HP1302, item 1, 124th Maine State Legislature
JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
AND THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO ENACT THE LYME AND TICK-
BORNE DISEASE PREVENTION, EDUCATION, AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2009

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED STATES
CONGRESS TO ENACT THE LYME AND TICK-BORNE DISEASE
PREVENTION, EDUCATION, AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2009

WE, your Memoridists, the Members of the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth
Legislature of the State of Maine now assembled in the Second Regular Session, most
respectfully present and petition the President of the United States and the United States
Congress as follows:

WHEREAS, Lyme disease is a common but frequently misunderstood illness that, if not caught
early and treated properly, can cause serious health problems; and

WHEREAS, Lymediseaseisabacteria infection that is usually transmitted by atick bite, and
early signs of infection may include arash and flu-like symptoms such as fever, muscle aches, headaches
and fatigue; and

WHEREAS, athough Lyme disease can be treated with antibiotics if caught early, the disease
often goes undetected because it mimics other illnesses or may be misdiagnosed and, if untreated, can
lead to severe heart, neurological, eye and joint problems because the bacteria can affect many different
organs and organ systems; and

WHEREAS, athough Lymedisease accountsfor 90% of all vector-borneinfectionsin the United
States, the ticks that spread the disease also spread other diseases such as ehrlichiosis, babesiosis and
anaplasmosis; and

WHEREAS, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention indicates that the reported
cases of Lyme disease are only 10% of actual cases that meet its surveillance criteria and has reported
27,444 new cases of Lyme disease in 2007, a 38% increase from the year before; and

WHEREAS, the persistence of symptomatology in many patients without reliable testing makes
treatment of patients more difficult; and

WHEREAS, the Lyme and Tick-Borne Disease Prevention, Education, and Research Act of
2009 has been introduced in the 111th United States Congress as H.R. 741/S. 1352; and

WHEREAS, theLymeand Tick-Borne Disease Prevention, Education, and Research Act of 2009
would advance the treatment of, and cure for, Lyme disease and other tick-borne diseases by expanding
federal efforts concerning prevention, education, treatment and research activitiesrelated to Lyme disease
and other tick-borne diseases by providing authorization for the appropriation of $20,000,000 for each of
the federal fiscal years from 2010 to 2012 for these activities; and

WHEREAS, thislegislationwould also requirethe United States Secretary of Health and Human
Servicesto annually report to the United States Congress on these activities and make recommendations
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for further research and education and would establish the Tick-Borne Diseases Advisory Committee
within the Office of the Secretary, United States Department of Health and Human Services; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That We, your Memorialists, on behalf of the people we represent, respectfully
urge and request that the President of the United States and the United States Congress enact the Lyme
and Tick-Borne Disease Prevention, Education, and Research Act of 2009, which is currently pending
in the United States Congress, and be it further

RESOLVED: That suitable copiesof thisresolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary of State,
be transmitted to the Honorable Barack H. Obama, President of the United States, to the President of the
United States Senate, to the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives and to each Member
of the Maine Congressional Delegation.
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