SP0280, LD 742, item 1, 126th Maine State Legislature
An Act To Amend the Regional School Unit Budget Validation Process

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Amend the Regional School Unit Budget Validation Process
Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine asfollows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA 81486, sub-84, as amended by PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. B, §1, is further
amended to read:

4. Failuretoapprovebudget. If thevotersdo not validate the budget approved in the regional
school unit budget meeting at the budget validation referendum vote, the regional school unit board shall
hold another regional school unit budget meeting in accordance with this section and section 1485 at | east
10 days but no longer than 45 days after the referendum to vote on a budget approved by the regional
school unit board. The budget approved at the regional school unit budget meeting must be submitted to
the votersfor vaI |dat|on at referendum in accordance Wlth thlssectlon ?hepreee&emustberepeeteduﬁﬂf

at the redlonal school unit buddet meetl ng does not daln aDDrovaI bv voters at the budget validation
referendum, the process must be repeated until a budget is validated at referendum, except that, when a
regional school unit has conducted a minimum of 2 regional school unit budget meetings and 2 budget
validation referenda prior to August 30th, the budget approved at the last regional school unit budget
meeting becomesthe budget for thefiscal year. If aregional school unit has not conducted 2 such cycles of
budget meetings and referenda by August 30th, the regional school unit shall conduct 2 compl ete budget
approval cycles, if necessary, without atime limit, and, if the regional school unit conducts 2 full cycles
of budget meetings and referenda and the budget is not validated at referendum, the budget approved at
the last regional school unit budget meeting becomes the budget for the fiscal year.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA 81487, as amended by PL 2007, c. 668, §21, is further amended to read:
§ 1487.Failureto pass budget
If a budget for the operatlon of a reglonal school un|t IS not approved pHeHe—Jquy—lst—thefatﬁt

apprevedend#ahdated—befere—lufy—l& and the offlcers of any affected munici pallty determr ne that the

property taxes must be committed in atimely manner to the collector pursuant to Title 36, section 709, the
municipal assessor or assessors may commit the property taxes on the basis of the latest budget approved
at aregiona school unit budget meeting and submitted to the voters for validation at a referendum in
accordance with section 1486.
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SUMMARY

Thisbill amends the regional school unit budget validation process. Current law requiresthat, if the
budget is not validated at the budget validation referendum, the process must be repeated until a budget
isapproved at aregional school unit budget meeting and validated at referendum and, if the budget is not
approved and validated before July 1st of each year, then the latest budget approved at aregional school
unit budget meeting and submitted to the voters for validation at a referendum in accordance with the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 1486 is automatically considered the budget for the ensuing
year until afinal budget is approved. Thisbill requiresthat, if the budget approved at the regional school
unit budget meeting does not gain approval by voters at the budget validation referendum, the process
must be repeated until a budget is validated at referendum, except that, when a regional school unit has
conducted aminimum of 2 regional school unit budget meetings and 2 budget validation referenda prior
to August 30th, the budget approved at the last regional school unit budget meeting becomes the budget
for the fiscal year. If aregiona school unit has not conducted 2 such cycles of budget meetings and
referenda by August 30th, the regional school unit is required to conduct 2 complete budget approval
cycles, if necessary, without atime limit, and, if the regional school unit conducts 2 full cycles of budget
meetings and referenda and the budget is not validated at referendum, the budget approved at the last
regional school unit budget meeting becomes the budget for the fiscal year.
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