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An Act Regarding Agency Liguor Stores

Emer gency preamble. Wher eas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective
until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Wher eas, intimes of economic hardship the Legislature should create opportunities for business
that will result in the potential for employment and employer-provided health insurance for citizens of
this State; and

Whereas, current law places limits on business opportunities for retailers who wish to obtain an
agency liquor store license; and

Wher eas, inthejudgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning
of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the
preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine asfollows:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA 8453, sub-82-A, as repealed and replaced by PL 2003, c. 20, Pt. SS,
81 and affected by 88, is repealed.

Sec. 2. 28-A MRSA 8453, sub-82-B, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 20, Pt. SS, §2 and affected
by 88, isrepealed.

Sec. 3. 28-A MRSA 8453-A, sub-89 isenacted to read:

9. Licensesissued after July 1, 2009.  Beginning July 1, 2009, the bureau may issue an
unlimited number of agency liguor store licenses in a municipality in accordance with this section. In
addition to the provisions of this section, the bureau shall consider when issuing an agency liguor store
license under this subsection whether the applicant can satisfy:

A. Except as provided in subsection 10, that the applicant has held alicense to sell malt liguor and
wine for off-premises consumption for more than one year without a violation of any provision of
this Title;

B. That the applicant will be able to stock at least $10,000 worth of spirits purchased from the State
or the State's wholesal e distributor upon issuance of an agency liguor store license; and

C. That the applicant can purchase theinitial stock of spirits using certified funds.

The bureau may also consider the economic benefit of an agency liguor store on the municipality and the
potential for increased revenue to the State from the sale of spirits.

Sec. 4. 28-A M RSA 8453-A, sub-810 isenacted to read:
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10. Exception.  The bureau may issue an agency liquor store license to an applicant who has
not held alicense to sell malt liquor and wine for off-premises consumption for one year if the applicant
is a branch of a chain retailer of which one or more locations has held a license to sell spirits without
violating the provisions of this Title and the applicant, if licensed, will enhance the revenue to the State

from the sale of spirits.

Emergency clause. Inview of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect
when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill removes the provision in current law that limits the number of agency liquor stores that
may be licensed in amunicipality. It also provides for additional criteriathat an applicant must meet in
order to receive an agency liquor store license after July 1, 2009.
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