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JOINT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE LIVES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF BLACK MAINE CITIZENS REUBEN RUBY, GEORGE THOMPSON RUBY, MARY DALY DICKSON AND LOIS ANN DICKSON RICE DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
L.D. 
JOINT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE LIVES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF BLACK MAINE CITIZENS REUBEN RUBY, GEORGE THOMPSON RUBY, MARY DALY DICKSON AND LOIS ANN DICKSON RICE DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__bcb1d7ee_1b73_4150_9903][bookmark: _PAR__2_fa702788_a274_4d6f_9405_2db2aea0][bookmark: _LINE__3_df4db4c4_fc26_40c7_8b8d_68b1aef]WHEREAS, Reuben Ruby, a Black man, was born in Gray in 1798; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__ab29606e_7e43_40f9_b6a5][bookmark: _PAR__5_06d66e3c_ed4c_4870_9a78_e2a1f1ea][bookmark: _LINE__11_f5402f78_1964_4770_bdfb_820fa2][bookmark: _LINE__12_004443db_6d05_4a98_ba4b_04afb3][bookmark: _LINE__13_b0b7ad3e_76e0_4bf5_8c6e_b20c64][bookmark: _LINE__14_0a6ce37c_34dc_43bf_9b2d_2d8c7c]WHEREAS, Mr. Ruby was only 29 years of age when he became an agent for Freedom's Journal, the first Black-owned newspaper in the country. In October 1834, he was the only Black person among those representing the City of Portland at the forming of the Maine Anti-Slavery Society in Augusta; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__0925954c_18e5_4ed3_b66b][bookmark: _PAR__7_45a47ebe_09c9_47b4_9edd_550e20a8][bookmark: _LINE__18_2e8e0461_ad87_4800_93c9_bc4311][bookmark: _LINE__19_535e4a8d_d977_4570_937d_276f52][bookmark: _LINE__20_aeb329db_8913_49d9_853e_d5d3b2]WHEREAS, Mr. Ruby was elected a vice-president of the American Moral Reform Society, a national group led by James Forten, a Black abolitionist from Philadelphia. In 1840, Mr. Ruby was elected president of the Manhattan Anti-Slavery Society in New York City; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__454d7710_5ec1_4dfc_9366][bookmark: _PAR__10_ce5422f7_b5ee_40d0_986d_f939171][bookmark: _LINE__26_f946457c_39d9_4c0f_9e4f_6a585b][bookmark: _LINE__27_f81d0819_2795_4146_8ef3_e4f6d1][bookmark: _LINE__28_9d3abe71_f22d_454f_9ad7_b96832][bookmark: _LINE__29_b78bea4f_963b_46a4_93ad_ea9cb4][bookmark: _LINE__30_91357764_8277_4bb8_87d6_15eef2]WHEREAS, Lois Ann Dickson Rice, a Black woman, was born in Portland and went on to become valedictorian at Portland High School in 1950 and class president of Radcliffe College in 1954. She became national vice president of the College Board and is considered "the Mother of the Pell Grant," a federal financial aid program that benefits millions of students each year; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__efe450f4_42bc_44fc_8fd5][bookmark: _PAR__12_62845203_a742_4ef0_b440_ff8a7ce][bookmark: _LINE__33_26451e59_bffa_4fdf_8e97_0c42a8][bookmark: _LINE__34_2ae969e2_5e6e_4de6_a91a_dc9534][bookmark: _LINE__35_b587def5_0bbe_47a7_8961_d13656][bookmark: _LINE__36_b2cffccb_7734_4f8d_98c1_f137fe]WHEREAS, Lois Ann Dickson Rice's legacy of achievement continues in her daughter Susan Rice, who was United States Ambassador to the United Nations and then National Security Advisor in the administration of President Barack Obama and has been tapped to run the Domestic Policy Council under President Joe Biden; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__e9be3891_9647_4d7c_85b8][bookmark: _PAR__15_d260ba4e_4988_4aed_a924_299ea63][bookmark: _LINE__43_e23468b1_2673_471c_a63d_94e341][bookmark: _LINE__44_60bdd23e_015e_4018_b64a_b3791f][bookmark: _LINE__45_c6bcaa02_3863_4e42_8456_87909b]WHEREAS, the month of February is officially celebrated as Black History Month, which dates back to 1926 when Dr. Carter G. Woodson set aside a special period of time in February to recognize the heritage and achievements of African Americans; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__3e2a8b40_dc3a_443b_80f8_c18e8][bookmark: _PAGE__2_c3752142_ce52_4d03_a7cb_228dc9f][bookmark: _PAR__1_c42c45aa_ac39_4fbe_8e32_c4d2ef02][bookmark: _LINE__1_2564f264_aacc_4ff4_a79b_cbc54ba][bookmark: _LINE__2_51a857ab_8ef1_4f02_bced_fe58d47][bookmark: _LINE__3_3fec4797_2f16_4951_b05e_4e167f3][bookmark: _LINE__4_fdf684c0_e600_4f01_8b16_98a98a5][bookmark: _LINE__5_47b70e12_ae09_484a_89cb_74f2e87]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature now assembled in the First Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to honor during Black History Month the contributions of African Americans in Maine's and the nation's history and encourage all people in the State to learn more about the past and to better understand the experiences that have shaped the State and the nation.
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