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An Act to Amend the Law Governing the Disposition of Forfeited Firearms
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Law Governing the Disposition of Forfeited Firearms
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_0bb33ddb_3f99_464d_8b5a_129e2f5a][bookmark: _LINE__16_60d317c5_a777_4144_8b45_7f85fe][bookmark: _LINE__17_99863f80_3617_4c17_9c36_d7a5bf][bookmark: _LINE__18_db795770_6427_450b_9e1a_f7172d][bookmark: _LINE__19_1d5819be_a95e_4fdb_b416_7c2721][bookmark: _LINE__20_e727f498_4e65_4489_8938_4f6f39][bookmark: _LINE__21_174d83ed_1f66_4e4a_9579_749ad9][bookmark: _LINE__22_6773da91_85d3_4845_8558_627419][bookmark: _LINE__23_ac66c93f_11ae_4db0_bd76_149a13][bookmark: _LINE__24_36bde1c6_35cc_4a6d_802b_17f35a][bookmark: _LINE__25_d3d266ee_7284_41d0_bf74_ee6c2b][bookmark: _LINE__26_446958f8_770e_4088_8efa_fe5216][bookmark: _LINE__27_fa09f2fa_0114_45a0_ae5a_ef541d][bookmark: _LINE__28_fb180af1_de9e_4b35_8f0e_184911]This bill amends the law governing the disposition of firearms that have been forfeited to the State as a mandatory part of a criminal sentence under the general sentencing provisions of the Maine Criminal Code. Current law requires that forfeited firearms used in commission of a murder or unlawful homicide crime be destroyed by the State. The bill extends the requirement to all firearms that have been forfeited as mandated by the general sentencing provisions of the Maine Criminal Code. The bill also eliminates one of the exceptions to mandatory forfeiture applying to cases in which the firearm subject to forfeiture is rightfully owned by another person. The bill amends the provision of law governing forfeiture of firearms within the Maine Juvenile Code to align with the general sentencing provisions as amended by this bill.  The bill amends the relevant asset forfeiture laws to align with the narrowed exception for 3rd-party claims to firearms subject to forfeiture as provided by this bill.  Finally, the bill directs the Attorney General to update rules governing the disposition of forfeited firearms under state law.
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