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An Act To Protect Persons Detained or Committed in a Correctional or Detention Facility from Excessive Telephone or Video Charges
L.D. 279
An Act To Protect Persons Detained or Committed in a Correctional or Detention Facility from Excessive Telephone or Video Charges
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__70bdc590_4ffd_4ce9_8a0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__0ece16d7_679c_4691_bab2_d153e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__4f27167f_ec1c_4d34_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_2c75b810_7bb0_4744_8370_ec78b35][bookmark: _PAR__1_5fb060c5_157c_4c38_a09d_529585c7][bookmark: _LINE__1_972c5549_6541_41f1_98b2_e4e0cf3]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f4452426_f64e_410b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3295eb19_3545_4e22_b509_7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__3b3182f5_16c4_45aa_8b][bookmark: _PAR__2_5a60c9e7_ceb7_4296_840a_2baf8773][bookmark: _LINE__2_37cb9529_271d_463d_a127_fe22ca5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f2fb17b0_3beb_40a8]Sec. 1.  34-A MRSA §1208, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__11fe615b_f66e_4017_a341][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__97208e8b_60c7_4289_9182_e3c][bookmark: _PAR__3_87136b5b_8467_4730_86e4_4be47c46][bookmark: _LINE__3_c92715b6_048b_4d21_a4ed_0ca8f35][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d8d3606e_5094_4881_b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__182d908d_aec8_4a82_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__738e22df_68a0_4817_8c1][bookmark: _LINE__4_2969df7d_8d38_4940_bbf2_ce40c26][bookmark: _LINE__5_c663b0d1_fba8_4794_9440_e42af1b]8.  Communications.  The standards established by the commissioner under this section must include the right to communications for inmates of county and municipal detention facilities as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ef9608a9_7bf9_427b_b760][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3e602be8_ec93_432d_b934_1299][bookmark: _PAR__4_516270e3_73fb_40d8_80a6_bd45a4c8][bookmark: _LINE__6_e85bbfc7_ba59_4f08_9f85_11887f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__69b9da63_5796_473a_9a1][bookmark: _LINE__7_00cdcb15_8938_4bc0_81da_62ebcd6][bookmark: _LINE__8_7323cfd2_d6b1_4e05_8929_63325cf]A.  The county or municipal detention facility shall provide each inmate the opportunity to communicate by means of telephone or video call 2 times per week without charge to the inmate, the inmate's family or a person receiving the call.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__09273927_2b5e_4000_9952][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2a3d15fd_9e30_4a34_86fc_2b87][bookmark: _PAR__5_0e5f5455_5df8_4de7_8ebf_6f201147][bookmark: _LINE__9_a1e4f313_7cbf_4687_804a_48d080b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5685dbbb_cc73_47bb_8b2][bookmark: _LINE__10_ca67e7b5_4ef9_4543_a8ee_132738][bookmark: _LINE__11_939893fa_622c_4579_badc_e87e72]B.  The county or municipal detention facility may provide communications services by means of telephone or video calls or may contract for communications services with an outside entity to provide access to telephone or video calls for inmates.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eda0c506_0f9d_4bb1_b6e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dc8e12ba_8337_4b30_b9e5_df7b][bookmark: _PAR__6_b4a3c7d4_14dd_4a0b_bfb4_bc203e48][bookmark: _LINE__12_ab940ecd_d872_42e4_b404_25a7b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1931627b_bcd8_4e4d_b05][bookmark: _LINE__13_45647aa3_24aa_4623_8130_f92b24]C.  A county or municipal detention facility may not enter into a contract with an outside entity for communications services pursuant to paragraph B that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d83e2d12_9a50_4c31_8e08_63f][bookmark: _PAR__7_c98c4980_8274_40ab_920e_defaefd6][bookmark: _LINE__14_25a4af3d_1b21_443f_bd3d_c95c93][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__25aa33cd_151e_4d63_bbdd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a6603057_4a17_4481_bf1][bookmark: _LINE__15_54e02cd9_6b9b_4195_aa3b_0562ec](1)  Results in a charge to the inmate, the inmate's family or a person receiving the call that exceeds 11¢ per minute for domestic debit, prepaid or collect calls; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__24fab2fe_7876_4040_93d2_a4a][bookmark: _PAR__8_c5bde978_3821_4265_9672_50c55542][bookmark: _LINE__16_20fc7e1a_dfdd_4d80_a9d1_cd4a81][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4101b551_bb35_4adf_b04b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__85abc3cb_a9db_45a9_88e][bookmark: _LINE__17_c739b910_5b5c_4e81_a96a_70f5a9][bookmark: _LINE__18_f745e1a1_d06a_472c_8223_16c2c5](2)  Results in a commission, surcharge or additional fee payable to the county or municipal detention facility that exceeds the charges imposed by the outside entity on the inmate, the inmate's family or a person receiving the call.