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An Act to Standardize Service Credit Qualifications for State Retirees
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__e42d9a65_e83c_4b4f_ad0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__b24851f5_4c01_4055_a5a2_2c2b3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__aa12cf12_cf74_42ea_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_988664df_a1f3_47f6_b1d7_00487fe][bookmark: _PAR__1_7437d280_1c63_4afe_a466_a82cab45]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__408287e0_53ca_4b5b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a4719ba1_89d0_4cd9_ba9c_2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__e4f645df_79e3_4b05_b5][bookmark: _PAR__2_3a30830a_8cb2_4ab2_9fab_4fd8675f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__65a0b41a_1941_4ed7]Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §17857, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2001, c. 442, §2 and PL 2021, c. 548, §45, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e12b4711_9c68_45fc_a2da][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__62ce82b5_2eb9_423b_a866_560][bookmark: _PAR__3_cd718d13_b00c_417c_9980_a7a9a394][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1d61a666_8ed8_401c_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f5ce272a_137b_40e2_9ff]2.  Additional creditable service.  Additional creditable service is earned by a former participant in a special plan as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b387ea61_ac69_4e09_83c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e3e92905_9c40_4017_8e3f_8d59][bookmark: _PAR__4_64dcd623_878c_4b23_82a8_c2af5146][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0bf894e9_d68d_43bb_b85][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bec0c720_50d7_4a1b_b01]A.  A member who has completed the service requirements for retirement under a special plan, including a member who completes the requirements of section 17851‑A, subsection 2, paragraph A, may transfer to a position not under a special plan and earn service credit for additional service retirement benefits.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__aac3aa75_ed61_4382_ab58_754][bookmark: _PAR__5_11720979_9bf9_4c0a_96e0_6e832266][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d2da8a7c_8838_4e19_babc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__11f3afa2_0949_4985_99f](1)  The part of the member's service retirement benefit based upon membership service before being transferred must be computed according to the formula for computing benefits under the special plan that the member was under previously.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1df82b25_ce48_4a29_8226_060][bookmark: _PAR__6_beb5746c_9f8e_46fa_80ce_a0f70e7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6b3f9c7f_01d0_4ece_9d26][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8dc2650b_d494_4ff5_a4e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__798e7d8c_7d92_4142_965][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3a830ea4_a6fe_4cd8_b5](2)  The part of the member's benefit based upon membership service after being transferred must be computed in accordance with section 17852, subsection 1, except that, if the member has completed 80% of the member’s service under the special plan, the member’s benefit must be computed according to the formula for computing benefits under the special plan that the member was under previously.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4fea626f_2afc_491f_badf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2c46a012_9d92_4ffb_a54b_9671][bookmark: _PAR__7_c7375ed5_a068_466c_9d3c_c6e91f39][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aace3b80_6e6f_44c4_96e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__12b23c72_0448_43a9_a1a]C.  A member who has not completed the service requirements for retirement under a special plan may transfer to a position not under a special plan and receive service retirement benefits as follows.  This paragraph does not apply to section 17851‑A, subsection 2, paragraph A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__83ebe9b4_8300_4eff_a601_8fa][bookmark: _PAR__8_1e019e38_53d7_415a_98d2_2bfed373][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__75769f77_53c0_4271_9663][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__01d31baf_42b4_4dcb_870](1)  If the benefit is greater, the part of the member's service retirement benefit based upon membership service before being transferred must be computed according to the formula for computing benefits under the special plan that the member was under previously.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f7c3f4c4_b7f3_4fd0_8f23_c1c][bookmark: _PAR__9_1757953c_0495_4652_aba4_8f76a91c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__645e9d35_4000_4d04_a46e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e570faf5_4e4a_40ac_9eb][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fe53b089_7450_47a4_847][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7aba52bd_0a3f_475d_ba](2)  The part of the member's benefit based upon membership service after being transferred must be computed in accordance with section 17852, subsection 1, except that, if the member has completed 80% of the member’s service under the special plan, the member’s benefit must be computed according to the formula for computing benefits under the special plan that the member was under previously.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6987488b_180a_40a6_ab45][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__91fe2403_87a7_47ea_beb2_d6b1][bookmark: _PAR__10_2fbc753e_4a7c_4396_bc96_6806a0a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1b606923_d9c5_45cc_b14][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__37d1604c_95a5_4a5b_b0d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ba517789_f619_489f_93b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__018dc3bb_2414_4cd2_a99]D.  