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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__96b55e22_a2cd_4de0_8dd1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e19c1db9_b171_4c33_a9a2_4119][bookmark: _PAR__8_973936cf_0c85_4588_9908_55956f27][bookmark: _LINE__22_407cd1da_3807_4b66_820b_dc4a5e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__715e5fca_756b_4fe2_b91][bookmark: _LINE__23_6afc722b_eee0_48c7_8ca7_4623bc]D.  A minor may petition for a name change through an emancipation proceeding without filing a separate petition if the minor asserts good cause.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__93046e7a_fce3_4733_96eb_783][bookmark: _PAR__7_677b4ea8_9442_4abe_9ea0_17d7e6d9][bookmark: _LINE__19_623039e8_f456_4663_a5bb_db9130][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__abfdb394_ddd6_4f75_8eee][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__30d109ea_c668_442b_94a][bookmark: _LINE__20_f787bc84_1437_4381_bd0a_fc2321](1)  The minor's expressed preference, if the minor is of sufficient age and maturity to articulate a basis for preferring a particular name;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__919cdbbd_563f_42e8_a0ff_ffab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c3279b9b_c25c_4c0a_a8b][bookmark: _PAR__13_a62ee9c0_ebd5_44f8_88a7_1a31a75][bookmark: _LINE__31_d68d2571_9091_420b_8bd3_f90cab][bookmark: _LINE__32_004e911b_ba7b_487f_879d_df4cfc]If the court finds that the name change is in the best interest of the minor by a preponderance of the evidence, the court shall change the minor's name.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4d10e3ff_4103_4330_904c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3e153334_965a_4a60_bd3c_0a3][bookmark: _PAGE__3_e7e8360f_6283_4be2_a6a7_85c65e9][bookmark: _PAR__1_723cd347_712b_4b51_9bb0_47f4644e][bookmark: _LINE__1_d4c819b9_f8b3_4650_a88f_1c82905][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c85bc165_5343_4138_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__88cb652c_a681_41f2_885][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5b80a59b_ffc5_4a96_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__15acf1a4_db44_4f15_a3][bookmark: _LINE__2_a2d0def1_4aff_4a67_9967_becb307][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a262716e_b530_4eac_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a14b5ccd_0a91_4894_a3][bookmark: _LINE__3_d7b9555d_2281_4a93_9037_37223d4][bookmark: _LINE__4_ccd21955_e577_4ddf_a2ec_f82eff5]6.  Denial of petition brought for improper purpose.  The judge court may not change the name of a person if the judge court has reason to believe that the person is seeking the name change for purposes of defrauding another person or entity or for purposes otherwise contrary to the public interest.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6c12252b_3d40_4b18][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0c58de4e_392b_4bdc_8f56_3][bookmark: _PAR__2_31b3dcd2_f7f5_466b_96cb_c68a2232][bookmark: _LINE__5_6ffd6f75_9160_4ea9_a6a4_b77ed38][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e28dfa41_4272_4e53]Sec. 2.  19-A MRSA §1653, sub-§2, ¶F is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e1df7c41_4165_4a42_928f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dc562b73_2d1a_42de_98fb_1633][bookmark: _PAR__3_860afb04_3cbf_4a08_be3f_6e68ed76][bookmark: _LINE__6_a143a49d_b873_42c7_97b7_cb1c6b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cdcc4c5b_3509_48c3_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0a1ca0c9_ab8d_4728_884][bookmark: _LINE__7_b08a90d8_a8d1_433d_ac4f_f68f333]F.  The court may order that a minor's name be changed pursuant to Title 18-C, section 1-701.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d1764ca5_8780_4b09][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3c050906_d755_4ae8_a30d_8][bookmark: _PAR__4_4f25c891_7bf7_490c_a017_d0cde4ae][bookmark: _LINE__8_7d3d965b_4bf2_4f23_a501_3ac116f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cb300ac1_7cdc_4128][bookmark: _LINE__9_3c3dfdf7_576d_4e79_a38a_cb59fe5]Sec. 3.  19-A MRSA §1843, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 296, Pt. A, §1 and affected by Pt. D, §1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c1b782d_48df_4b16_b871][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f67efea7_4c54_4a22_a22d_bc7][bookmark: _PAR__5_9da919a6_bcb1_4969_9485_b9d03175][bookmark: _LINE__10_5ed94c4f_cf3f_4d3d_a9a8_617b9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fe40ff2c_0ece_446a_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fad9f60c_bb00_4c90_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__54dde4cc_dd5a_415e_96d]3.  