SP0586, LD 1524, item 2, 127th Maine State Legislature , Amendment C "A", Filing Number S-368, Sponsored by

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 4 and inserting the following:

*Sec. 4. 37-B M RSA 8601, asrepealed and replaced by PL 2009, c. 652, Pt. A, 8§59, is amended
to read:

8 601.Homes established; purpose

There must-beare established public homes for veterans in Maine known as "Maine Veterans
Homes:" for the purpose of providing long-term care, support and related services to eligible veterans
and family members of veterans. In addition to the existing 120-bed home located in Augusta, a 120-
bed home located in Scarborough, a heme-noet-to-exceed-40-beds40-bed home located in Caribou, a 60-
bed home located in Machias, a 120-bed home located in Bangor net-to-exeeed-120-beds, of which 40
beds are dedicated to patients with dementia, and a 90-bed home located in South Paris net-to-exceed-90
beds, of which 30 beds are dedicated to patients with dementia, may be constructed if federal Veterans
Admi nlstrall onfundsare ava| I able to meet part of the costs of each facility for constructlon or operatlon

also are authorlzed to prowde nonnursing faC|I|ty care and services to Malne veterans if approved by
approprl ate state and federal authorities. 4

are authorl zed to construct communlty based outpatient clini csfor M aineveteransin cooperation with the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs and may construct and operate veterans hospice facilities,
veterans housing facilities and other facilities authorized by the Board of Trustees of the Maine Veterans
Homes, using available funds. Any funds loaned to the Maine Veterans Homes for operating purposes
from the funded depreciation accounts of the Maine V eterans Homes must be reimbursed from any funds
received by the Maine Veterans Homes and availablefor that purpose. The primary purpose of the Maine
Veterans Homes is to provide support and care for honorably discharged veterans who served on active
duty in the United States Armed Forces or who served in the Reserves of the United States Armed Forces
on active duty for other than training purposes.’

SUMMARY

This amendment, which is the minority report, maintains existing law that prescribes the number of
beds at various Maine Veterans Homes locations but strikes the provisions that establish the number of
bedsthat certain facilities may not exceed. The amendment maintains the requirement that somefacilities
have a specific number of beds dedicated to dementia patients. The bill proposes to remove any specific
requirements for the number of beds at any facility and for the location of the facilities, which have
already been constructed.
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