132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Restore Religious Exemptions to Immunization Requirements
L.D. 
An Act to Restore Religious Exemptions to Immunization Requirements
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__67b2981c_039c_40c5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0cc3da68_2ac4_4dbc_b1c0_0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__fb6984d1_2f3b_42ef_bf][bookmark: _PAR__2_cd7c1545_5304_41f6_892c_d49a57c2][bookmark: _LINE__2_39b7ce3f_9372_4644_b29a_460a42f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__de3a5ecf_e46b_43f8]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §6355, sub-§5 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__70637055_ecd1][bookmark: _PAR__5_b0a395d1_07cb_478e_8797_84c8154b][bookmark: _LINE__15_41b74d62_aa28_44bb_a03d_1f29b0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1cfdcd39_a285_49d9][bookmark: _LINE__16_543c659c_f73d_4b8f_b91c_1ec4a5][bookmark: _LINE__17_7072143c_7513_48c4_97e7_adc24c][bookmark: _LINE__18_e4fc22fc_5185_4ac6_bcba_1bb070][bookmark: _LINE__19_8fff0f03_ba94_462b_bdcd_7a7549][bookmark: _LINE__20_26ec965c_e251_46ba_808b_57730b][bookmark: _LINE__21_fca9a302_d2e6_4805_b5f3_b63cfb]Sec. 10.  Rules.  The Department of Education and the Department of Health and Human Services shall amend their rules in order to provide for exempting persons from immunization requirements on the grounds of a sincere religious belief in accordance with this Act.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 6358, subsection 1 and section 6359, subsection 6 and Title 22, section 802, subsection 3 and section 8402, subsection 3, paragraph A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_12fdb97d_0dcf_46aa_a588_17ad39f2][bookmark: _LINE__23_8477f9b1_2273_4b3c_9aaf_6afbbd][bookmark: _LINE__24_dfc19cec_8ca3_4bcf_8772_7f94de][bookmark: _LINE__25_c9ea30a6_ebe6_4fc8_aa44_977e8b][bookmark: _LINE__26_3477ccde_6013_4858_b4cf_c277cf]This bill reinstates exemptions from immunization requirements based on a sincere religious belief for students in elementary, secondary and postsecondary schools and employees of nursery schools.  It also provides the same exemption to health care practitioners.
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