Change of name.  Title 18-C, section 1-701 governs all name changes of minors.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__7e93579e_f549_4b44_9cf8_aff870][bookmark: _PAR__6_bb96311c_f6a6_449a_b81b_a17cbf99][bookmark: _LINE__11_07a887c6_81d9_49d9_b26e_28e129]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3feb68c0_8528_43fc_93dc_2ce2da82][bookmark: _LINE__12_26e3c304_569d_4951_88b1_d24610][bookmark: _LINE__13_b08a1932_6681_41a1_a062_56182b][bookmark: _LINE__14_abdc701f_2b57_4525_b6ac_506773][bookmark: _LINE__15_fd027587_7863_4cd2_9caf_b7b264][bookmark: _LINE__16_cd4d5369_fbbb_4a05_bca2_956971][bookmark: _LINE__17_6ab75444_7873_4389_abf2_3d7a2e][bookmark: _LINE__18_f19ea994_014a_4c6b_91f2_399846][bookmark: _LINE__19_1a676297_29cf_4078_b692_55773d][bookmark: _LINE__20_a55570e6_0525_48e5_b836_a96197][bookmark: _LINE__21_61f4238b_1b8a_4266_a7d6_5ddf81][bookmark: _LINE__22_b377ebb0_6342_469c_b066_555a39][bookmark: _LINE__23_1c5c91f2_a595_4798_9659_c1ac99]This bill clarifies and consolidates in a single section of Maine law the process and standards for changing the names of adults and minors.  The current process to change the name of an adult is for the adult to file a petition in the Probate Court in the county where the adult lives, except when an adult is petitioning to change that adult's name pursuant to a divorce proceeding, and this bill does not change that.  This bill provides that a parent or guardian of a minor may file a name change petition for the minor in the Probate Court in the county in which the minor lives, unless the District Court has exclusive jurisdiction regarding the minor pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, section 152, subsection 5-A, in which case the petition must be filed in District Court.  The bill also permits a parent or guardian to request to change the minor's name as part of a proceeding concerning parentage or other parental rights with respect to the minor in the District Court.  A separate petition is not required in these cases.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c8dd1150_15d3_4239_b581_9f2b66b4][bookmark: _LINE__24_b6ebeb27_21b5_4d41_94d3_2a72c5][bookmark: _LINE__25_edb31272_ddd4_4db8_b7be_379ffb]This bill defines "parent" and "guardian" for the purposes of changing the name of a minor.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_312ac25c_60e7_4dc9_9af6_8bf62142][bookmark: _LINE__26_f696a0a1_7e89_464a_bbf4_55127b][bookmark: _LINE__27_285bf4b9_71a9_419d_b6ec_d3084b][bookmark: _LINE__28_1c11487c_ad17_423c_a38a_90087d][bookmark: _LINE__29_63816592_87bf_4f80_8995_e4cf3e][bookmark: _LINE__30_4b53ce57_0d08_429d_b0ad_682bb3][bookmark: _LINE__31_d5bef705_bd13_4f9d_850e_7346ef]This bill requires the parent or guardian who requests a name change for the minor in District Court to provide notice pursuant to the applicable rules of procedure to any other parent, any guardian, any guardian ad litem and any person or agency with legal custody of the minor and to the minor if the minor is 14 years of age or older.  The court must provide an opportunity for those entitled to notice to be heard and may change the name of the minor if the court finds that the change is in the best interest of the minor.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_3cc3e301_7607_4986_b18f_9172276][bookmark: _LINE__32_47fa9e21_af55_4c1e_8274_8f0cd5][bookmark: _LINE__33_945180c9_2f15_4ffa_a9b7_bba3ab][bookmark: _LINE__34_8fe6ff76_d956_4490_863d_355c9f][bookmark: _LINE__35_4a72c249_a192_4534_bdb5_702bf3]This bill provides that a parent or guardian does not have to publish notice of a minor's name change unless the court orders that notice be prohibited.  It authorizes the court to make the request of a name change confidential or not public if the court limited the notice required for the name change.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ec7416e3_a6e2_4733_bf6c_b89360a][bookmark: _LINE__36_22404c08_8c6e_4680_8f25_975fde][bookmark: _LINE__37_1dea4266_1a3c_4fa1_88ac_5975ad]This bill provides factors a court must consider to assess whenever a request or petition for a name change is in the best interest of the minor.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4eff90a7_ff8d_442a_a086_12f166c][bookmark: _LINE__38_2bf5d36f_a195_4c36_b6e2_fdb842][bookmark: _LINE__39_b5f94aa5_4eae_43fc_9f5b_f96496][bookmark: _LINE__40_1a966c8d_315e_4308_abb3_1b27db]Because this bill consolidates the provisions governing the process for change of name, except in the case of annulment, divorce or adoption, it revises the provision in the Maine Parentage Act providing for change of name of a minor on determination of parentage.
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