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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4b5c3597_6172_4295][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d4fd6a39_cb9f_487d_a2a3_0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__c8b0f6de_15f5_456a_b9][bookmark: _PAR__2_7c340e4b_71d8_45d3_beee_26dd8125][bookmark: _LINE__2_580db09e_4168_4fc5_bc05_447e34a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cf214663_bd92_49c1]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §4301, sub-§8-B is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__09e07e17_45e7_45d7_82fd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b6a5f873_3d46_4dd0_a48e_e99][bookmark: _PAR__7_a04ba243_0716_477e_8e0e_a6a8cc80][bookmark: _LINE__13_85cb6aee_6836_4da8_b399_502f1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d371ff75_8f29_4173_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ac3dcb9_c908_444a_a86][bookmark: _LINE__14_3d2267d3_f003_4d0d_8f4e_b2bc86][bookmark: _LINE__15_cd50803d_1695_45ca_b239_365998][bookmark: _LINE__16_72dfecdb_1c69_4181_9789_0cef2a][bookmark: _LINE__17_60de2e7a_c82a_4dc4_befb_782ab7][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7db21433_e322_4444_911][bookmark: _LINE__18_7262aa8b_b643_4271_a28f_e094ab][bookmark: _LINE__19_04f49158_8c40_40b3_881d_d0a4e6][bookmark: _LINE__20_ff54ce97_4e14_4ac1_9246_bedea2][bookmark: _LINE__21_50584b1d_474a_43d4_aca2_d7d2d9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__530ffa03_e6e7_45a1_8b][bookmark: _LINE__22_675d0a7d_b4b6_40ab_b8f1_45c5d9][bookmark: _LINE__23_843fd494_e9ed_4019_b21e_386dbd][bookmark: _LINE__24_60f833f2_f782_46bb_80eb_9c9f33]6.  Eligibility; recovery residence; exception.  The overseer in a municipality may not deny general assistance to a person for the sole reason that the person is residing in a recovery residence.  Beginning July 1, 2022, a municipality may not provide housing assistance to a person residing in a recovery residence that has not been certified in accordance with Title 5, section 20005, subsection 22, except that the person may receive housing assistance while residing in an uncertified recovery residence for one 30-day period only and the overseer shall inform the person of the requirements of this subsection.  A person who is ineligible for housing assistance under this subsection may remain eligible to receive general assistance for other basic necessities.  Upon request by a person residing in a certified recovery residence who has been determined eligible for housing assistance, a municipality shall issue a housing assistance payment to the operator of the certified recovery residence instead of to a landlord.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_c97e3064_5c83_41aa_900b_5029dee2][bookmark: _LINE__26_27d36846_dcb3_4fba_8b27_410817][bookmark: _LINE__27_5707f1bc_194d_4969_8264_538623][bookmark: _LINE__28_34c69bbd_f5d3_44fa_838c_4a25dd]This bill requires a municipality to issue a general assistance housing assistance payment to the operator of a certified recovery residence upon request by an eligible person rather than to a landlord, including a property owner. 
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