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An Act To Apply the Same Auditing Standards to All Candidates and Political Action Committees
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__196dc9a0_1838_4010_ab12][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__51bb3607_3ba7_40b0_9de0_1c1][bookmark: _PAR__3_573cf2cb_8cbe_42d8_becb_49523ea1][bookmark: _LINE__4_6c884362_e289_4a86_869c_16ecd30][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d4aa1bae_8866_4cfc_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a4eaf400_5518_4a68_b10][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__56dfb52d_a7e2_45a2_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0cedec09_3317_450f_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1d1ab4ba_9fc4_4e3e_b6][bookmark: _LINE__5_adee14bc_c218_4963_8461_b171a18][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c16e8537_4209_423f_b0][bookmark: _LINE__6_ce7cb639_cc9e_461c_a965_be9ee9b][bookmark: _LINE__7_847d0c1d_8613_40d2_a1dc_d94520a][bookmark: _LINE__8_49211155_08cd_4225_9ad4_9805c12][bookmark: _LINE__9_eb1d3f5d_40e9_4cb4_8a7e_1093837][bookmark: _LINE__10_8c39d37d_97c9_4a32_b38f_afa01a][bookmark: _LINE__11_b1e0e8a8_5492_468e_b570_8eee4f][bookmark: _LINE__12_0edae0fc_71f6_46c8_8f32_da3906][bookmark: _LINE__13_c51f690b_6163_45e3_a47b_3a481c]1.  Investigations.  The commission may shall undertake the audits and investigations provided for under this section to determine whether a person has violated this chapter, chapter 14 or the rules of the commission.  For this purpose, the commission may subpoena witnesses and records whether located within or without the State and take evidence under oath.  A person or entity that fails to obey the lawful subpoena of the commission or to testify before it under oath must be punished by the Superior Court for contempt upon application by the Attorney General on behalf of the commission.  The Attorney General may apply on behalf of the commission to the Superior Court or to a court of another state to enforce compliance with a subpoena issued to a nonresident person. Service of any subpoena issued by the commission may be accomplished by:
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_4d35d997_5926_4c68_8137_9621f446][bookmark: _LINE__6_40cc855b_9e12_4e3b_a120_80b268a][bookmark: _LINE__7_f22ab52b_1338_4f79_afdb_b5d6846][bookmark: _LINE__8_8ebce9a9_2451_49af_9c47_3326b69][bookmark: _LINE__9_9bc61375_6ae7_4a18_93ae_eef5a11][bookmark: _LINE__10_ac05fb53_5f27_4988_8e25_5d4cce][bookmark: _LINE__11_e7592938_da74_47aa_aba8_de3704][bookmark: _LINE__12_9dde3d45_6a9e_464f_8177_52fbe3][bookmark: _LINE__13_5e725130_6105_4931_8428_3426c0][bookmark: _LINE__14_e127a513_bf73_45bf_82c9_70e2ff][bookmark: _LINE__15_14a490d6_25b6_4949_9b79_f79724]This bill directs the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to conduct random audits of political action committees that are required to file campaign finance reports with the commission and candidates for state office, including candidates for Governor, State Senator, State Representative and presidential elector.  The bill directs the commission to adopt rules to implement this requirement.  The rules must direct the commission to audit an equal percentage of candidates for state office who are certified as Maine Clean Election Act candidates, candidates for state office who are not certified as Maine Clean Election Act candidates and political action committees.  The rules must also establish standard auditing requirements to be applied to each candidate and political action committee.
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