A member who has not completed the service requirements for retirement under a special plan, including a member who completes the requirements of section 17851‑A, subsection 2, paragraph A, on becoming disabled as defined in section 17901, or, after September 30, 1989, section 17921, and on becoming reemployed in a position not under a special plan on retirement receives retirement benefits as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__34e16e7c_5e7c_496d_b004_3cc][bookmark: _PAR__11_a7b4a8db_efdf_43eb_b3b4_66ce67d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2369ebe2_d06e_4c3c_9d7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__27641cde_504e_4e3f_816](1)  The part of the member's service retirement based on membership service before becoming disabled must be computed according to the formula for computing benefits under the member's previous special plan.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__4673d422_cac0_49c9_b647_b2c][bookmark: _PAR__12_dc4b8665_317d_4ef4_9cd1_25438f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__986b261c_0ebd_43e9_8d9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d315784_8b19_4eb7_8af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c039bab5_4c1c_4a13_94][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__b8b3df8c_fe46_4211_a80a_30c][bookmark: _PAGE__2_864c0d71_1be6_43f5_8bdc_5d14de4][bookmark: _PAR__1_4ec19e80_4b80_4422_a1b3_b68a4987](2)  The part of the member's service retirement based on membership service after becoming reemployed in a position not under a special plan must be computed according to the formula for computing benefits under the member's previous special plan, except that, if the member has completed 80% of the member’s service under the special plan, the member’s benefit must be computed according to the formula for computing benefits under the special plan that the member was under previously.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__16ed36eb_5717_4076_a2f9_29a][bookmark: _PAR__2_d4fff59d_9dd5_4c67_a656_14ea5dc9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cbdda7cf_949e_49f3_9293][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__034dd189_07e0_47d0_a34][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b62aa53b_f1a5_4ec2_b66][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7cf35882_27da_464d_987](3)  If the member is found to be no longer disabled, as defined in section 17901, or, after September 30, 1989, section 17921, the member may:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__85fb2feb_5fdf_4769_8ce6_2dbd][bookmark: _PAR__3_5ee86eeb_26e0_411c_b0ba_c25bbdfa][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b35f5cbc_f101_4d97_8e15][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff88b90f_3e71_4314_a03](a)  Return to a position under the member's previous special plan; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__eca61393_4945_4aaf_90ca_c93c][bookmark: _PAR__4_831bc3dd_4ae9_468a_bd60_46097cc0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e54a65e2_e29b_445a_9007][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0fba5ee1_97bf_4b7f_aa0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8b21606a_15ca_45d1_b10][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a2cdff8d_9a15_4365_95](b)  Remain in the position that is not under a special plan and have the part of the member's service retirement benefit based on post-disability service computed in accordance with section 17852, subsection 1, except that, if the member has completed 80% of the member’s service under the special plan, the member’s benefit must be computed according to the formula for computing benefits under the special plan that the member was under previously.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5d3fa776_2483_4fe2_ba10_961][bookmark: _PAR__5_ebf1fa66_cea7_4135_851c_e8c0d0fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__810cb6a0_da37_42f7_9446][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__80ea747f_65f7_4190_a82][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__cd52ded6_8560_4bdc_a4f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__54abe2d3_d696_4250_86c](4)  The chief executive officer may require that a member subject to this paragraph undergo medical examinations or tests once each year to determine the member's disability in accordance with section 17903 or, after September 30, 1989, section 17926.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__a05ae909_1311_47e2_8cbd_1fdb][bookmark: _PAR__6_53fce5fc_0e08_40b7_91a0_20c778df][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c8121942_7c96_496a_9112][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2aabeb48_f2c4_4f47_a64][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2caec192_8c0e_45fb_b79](a)  If the member refuses to submit to the examination or tests under this subparagraph, the member's retirement benefit must be based on section 17852, subsection 1, until the member withdraws the refusal.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__4add974b_106e_473b_bfa2_0035][bookmark: _PAR__7_2fdab403_99f2_4d9e_a363_63876129][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__af0514c3_5a4d_4df7_a1d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc3e9f35_7f8a_4d74_a1f](b)  If the member's refusal under division (a) continues for one year, all the member's rights to any further benefits under this paragraph shall cease.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__f49d4534_698d_44cd_b631_77d6ab][bookmark: _PAR__8_af6d071f_44b1_4cd0_b3c2_1a722a41]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_23c1ce13_b957_48fe_9474_75a892f5]This bill specifies that when a member of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System in a position covered by a special plan transfers to a position that is not covered by a special plan and has completed 80% of the member's service under the special plan, that additional time in the position not covered by the special plan is calculated as though the member had remained in the special plan.
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