SP0577, LD 1624, item 2, 128th Maine State Legislature , Amendment C "A", Filing Number S-300, Sponsored by
‘RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine Authorizing the
Legislature, or Electors through Direct Initiative, To Enact Legislation To Determine the
Winner of Elections for the Offices of State Senator, State Representative and Governor’

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the resolution by striking out the title and substituting the following:

‘RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine
Authorizing the Legislature, or Electors through Direct Initiative,
To Enact Legislation To Determine the Winner of Elections for
the Offices of State Senator, State Representative and Governor’

Amend the resolution by striking out everything after thetitle and before the summary and inserting
the following:

‘Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two thirds of each branch of the Legislature
concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of Maine be proposed:

Constitution, Art. 1V, Pt. First, 85 isamended to read:
Sectlon 5. Electlon of Representatlves Themeetrngswrthmthrs%tatete%the»ehefee»ef

HnaHJyLdetemeewheareeleetedL egislature by proper enactment or electors pursuant to Art| cI e IV Part
Third, Section 18, shall determine the method by which Representatives are chosen by popular election.

Constitution, Art. 1V, Pt. Second, 883, 4 and 5 are amended to read:
Sectlon 3. EIeCtlon of Senators Themeeﬂng&wrthmthis—StateﬂfeHheeleeﬂenﬂféenaters

by proper enactment, or electors pursuant toArticlelV, Part Th| rd, Sectlon 18 shall determ| nethe method

by which Senators are chosen by popular election.
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Section 4. Governor to |ssue summons to persons who appear to be elected. The
Governor shall, as Sta S i at least 7 daysbeforethe said first
Wednesday of December, issue as.rmmons to such persons; as shall appear to be elected by-aplurality
of-the-vetes in each senatoria district; to attend that day and take their seats.

Section 5. Deter mination of Senatorselected; procedurefor filling vacancies. The
Senate shall, on said first Wednesday of December, biennially determine who is elected by-aplurality-of
votes to be Senator in each district. All vacancres |n the Senate ansrng from death resi gnatron removal
from the State or like caus Vol /. W y

| a v ! shall be fi IIed
by an immediate electr onin the unrepresented district. The Governor shall issue a proclamation therefor
and therein fix the time of such election.

Constitution, Art.V, Pt. First, 83 isamended to read:

bv proper enactment, or el ectors pursuant toArticle IV Part Th| rd Section 18, shaII determr nethe method

by which the Governor is chosen by popular election.

: and beit further

Constitutional referendum procedure; form of question; effective date.
Resolved: That the municipal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of their respective cities,
towns and plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide election, at a
statewide election held in the month of November following the passage of this resolution, to vote upon
the ratification of the amendment proposed in this resolution by voting upon the following question:

"Do you favor amending the Constitution of Maine to repeal the method by which State
Senators, State Representatives and the Governor are elected by a plurality of the votes
cast and instead authorize the Legidature, or the electors through direct initiative, to enact
aprocess for determining the winners of the elections to those offices by popular vote?"

Thelegal voters of each city, town and plantation shall vote by ballot on this question and designate
their choice by a cross or check mark placed within the corresponding square below the word "Y es"
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or "No." The ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation
meetings and returns made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes for members of the
Legidature. The Governor shall review the returns. If it appears that a mgjority of the legal votes are
cast in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall proclaim that fact without delay and the amendment
becomes part of the Constitution of Maine on the date of the proclamation; and be it further

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of State shall
prepare and furnish to each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of this resolution
necessary to carry out the purposes of this referendum.

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the resolution and proposes an amendment to the Constitution of Maine
to authorize the Legidlature, or the electors through the direct initiative process, to enact legidation for
the determination of the winners of elections for the offices of State Senator, State Representative and
Governor by popular vote.
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