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PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the bill by inserting at the end before the summary the following:

‘Sec. 2.  14 MRSA §8105, sub-§1-A  is enacted to read:

1-A.  Limit established for out-of-state transit district or regional transportation
corporation.     In any claim or cause of action permitted by this chapter, the award of damages,
including costs, against a transit district or regional transportation corporation formed under the laws of
another state contiguous to this State that would qualify as a transit district or regional transportation
corporation under Title 30-A, chapter 163 if formed under the laws of this State, or against its employees,
or both, may not exceed the higher of the limit established under subsection 1 and the limit established
under the applicable statute limiting tort liability of the state in which the transit district or regional
transportation corporation is formed or organized. This limit applies to any and all claims arising out of
a single occurrence. The transit district or regional transportation corporation shall maintain insurance
coverage for claims under this Act of at least $1,000,000.

This subsection is repealed July 1, 2016.’

 

SUMMARY

The bill extends the application of the Maine Tort Claims Act to transit organizations operating
in this State but organized under the laws of another state. This amendment provides that the cap on
damages for tort claims against such a transit organization is either the $400,000 limit established in the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14, section 8105, subsection 1, or the limit established by the applicable
tort claims statute in the state in which the transit organization is organized, whichever is higher. The
transit organization must be organized in a state that is contiguous to this State to benefit from the Maine
Tort Claims Act protections, and the transit organization must maintain insurance coverage of at least
$1,000,000.

This extension of the protection of the Maine Tort Claims Act is repealed on July 1, 2016.