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9a3a90d1_64ea_468e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8424ff2c_f5cb_4e61_b443_9][bookmark: _PAR__9_b2a2d6fe_a482_4eb8_a350_ce3d42a4][bookmark: _LINE__19_0e8719f9_4884_4178_b4e2_e5d3e8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b44a98f4_1a3e_4309][bookmark: _LINE__20_4d23aedd_803b_4b36_9908_f2e566]Sec. 2.  34-A MRSA §3031, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2019, c. 139, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__815dfc95_0d9c_4238_983a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f0fa7ae3_4e1c_41e3_92cb_b8d][bookmark: _PAR__10_82abacaa_d7af_44e0_9c80_2459f75][bookmark: _LINE__21_0151a88e_3749_4f31_bf27_f25c86][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8d8ed895_95fa_4006_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f48e09f5_dc70_4b5d_b58][bookmark: _LINE__22_a25f4446_c812_4554_ae4b_63e3c5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__84543816_4773_4464_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7075a22f_b9fb_4e9d_92][bookmark: _LINE__23_118f3507_4c00_4d75_be43_bc889d][bookmark: _LINE__24_d040c046_4893_48a3_9991_b1edf7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__41aff3da_0746_4973_a3]8.  Visitation.  A reasonable opportunity to visit with relatives and friends, in accordance with departmental policies and institutional procedures, provided except that the department may restrict or prohibit visits when the restriction or prohibition is necessary for the security of the institution; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__24a95a71_2223_4218][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__80a0e98f_1a87_4b95_b2a9_6][bookmark: _PAR__11_98a24231_5985_4010_8198_a98c888][bookmark: _LINE__25_05324684_9a13_4f45_8740_3a14bf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e0132d60_1aa3_4e1b][bookmark: _LINE__26_64268833_2b5a_4c58_a168_402f3c]Sec. 3.  34-A MRSA §3031, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 139, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__47d4154b_2538_4194_85c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f83fcc1b_62b4_4432_92a6_803][bookmark: _PAR__12_9ce448d0_bfbe_4956_a9c1_a4526f1][bookmark: _LINE__27_89656d61_d63a_4d58_9765_2179bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8e50d101_7348_4fef_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c1bf3f9e_4734_45c3_802][bookmark: _LINE__28_cf82916c_2641_4c85_b5a6_039d22][bookmark: _LINE__29_8040d8aa_2a7c_4d4c_8a49_65056f][bookmark: _LINE__30_485ca2d9_8a8b_42af_99f1_8db2f5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7b411369_3a9e_424b_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__56cf431f_e1d4_4417_95]9.  Menstrual products.  Comprehensive access to menstrual products, including, but not limited to, sanitary pads and tampons, provided and available at all times and without inconvenience or charge to a person who menstruates who resides in a correctional or detention facility.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0ff13cf2_fbcc_4d2d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3e1febfa_0812_469f_989b_3][bookmark: _PAR__13_39a81d82_2e99_4730_8075_c84df92][bookmark: _LINE__31_2e5bc0a6_d5aa_49ed_af2a_313226][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__69dffac0_7c0a_467c]Sec. 4.  34-A MRSA §3031, sub-§10 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e270fe01_ed6d_4434_a8c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bc87f6ee_db10_44f1_a2a0_0a6][bookmark: _PAR__14_62035757_0c92_4194_a037_3a933ca][bookmark: _LINE__32_d0ae5e62_7953_4e0e_9cb1_ad154a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0e3bca7b_d2d8_4967_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f714a97c_e2f4_4da5_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e5010589_c064_4c74_836][bookmark: _LINE__33_bcb2ab62_9f24_40be_902d_d613b2]10.  Communications.  Communications by means of telephone or video call as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3c176fc8_7c02_4ae7_8918][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f7178a36_0b26_4f25_8807_72d8][bookmark: _PAR__15_f00e6c5d_a2ef_4b74_baa5_921e602][bookmark: _LINE__34_e08df71b_09b0_4b45_9e35_a01c35][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f99154f3_a9fd_4aa7_a0a][bookmark: _LINE__35_1a1db896_c43e_40a7_a768_6942e2][bookmark: _LINE__36_23cb9cdb_2258_421d_a01a_0ba8fe][bookmark: _LINE__37_b0b9e0e7_d0b0_4cad_8d8c_af00f7]A.  