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An Act Related to the Disbursement of Revenue Generated from the Harvesting of River Herring
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__ba75bb89_bf14][bookmark: _PAR__11_00d8bdb2_2f40_4646_8902_92b9bb8][bookmark: _LINE__20_162d5a3a_db57_4f29_8bac_4e7ac6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4a5775dc_8c5e_4f9f][bookmark: _LINE__21_bc829240_38c3_4ab6_bfe4_54da87][bookmark: _LINE__22_c4db4613_852f_44dc_8a99_96599c][bookmark: _LINE__23_06a1b7bd_9014_4b60_9b09_992e3c][bookmark: _LINE__24_edacd746_0e67_4fa3_9e18_c3e626][bookmark: _LINE__25_41d2cf2f_1eee_4ebb_8175_f282fa][bookmark: _LINE__26_6ee587d5_00ac_4d6f_b786_b63b02]Sec. 2.  Study; equitable distribution of funds from Migratory Fish Fund.  The Department of Marine Resources shall study how to equitably distribute funds from the Migratory Fish Fund, under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 631, subsection 8, to municipalities. By December 3, 2025, the department shall report its findings, including any suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources. The committee may report out a bill based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__79fd6de4_ec57_422f_aa71_ae6bad][bookmark: _PAR__12_3918516e_9739_4523_ba63_a896ad6][bookmark: _LINE__27_955333c9_dd6d_435d_b892_da5140]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__13_28720b4c_bbb4_46cb_b087_2996eef][bookmark: _LINE__28_857a32ab_ec4a_410e_b0a3_582ffc][bookmark: _LINE__29_9899f6ed_82e8_46a0_987c_950d54][bookmark: _LINE__30_6f1253fc_a3c7_4dad_8776_d7bfb5][bookmark: _LINE__31_046370a8_ad96_4a42_8196_28d95b][bookmark: _LINE__32_4a0103e5_4d4a_4669_973c_930997][bookmark: _LINE__33_e03b4894_3fc6_4b1f_9a45_b0c3b1][bookmark: _LINE__34_22e97ef3_5468_4290_90a9_fc6731][bookmark: _LINE__35_7e8f01ba_1016_40ca_bd8a_5b0304]This bill specifies that funds from the Migratory Fish Fund must be distributed to municipalities that have existing river herring harvesting rights as well as to municipalities where there is a known river herring migration, at the discretion of the Commissioner of Marine Resources. The bill also directs the Department of Marine Resources to study how to equitably distribute funds from the Migratory Fish Fund to municipalities and to report back to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources.  The committee is authorized to report out a bill based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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