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PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the summary and
inserting the following:

‘Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §4008, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2015, c. 501, §1, is further amended
to read:

5. Retention of unsubstantiated child protective services records.   Except as provided
in this subsection, the department shall retain unsubstantiated child protective services case records for
no more than 18 months5 years following a finding of unsubstantiation and then expunge unsubstantiated
case records from all departmental files or archives unless a new referral has been received within the
18-month5-year retention period. An expunged record or unsubstantiated record that should have been
expunged under this subsection may not be used for any purpose, including admission into evidence in
any administrative or judicial proceeding. Unsubstantiated child protective services records of persons
who were eligible for Medicaid services under the federal Social Security Act, Title XIX, at the time
of the investigation may be retained for up to 5 years for the sole purpose of state and federal audits of
the Medicaid program. Unsubstantiated child protective services case records retained for audit purposes
pursuant to this subsection must be stored separately from other child protective services records and
may not be used for any other purpose.’

 

SUMMARY

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill. It increases the
time for retention of unsubstantiated child protective services case records to no more than 5 years.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)


