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PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and inserting the following:

‘Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA §651, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1997, c. 537, §12 and affected by §62,
is further amended to read:

2. Application.   The parties wishing to record notice of their intentions of marriage shall submit
an application for recording notice of their intentions of marriage. The application must include a signed
certification that the information recorded on the application is correct and that the applicant is free to
marry according to the laws of this State. The applicant's signature must be acknowledged before an
official authorized to take oaths. Applications recording notice of intentions to marry must be open for
public inspection in the office of the clerk. When the application is submitted, the applicant shall provide
the clerk with the social security numbers of the parties. The application must include a statement that the
social security numbers of the parties have been provided to the clerk. The clerk shall record the social
security numbers provided by each applicant. The record of the social security numbers is confidential
and is not open for public inspection.An application recording notice of intention to marry is not open
for public inspection for 50 years from the date of the application except that:

A.  The names of the parties for whom intentions to marry are filed and the intended date of marriage
are public records and open for public inspection; and

B. A person with a researcher identification card under Title 22, section 2706, subsection 8 is
permitted to inspect records and may be issued a noncertified copy of an application.’

Amend the bill by inserting after section 4 the following:

‘Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §2706, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2011, c. 58, §1, is further amended to
read:

8. Genealogical research.   Custodians of certificates and records of birth, marriage and
death, including applications regarding notice of intentions to marry, shall permit inspection of records
by and issue noncertified copies to researchers engaged in genealogical research who hold researcher
identification cards, as specified by rule adopted by the department. The department shall adopt rules
to implement this subsection. Rules adopted by the department pursuant to this subsection are routine
technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.’

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to
read consecutively.

 

SUMMARY

This amendment allows a researcher engaged in genealogical research who holds a researcher
identification card under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 2706, subsection 8 to have access
to applications recording intentions to marry and permits a custodian of those applications to issue a
noncertified copy of an application to a researcher.
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FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)