The correctional or detention facility shall provide each prisoner or detainee with the opportunity to communicate by means of telephone or video call 2 times per week without charge to the prisoner or detainee, that person's family or a person receiving the call.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5172c1c1_a343_43e7_b9c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cf65db5c_cc51_4941_9f2e_5200][bookmark: _PAR__16_2ae5cd77_9f2a_4fde_836b_f5f8e5d][bookmark: _LINE__38_19a532ce_c71c_4e85_bdab_fb07f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d8d898cf_3f5c_4a8e_a83][bookmark: _LINE__39_4d90911f_5b21_4e11_9984_7ffad5][bookmark: _LINE__40_edbad32d_9cab_40a5_952e_d3534a]B.  The correctional or detention facility may provide communications services by means of telephone or video calls or may contract for communications services with an outside entity to provide access to telephone or video calls for prisoners or detainees.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6497b413_b7c5_4f52_a460][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dbb6d620_3b89_4e43_82f7_2ba6][bookmark: _PAGE__2_320dad96_db4a_4e41_aa17_6049399][bookmark: _PAR__1_413827c8_eeed_47a4_b0ea_21cc4d39][bookmark: _LINE__1_7a252eb0_f257_4d2e_a03b_4ba90a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d34c1b39_0465_4062_b3d][bookmark: _LINE__2_027278c2_14dc_4567_8821_fee0048]C.  A correctional or detention facility may not enter into a contract with an outside entity for communications services pursuant to paragraph B that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d9aa2efd_ed29_4633_9e8d_2e8][bookmark: _PAR__2_8d1a7ea7_0b9b_49f9_9c7e_f9f658c7][bookmark: _LINE__3_e13fe9b5_797a_4523_a4a1_8422b04][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fd9e1cb1_6b0e_4495_90da][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__04a556bc_ffcf_4ecb_b6c][bookmark: _LINE__4_fad340ec_4e4a_4bb4_b7d0_a131444][bookmark: _LINE__5_62a3f04e_0c3d_4bdb_899b_88609b1](1)  Results in a charge to the prisoner or detainee, that person's family or a person receiving the call that exceeds 11¢ per minute for domestic debit, prepaid or collect calls; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__56c539ef_8fae_40eb_af9e_0a9][bookmark: _PAR__3_49774a44_f1fa_49dc_8871_be350a56][bookmark: _LINE__6_0f118338_adeb_414d_8003_24a6cf9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__638b8683_532d_4add_bfc3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1d07a44b_6f7d_4c3f_b34][bookmark: _LINE__7_b5c48afa_02e0_47d8_944f_aab88e2][bookmark: _LINE__8_41518655_9e62_4c65_8a4d_74773fb](2)  Results in a commission, surcharge or additional fee payable to the correctional or detention facility that exceeds the charges imposed by the outside entity on the prisoner or detainee, that person's family or a person receiving the call.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__4d82ec5b_564e_4efd_9f96_264f70][bookmark: _PAR__4_eda9ccc1_4c0b_4e3f_a8e0_8152cb91][bookmark: _LINE__9_26212ce5_b0cb_4183_a2a9_508b0ea]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_629f891c_cd87_48a7_9643_07994c1b][bookmark: _LINE__10_bd53c34e_0742_4e2c_b1b9_1e5029][bookmark: _LINE__11_afaec6b5_2e69_4a17_9afc_826f7d][bookmark: _LINE__12_7bf14daa_9dda_4694_9e37_1a8e4d][bookmark: _LINE__13_44130330_e807_41b4_8a64_ad83d6][bookmark: _LINE__14_c664323b_1469_46f6_867c_fa3311][bookmark: _LINE__15_9ad18695_ffe0_4388_8575_28e3fb][bookmark: _LINE__16_34d83195_4947_4e46_af3f_da94ad][bookmark: _LINE__17_0c0af6ce_4587_4a91_9c43_97d0e1][bookmark: _LINE__18_a13d7c51_a40d_4e31_910f_197fec][bookmark: _LINE__19_69b95424_3316_4b75_929a_ed2a1a][bookmark: _LINE__20_4cc0f7a3_9300_4cf7_988b_29d150]This bill protects inmates in county jails and municipal detention facilities and prisoners or detainees in state correctional and detention facilities from excessive telephone and video communications charges.  The bill amends the law governing standards established by the Commissioner of Corrections for inmates of county jails and municipal detention facilities and establishes the right to communications 2 times per week without charge.  The bill contains similar rights for prisoners and detainees in Department of Corrections correctional and detention facilities.  The bill allows county jails and municipal detention facilities to contract for communications services and limits the charges that may be imposed and fees to be paid to the jails and municipal detention facilities for the calls.  The bill includes similar provisions to protect prisoners and detainees in Department of Corrections correctional and detention facilities.
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