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An Act to Amend the Maine Parentage Act Regarding Joinder of Parties
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_3f76573a_7417_4d37_969a_04c03f8][bookmark: _LINE__20_6d89e1b8_4d70_44d7_81a6_cd6376][bookmark: _LINE__21_f91a4e98_0e7f_4199_8fc8_d350f0][bookmark: _LINE__22_1c330609_1d90_4b1c_936f_d9a9e0]This bill is proposed by the Family Law Advisory Commission pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 19-A, section 354, subsection 2.  It amends 2 provisions of the Maine Parentage Act.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_5008e038_4f35_4748_9ab5_2e0cd1b][bookmark: _LINE__25_9846e777_64cd_4ef6_a8f1_a7e2bc][bookmark: _LINE__26_b9b5bdc9_e006_44aa_b2e4_cb7080][bookmark: _LINE__27_e62876d9_de5c_4860_a718_4225c7][bookmark: _LINE__28_2960018b_a294_4133_b0cb_ee3ae1][bookmark: _LINE__29_870df3b8_0eb8_4e2c_9f10_26614f][bookmark: _LINE__30_97019adf_049c_493b_8e78_2e08cd][bookmark: _LINE__31_593457b0_4757_4f34_adc2_ea12f5][bookmark: _LINE__32_218c8ab6_0e26_48f1_9c83_9b6cc2][bookmark: _LINE__33_0e871ed1_71e9_4f09_86c8_848a62]Under Title 19-A, section 1844, if a court in a proceeding to dissolve a marriage acts under the jurisdictional requirements of Maine law and the final order identifies a child as a "child of the marriage" or "issue of the marriage" or by similar words indicates that the parties are the parents of the child, the court is deemed to have made an adjudication of that child's parentage and that adjudication is binding on the parties to the proceeding.  The bill clarifies that section 1844 applies not only to divorce proceedings but also to proceedings to annul a marriage or for legal separation.  It also expands the scope of section 1844 to apply to proceedings to determine the parental rights and responsibilities with respect to a child's unmarried parents.  
LR0408, item 1 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
