2a79d2b1_9043_44db_b5cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ff6a5b3e_ff30_456e_9843_ce95][bookmark: _PAR__7_699257c2_8e7b_4bb3_9c25_11bccb8c][bookmark: _LINE__14_b960a414_2418_4dae_b74f_f546ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ecfa2a49_a2f6_4e9d_b0a][bookmark: _LINE__15_73d7596e_780a_418e_80ff_a1a2ee][bookmark: _LINE__16_bf0c2f26_d9af_465e_a69c_96264e][bookmark: _LINE__17_bbb132a6_95bd_4114_81c1_8f0a8b][bookmark: _LINE__18_ed7df049_ebc9_45b0_b51c_a8bf66][bookmark: _LINE__19_f66de98a_845c_413c_805f_41f7d7][bookmark: _LINE__20_dd77a282_42e0_4a11_8d30_4e9366][bookmark: _LINE__21_ebda3f67_84ab_4f5a_a7ce_ef77a2][bookmark: _LINE__22_6c8febbf_65c4_48d6_8dcc_f26d9c][bookmark: _LINE__23_5733cf9a_1a1c_4b3f_87d3_8e8437][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6d23d14f_fe2d_4c46_9e][bookmark: _LINE__24_95a8c59d_4f0c_4534_9379_82ea8a][bookmark: _LINE__25_36e99f2d_a27a_4aa3_932e_858f59][bookmark: _LINE__26_0eeeda8e_31a6_4cff_a5f1_acf2d7][bookmark: _LINE__27_2c1ad185_fffc_4028_aac5_d72aa6][bookmark: _LINE__28_6d2ce0bf_ee39_4f53_a773_b1a52e]A.  Trust funds must be allocated for measures, investments, loans, technical assistance and arrangements that reduce electricity consumption, increase energy efficiency or reduce greenhouse gas emissions and lower energy costs at commercial or industrial facilities and for investment in measures that lower residential heating energy demand and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The measures that lower residential heating demand must be fuel-neutral and may include, but are not limited to, energy efficiency improvements to residential buildings and upgrades to efficient heating systems that will reduce residential energy costs and greenhouse gas emissions, as determined by the board.  The trust shall ensure that measures to reduce the cost of residential heating are available for low-income households as defined by the trust.  When promoting electricity cost and consumption reduction, the trust may consider measures at commercial and industrial facilities that also lower peak capacity demand.  Subject to the apportionment pursuant to this subsection, the trust shall fund conservation programs that give priority to measures with the highest benefit-to-cost ratio, as long as cost-effective collateral efficiency opportunities are not lost, and that:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5993475a_1479_444b_b574_de9][bookmark: _PAR__3_13717722_dbb8_4d5e_ac46_822756ae][bookmark: _LINE__6_6e452857_5bad_42a9_8f8b_007863c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a564aa6_8750_47ae_b138][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__868e8e06_59b7_409e_8c0][bookmark: _LINE__7_48f39a52_7b32_4626_859d_d8a8a0e][bookmark: _LINE__8_ea1b0dc4_65e5_44e4_8637_6f0e480](6)  Reduce total energy consumption by electricity consumers in the State through provision of cost-effective energy efficiency and weatherization measures in accordance with section 10119, subsection 2, paragraph A, subparagraph (1).
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__378e1ed3_da47_4799_b1e2_9d1][bookmark: _PAR__7_2df38ddd_6886_4982_be92_29a8bee4][bookmark: _LINE__16_9cff9dbb_282a_48c9_b025_ea6282][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__093b64ac_0106_48d8_b4f8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0bfd16c3_19ec_4003_88f][bookmark: _LINE__17_301f281b_40ed_4da9_ba32_2052be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a91577ed_ce72_4707_8c][bookmark: _LINE__18_74dbd515_3a84_4fd2_a9bf_2dcaa2][bookmark: _LINE__19_a17fb920_8e1a_459e_b2b5_ee5344][bookmark: _LINE__20_9342d23d_026f_4201_9ee8_98149f](1)  A reasonable percentage of the available funds is directed to programs for low-income residential consumers, as defined by the trust. The trust shall establish the percentage based on an assessment of the opportunity for cost-effective conservation measures for such consumers, including an assessment of the number of low-income residential consumers that may be eligible for such programs;
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_de844c77_5493_464d_9bff_e88c315][bookmark: _LINE__27_c2e48a2a_f234_4c6f_b159_fbbb20][bookmark: _LINE__28_ec115a25_2cd6_4991_b11f_2367fd][bookmark: _LINE__29_03e32459_dbc2_4d86_ad44_f4d684][bookmark: _LINE__30_948edaf6_8791_49b9_abfb_e8c275][bookmark: _LINE__31_ca8e61f0_0772_4fe0_b645_49e7c6][bookmark: _LINE__32_a6e9ca10_58ff_4108_bb5d_7c84f1]This bill allows Efficiency Maine Trust funds for conservation programs that help reduce energy costs for electricity consumers to be used toward weatherization efforts to achieve the weatherization of 17,500 homes and businesses by 2025 and 35,000 homes and businesses by 2030, including at least 1,000 units of housing for low-income individuals or households per year.  It also defines the term "low-income" in the laws governing the trust.
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