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PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:

‘An Act Regarding Assistance to Low-income Customers of Gas Utilities’
Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the summary and

inserting the following:

‘Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §4706-A,  as enacted by PL 1999, c. 664, §1, is repealed.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §4706-B  is enacted to read:

§ 4706-B.  Assistance programs for low-income customers

1.  Programs.     Each gas utility in the State that serves 5,000 or more residential customers
shall offer low-income assistance programs for residential customers who satisfy criteria for low-income
assistance as established by the commission in rule. To the maximum extent possible, a gas utility, in
adopting and implementing a low-income assistance program under this section, shall seek to encourage
conservation in the use of gas by program participants.

2.  Cost recovery.     The commission shall include in rates for a gas utility all costs incurred
in compliance with this section and commission rules adopted under this section, as long as such costs
have been prudently incurred.

3.  Rules.     The commission may adopt rules necessary to implement this section. Rules adopted
under this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

4.  Report.    The commission shall report on low-income assistance programs offered by gas
utilities pursuant to this section within the annual report required under section 120. ’

 

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment requires gas utilities in the State that serve
5,000 or more residential customers to offer assistance programs for low-income residential customers.
It requires the gas utilities, in the adoption and implementation of low-income assistance programs, to
encourage conservation in the use of gas. The bill provides for the recovery of costs through rates. It
authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules to implement these provisions and requires the
commission to report on low-income assistance programs in the commission's annual report.
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