SP0477, LD 1358, item 1, 126th Maine State Legislature
An Act To Amend the Election Laws To Require a Run-off Election for Governor

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Amend the Election Laws To
Require a Run-off Election for Governor

Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA 8726 isenacted to read:

8 726. Run-off election;: Governor

The candidate for Governor who receives more than 50% of all the votes cast for the officeis el ected
Governor. If no candidate receives more than 50% of all the votes cast, a 2nd election must be held within
2 weeks after the first election. In the 2nd €l ection, the names of the 2 candidates who received the most
votes must be placed on the ballot. The candidate who receives more than 50% of all the votes cast at
the 2nd election is elected Governor. The 2nd election must be called and held in the same manner and
under the same rules as the first election.

SUMMARY

This bill requires that a successful candidate for Governor receive more than 50% of the votes cast
for the office of Governor. Currently, the candidate who receives the largest number of votesis declared
the winner, regardless of that number's percentage of the total number of votes cast for the office. This
bill requires a run-off election between the 2 candidates who received the largest number of votes when
no candidate received more than 50% of the total number of votes cast in an election. The person who
receives the larger number of votesin the run-off election is declared the winner.
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