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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__73291869_6514_474c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d99aad27_4ad0_4823_9008_a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__6f7ba95c_77e7_4c54_b4][bookmark: _PAR__2_7e41d85b_e7ee_4226_b0f7_b60ee4af][bookmark: _LINE__2_74e68a60_dd91_449f_a6c7_b9d5605][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4b60f2ed_8e38_41b1][bookmark: _LINE__3_5be2d7e2_8d14_40df_8ab8_c23365e]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3737, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 412, §1, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__c21885ed_f9b9][bookmark: _PAR__4_033f557c_03b7_4e84_b5c9_8120a379][bookmark: _LINE__9_9b99c5db_5756_4f73_ad1c_0cdce64][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5ea27424_626a_42ad][bookmark: _LINE__10_f6750df7_57ae_4964_b84a_8ae732][bookmark: _LINE__11_13261edd_4b21_4ba8_bb2d_73dd8b][bookmark: _LINE__12_55acb4fc_1536_4e40_9092_40944e][bookmark: _LINE__13_129bd8ff_e760_4845_94f4_2940d7][bookmark: _LINE__14_9ff3a007_13cf_4232_9847_a400de][bookmark: _LINE__15_6bc975e9_dcf7_4112_bec2_522ec8]Sec. 2.  Salary supplement eligibility determinations.  The Department of Health and Human Services, in determining the eligibility for early childhood educator workforce salary supplements in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 3737-A, shall develop a process for evaluating and accepting qualified training provided and degrees awarded outside of the training network of the entity contracted by the department to evaluate early childhood educator workforce salary supplement eligibility.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_c5418e44_6434_4ceb_b05e_becae6bd][bookmark: _LINE__26_20460289_cdb4_4c92_a390_0ed5a6][bookmark: _LINE__27_74f4b9ab_3d90_442a_9ad0_c0d93c][bookmark: _LINE__28_c19cd05a_7e9a_49a8_88e6_65f7b9][bookmark: _LINE__29_75459a0f_2c5a_4fc9_8625_80df7b][bookmark: _LINE__30_4aeb3428_50b9_4a8a_9661_e24396][bookmark: _LINE__31_127e59e2_73ee_42fc_b43a_8deb5c][bookmark: _LINE__32_84c12df9_56c1_40df_b87b_fb0372][bookmark: _LINE__33_edb619b0_596c_4003_b6ec_21946b][bookmark: _LINE__34_6d11be56_a18c_48b9_959c_7f4f8b]This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to establish payment rates for child care services commensurate with the cost of care, rather than based on market rates for care. It requires that the department, in determining the eligibility for early childhood educator workforce salary supplements, develop a process for evaluating and accepting qualified training provided and degrees awarded outside of the training network of the entity contracted by the department to evaluate eligibility for such salary supplements. It requires that the department direct the entity responsible for determining quality indicators for child care services to develop a ratings system for child care sites based on average performance, rather than on the lowest performing indicator.
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